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1 Nam cum animus, cognitis ere ne wien 2: 


corporis obſequio indulgentiaque diſceſſerit, volupta- 


temque, ſicut labem aliquam decoris, oppreſſerit, 5 
omnemque mortis doloriſque timorem effugerit, ſocieta- 
temque caritatis coierit cum ſuis, omneſque naturi con- 


junctos, ſuos duxerit, cultumque Deorum et puram 


ö Religionem ſuſceperit, et exacuerit illam, ut oculorum, 
fic ingenii aciem, ad bona eligenda et rejicienda con- 


. you eo dici aut cogitari poterit beatius ! 
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To THE 


Socirr of Proteſtant Difſenters 


: in e OY. | - 


paſtoral ſervices among you, I beg 


| HIS Manual 1 preſent to you, 
the fruit of the little leiſure 
I could redeem from my 
Hated miniſterial offices. Solely to ſerve 
your beſt intereſts it was compoſed, — 
during the happy intervals of a threat. 
ening indiſpoſition, with which for many 
years I have been afflicted. If God 
ſhould ſee fit to diſmiſs me from my 


the this little treatiſe may be ever regarded 
as a monument of the ſincereſt love 1 7 


was in my power” to os for your 


tw} - 
The happineſs of a links life was 
ever my favourite and darling theme. 

| The conſolations of Religion have been 
my own ſupport and comfort in all 


the trials, forraws, and ſufferings with | 


which I have conflicted. A good heart, f 
and a good conſcience, will enable us 
to pals through lite with great ſatisfac- 


tion. Religion is that heavenly ſcience _ 


that will teach you and me to live hap- 
pily and die comfortably Religion is 
the parent of joy, an una 8 ſource 
of the divineſt mental happineſs nn. 
every ſcene and circumſtance of this 
vain and fugitive life. There is not 
O an happier being on the olobe, I ſpeak 
ermenealls than a ſincere Chriſtian. 
Communion with God, by a devout 
heart and holy affections, yields the 
nobleſt pleaſures that can be taſted on 
this ſide heaven. Indeed the felicity a 
| religious hf e inſpires i 1s the beginning of 
| our 


AF 
„ 


„ 
our heaven. Hath any one ſuch pre- 
tenſions to joy and chearfulneſs, as he 
Wo has a vital practical perſuaſion of 
the truth of the Goſpel, who makes con- 
ſcience of ſincerely living up to the 
dignity of the Chriſtian character, and . 
animates his ſpirit by warm anticipa- | 
tions of that immortality it promiſeth! | 
When I am recommending a religious 
| life to you as the happieſt pith you can 
: purſue, L am aſſerting nothing but what 


: all the wiſe and good, that ever lived, 


have unanimouſly approved, as man's 


1 ſupreme good and ſole felicity. a 
have fignalized yourſelves as the friends . 


of rational Religion and Chriſtian Li- 
berty : but for God's ſake, and for your 
_ own fake, be z2ore ſolicitous to diſtin- 
guiſh yourſelves for an inviolable at- 
tachment to the ſacred intereſts of per- 8 

| ſonal holineſs. May the Almighty 
5 guide your”, feet into the delectable | 
paths 


Fr 


{ 


LL. vi 11 8 
| paths of his commandments! May God 
direct you to ſuch friendſhips and con- 


nections in life, as ſhall, through his 


bleſſing, be productive of your virtue 
and happineſs! May Heaven preſerve 
you from the fatal ſnares of the harlot, 
from the blandiſhments of forbidden 
_ pleaſure, from the ſeductions of bad ; 


company, and from that voluptuouſ- . 


neſs, that diſſoluteneſs, that debaucherx 
and profligacy, which you have ſeen, in 
ſo many deplorable inſtances, have ren= | 
dered this frail momentary life a ſcene _ 7 
\ of horror and wretchedneſs unutter- 
able. If you would not be ſo miſer« 
able for ten thouſand worlds, as you 
have known and ſeen ſome abandoned 
_ perſons have made themſelves, you muſt 
not purſue the courſes they did. Fruſ- 
trate not the expectations of your fond 
parents and affectionate friends. The; y 
e * ching from your ſobriety 


and 
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and virtue, Bring not your parents | 
grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 
Deprive them not of conſolation at a 
time of life when moſt they need con- 
ſolation. The friendſhip and reſpect 
you have ever ſhown me call forth my 
grateful acknowledgments; but permit 
me to ſay, that the greateſt reſpect you 
can ſhew me, is a good life. My com- 
fort and happineſs as your paſtor, ae: 
dependent on your virtuous, amiable _ 
conduct. Deny me not this fatisfac- L 
. tion. Your conſcientious uniform com- 
5 pliance with the great duties of Practi- 


cal Religion will not ozly be my Joy and 


cron of rejoicing, but prove an inde- 

fectible fountain of pure and permanent 
5 happineſs to yourſelves in every ſtage of 
this life's ſhort Pilgrimage. Need 1 


uſe any other argument to induce you 


to embrace a religious life, than what 
1 inſpiration addreſſes 1 to us all, That 


Rxrior-o 


15 viii 1: 


RrlICIo | HAS THE PROMISE OF his 


LIFE, AND OF THE LIFE WHICH Is TO 


come. Deliberately reſolve then to 
make this wiſe choice, from which you 
will affuredly derive the moſt pure, 
elegant, ſacred, ſubſtantial happineſs, 


both through the tranſitory moments | 
of this world, and through the re- 


volving ages of a bleſſed and boundleſs Dy 


immortality ! J am, with the ſincereſt |} 


regard for b your temporal and eternal 7 
5 me Ol 


Your affe&tionare paſtor, 
And | moſt obliged friend 
And ſervant, 
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chEARTUL THOUG H TS 


on THE 
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HAPPINESS 


CHAP. 1. 


WICʒKEDER a was never 
fixed upon Religion, than that of its 
R being a gloomy, moroſe, and melan- = 
ans thing. The father of lies never invented _ 
and propagated a greater falſehood, than that 
1 Religion is a ſtranger to chearfulneſs; and that 
be, who once entertains this mournful gueſt, 
| muſt, from that moment, bid an everlaſting 
adieu to al the Joys of human life. Strange! 
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55 that That, which our merciful Creator de- 


ſigned ſhould be the law and feliclty of onr | 
- beings, whoſe ſignatures he hath, in our . 


briginal formation, ſo deeply and indelibly 
impreſſed on the tablet of the human heart, 


| whoſe rules his wiſdom and goodneſs in- 


tended ſhould conſtitute the meaſure and 


ſtandard of our actions; ; that That which all 


our moral and intellectual powers approve 

| as the ſole genuine fountain of happineſs, 

| ſhould ever be repreſented as ſomething far 
from being amiable and delectable in its na- 
ture, whatever it may be in its conſequences, : 
and neceſſarily productive of melancholy 


dejection, and a certain rough, ſtern, rigid, 


forbidding auſterity. Strange! that ever 
men ſhould believe, and teach others to be- 
lieve, that Religion, which God deſigned 
mould be the nobleſt ſource of the nobleſt 


joy, conſiſts in a certain ſullen mortifica- 


tion, in a rigorous maceration of the body 
aud bir, in a deroted monkiſh abſtraQtion 


from 


4 Religious Lift. 2 


from the world, and in a chearleſ: 8, affected 


abnegation of every thing that hath the leaſt 
| tendency to promote alacrity and joy, What 
©, principles could induce men thus to fruſtrate 
the intentions of their benevolent Creator, 
thus to pervert the very end and primary 

E _ deſign of their formation! What malice of 
| Infernal dæmons, or malignity of mortals. 
with minds as dark and gloomy as theirs, 
firſt ſhed this baneful poiſon into the divine 
; fountain, and infected that ſacred ſpring, i 
which God deſigned ſhould ever ſend forth 
be moſt pure, lucid, and ſalutary ſtreams ! 
hut it is no unuſual thing with men to 
oppoſe their Creator's will, to counteract his 
merciful purpoſe by the moſt unnatural per- 
verſion, and to make thoſe very things, 
Which our great and good Parent intended 
to be the unabating ſources of chearfulneſs 
and joy, the fertile cauſes of gloomy dejec- 
tion, and every thing inauſpicious to human 
 felicity, I know not what melancholy plea- 
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| exhibiting Religion in a form, in which God, 
and Jeſus, and Nature, never intended it 5 
ſhould be exhibited before men. | Sketching 
this celeſtial Inhabitant in a ſordid rueful 
+ garb, in a melancholy deſponding attitude, 
with a countenance pale and haggard, with 
: treſſes wild and diſhevelled, her eyes inceſ- _ 
; ſantly raining torrents of briny tears, her 
3 penſive boſom heaving with profound ſighs 
and diſmal groans, and her whole mien, and 
- air, and form, charged with every thing that. | 
can exdite horror, diſguſt, and averſion. I 
5 am cure ſuch exhibitions, as theſe, of Reli- 
| gion, which entranced devotees and viſ ona- 
ries, in all ages, have been always ſo fond of 
pourtraying, have done inconceivable miſchief 
to the minds and morals of young perſons, 
If 1 : would effe&tually deter a young perſon 
5 from a religious life, I would hold up to him 


a mirror, in which he ſhould ſee religion ex- 


| Hbited in the form and features in which 


* ſhe 


ae 


4 Religioni L. N 
ſhe is but too commonly painted. Religion 7 
is deſeribed to youth, as incompatible with 
all pleaſure bow innocent ſoever 3 as laying 3 
cruel embargo upon all amuſements, recrea- 
tions, diverſions, how harmleſs and inoffen- 
i ſive ſoever; as totally inconſiſtent with all | 
5 juvenile delights; as frowning with a me- 
nacing diſmal aſpect upon t the world, and all 5 
its joys — What! is the conſequence Why, = 
the moſt pernicious deſtructive conſequence 
| enſues that can ever happen to an immortal : 
being. Such 4 deſcription of Religion creates 
in young minds an averſion to it—an inſu- 
5 perable averſion to admit to their boſoms ſo : 
ſullen and ſo mournful a companion. No 
wonder that youth, at a ſeaſon of life when 


i che heart is ſuſceptible of ſuch ſtrong and 
ſuch tender ſenſibilities, when all the warm 


emotions and affetions of the foul diſcloſe i in 


all their native energy and force, and human 


life appears to them one vaſt various ſcene, 
replete with ſo many fond attractions, fur- 
3 3 Co niſhed : 
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. Happineſs of 
niſhed with ſuch a large and moſt magnifi- 
cent apparatus of happineſs, to wonder, in 
fuch a ſeaſop, with /uch ſenſibilities, when 
friendly Nature, and the God of Nature, 
offer their bounties with ſuch a liberal and 
indulgent hand, that any deformed, melan- : 
choly malignant intruder, that would ſternly 
interdict the innocent fruition of theſe enjoy- 
ments, repulſe the hand that held them : 
forth, ſeclude every form of feſtivity and 
309. and inſtantly wrap the ſprightly ſcene 3 = 


the horrors of gloomy darkneſs—no wonder, 1 
ſuch a moroſe ungracious intruder ſhould be | 


rejected with contempt, and treated with the 
laſt averſion. Thouſands and millions of 
immortal ſouls, I am afraid, have been ruined 
and loſt for ever, merely through this one 

moſt falle and fatal notion they have imbibed, 
that Religion is a glamy thing, an irrecon- 
cileable foe to pleaſure, eſſentially repugnant 
: to the gaicty of youth—conſequently, it is 
repulled with horror, deferred to » ſome fu- 

ture 
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ture ſeaſon more favourable to melancholy, 
and fitter to entertain ſo moroſe and morti- 
fied an aſſociate. How is Religion injured, 
when it is viewed through a falſe medium, 
and its divine perſon, its engaging form, and 
| all its attractive grace, elegance, and ſweet- 
neſs, are, by the illuſion of ſyſtematic glaſſes, 
made to appear coarſe, rude, inelegant, and 
: diſtorted, and exhibited to the contemplat- 
ing eye in all that deformity and horror, with 


Which ſuch elaborate improvements in dhe 


profound ſeience of gloomy Divinity can ſo 


artfully diſguiſe it! How is Religion miſre- 
15 preſented and traduced, when men are taught 
to form unhappy ideas of it, as ſomething 
unnatural, as ſomething repugnant to the 
laws of their being, as ſomething deſtructive 


to the true enjoyment of life, and a violence 


offered to all the native diſpoſitions, propen- 
ſities, and affections of the human heart! 
= Religion is the parent of joy. Religion is 

the ſole Parent of the moſt agar rational, 


B 4 :  hacred, 
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8 The Happineſs of 
ſacred, heart-ennobling joy. It is the grand, 
primary, fundamental law of our natures: 
our being's great end and aim 5 our being's 
7 ſupreme. felicity and perfection : the ſole 
good and unrivalled happineſs of mortals. 
5 | Religion connects us to God, allies us to 
happy angels and bleſſed ſpirits in the realms 5 
| of immortality, and conſtitutes the ſole dig- 8 
nity and proper glory of « our natures.” 


TNTENDING. to . Relgton 5 
1 moſt lovely and amiable in its nature, : 
8 as e e us into a path the moſt plea- 
5 fant and delectable into Which our feet can 
be directed, and as productive of peace, tran- 


x quillity, joy, and the nobleſt mental ſatiſ- 
faction, ſuffer me to obſerve, That Religion 


is congenial to the human mind, and to all 
our intellectual and moral powers. The leaſt 
reflection wil convince e 88, that we did not 
e : jr form 


2 ' Religious Life. MM 
| form curliives; any more than a magnificent 
palace was formed by chance, any more than 


the ſun, moon, and ſtars were fixed in their 
reſpective orbits by fate, or the regular and 
beautiful ſyſtem of the world combined by the 
| fortuitous jumble of atoms. We cannot think 
of our formation, the amazing ſtructure of out 
5 bodies, and the more amazing ſtructure of our 


minds, without the idea of the ſupreme 


: Firſt Cauſe and Vniverſal Parent neceſſarily | 


obtrudin g itſelf upon our reflections. | When 
ever we ſeriouſly contemplate our frame, we 
naturally look to Cop, from whom our ex- 


iſtence, and all the happineſs of our exiſtence 


: is originally and ultimately derived. Abba, 


3 —ů— — 


Father! is the natural dictate of the human 
heart—is the natural invocation and addreſs, ; 
which an intelligent creature prefers to wh + 
wiſe and good Creator. Our dependence i is 
| ſuggeſted by every thing in us and around 
us. It is the conſtant unremitting energy of 

the Deity, that maintains our IT powers 
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2 be Happineſs 1 


i their regular functions, and our - intellec- . 
tual faculties in their continual operations. | 
In the Deity we live, move, and enjoy natu- 
ral and moral exiſtence. His influence con- 
ſerves thoſe powers in FN uniform exer- 
ciſe which he originally imparted ; his bene- 
volent agency perpetuates to us the fruition 8 


of our underſtanding, reaſon, and affections; 
EO and there i is no enjoyment, natural or moral, , 


with which we are bleſſed, of which he is 


not the primary and moſt merciful Donor. 
0 the ſtreams of all our felicity flow from 


him as their origival. Fountain *, All our 5 


0 The . Paſiage of Boctbius is 5 truly ſublime 


| and devotional. 


O qui perpetu3 mundum ration? 5 8 
Terrarum cœlique Sator! Qui tempus ab r 


Ire jubes; ſtabiliſaue manens das cuncta moveri, 


Da, Pater, auguſtam menti conſcendere ſedem, 

Da ſontem luſtrare boni, da luce reperta : | 

In te conſpicuos anime defigere viſus. | 

Disjice terrenæ nebulas et Fondera molis, 

Atque tuo ſplendore mica. Tu namque ſerenum 

Tu requics tranquilla pits, te cernere, finis, 

Principium, Vector, dux, femita, terminus, idem. 
Boet h. Lib. me Met. g. 
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4 Religious Life. 11 
perſonal, domeſtic, and ſocial happineſs, all > 
our improvements in knowledge and in holi- 


neſs, are juſtly and thankfully to be aſcribed 
to him, who furniſhed us with percep 
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tions for taſting the one, and with powers 
for attaining the other. In this view how 
reaſonable a ſervice doth Religion appear! 
How natural an expreſſion is it of our grati- 

| tude for ſuch immenſe obligations beſtowed !. 
How eſſential, how ingenuous a return is it 

| to the greateſt and beſt of Beings, who en- 
| dowed us with ſuch capacities, enabled us 
5 reliſh ſuch exal ted enjoyments, adorned 
our natures with ſuch an apparatus of ele- 


1 b 
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gant ſenſibilities, inſpired us with ſuch. dig- 
nity and elevation of mind, and moſt muni- 
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ficently poured around us ſuch a liberal pro- 
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| fuſion and moſt immenſe variety of happineſs ! 


r 


Ho infinitely are we indebted to our moſt 

merciful Creator for furniſhing us with ſuck 
perceptions, for laviſhing upon us ſuch a mul- 
_ tiplicity of intellectual bleſſings, and making 
us 
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: us ps of enjoying ſuch 1 bebe refined, | 
and exalted pleaſures, as reſult from the con- 


templation of himſelf, from the exerciſe of 
| i ſenſe of our dependence on ſo g WY . Being * 


dom, contrivance, and goodneſs, which uni- 


verſal Nature, in all its parts, exhibits before 
us The aſſiduous culture of ſuch exalted | 
_/ faculties, and worthy diſpoſitions as theſe, i 


i the moſt delightful exerciſe; an employ 3 | 
AY of them, which Nature generouſly dictates, 
5 which the heart ſuggeſts, as the incumbent : 
5 duty of dependent beings, and which all our 
Powers approve as the ſole worthy return 


of beneficiaries for benefactions ſo immenſe. 
heart this illuſtrious train of intellectual abi- 
lities, perceptions, and diſpoſitions, gave, at 


the ſame time, a tendency to th eſe a fo 7TH s. ' 


and Glpoſitions naturally tend ROT: na- 


our beſt affections, from a devout conſcious . 


and from a ſurvey of that aſtoniſhing wiſ- 


The Being, who implanted i in the human Xe 


—But to what do theſe moral endowments 


Tar irally . 


a Religlams Life. I 3 


| PER tend to God. They all ultimately 

concenter in him, from whom they were de- 
rived. They acknowledge their Parent, in 

5 all their generous efforts they indicate, they | 


fix the contemplating mind upon him, aſpire 
after him, acquieſce in him, as the ſole ob- 


ject that can, from the infinite plenitude of 
his benignity, ſatisfy their enlarged aud 
boundleſs deſires. The heart and all its 


oy powers approve his ſervice, as perfect liberty, : 


and perfect happineſs, feel a kindred, a 


congenial ſatisfaction in the eelighiful exer- 


_cile of devout and grateful affections towards 


him, feel a ſacred and holy tranſport in the 


religious and virtuous cultivation of ſuch 


principles and diſpoſitions as are pleaſing to 


him, and taſte the moſt exquiſite pleaſure, 
that can be taſted i in this world, in maintain- 


ing a communion and intercourſe with the - 


great Father of their immortal. pirits. What 


1s Religion, but an aſſimilation to the bleſſed 
| God, in his purity, holinels, reclitude, and 
5 moral 
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14 The Happineſs of 
moral perfection. A Rudy, a virtuous am- 

|  bition, to be as like the God we ſerve as pol- 
ſible in the temper and diſpoſition of our 
i minds, conſtitutes the very eſſence of reli- 
gion. And O what a pleaſing and delect- 
able exerciſe is this! To be employed in the 
imitation of God, exerciſing, like him, the diſ- 
| poſitions and affections he hath given us in the £ 
_ diffuſion of happineſs, and making thoſe prin- 
ciples, which are the foundation of his immu- | 
table and conſummate happineſs, the baſis on 

8 which we are determined to erect all our hap- 

5 pineſs ! How naturally does the human heart | 
prompt fuch truths and practical principles | 
as theſe! And what exalted felicity reſults 
from carrying theſe into execution! They | 
really reward themſelves in their per form- 
ance. By our cheriſhing ſuch diſpoſitions, 


: nature, is anſwered, and the applauſe of our ; 
faithfal conſciences tells us it is anſwered.— 


= nr aun gives its ſuffi age to Reli 
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4 Religious Life, 15 
gion, as the great law of our Creator, and 
the ſupreme happineſs of our natüres. It 
- repreſents ſuch a ſervice as infinitely natural % 

and infinitely reaſonable, as the juſt dictate 
of dependence, the equitable tribute of gra- 

titude, and an indiſpenſable obligation upon 

frail and indigent creatures for the various 
| bleſſings of their all-ſufficient Benefactor. 
Our will, judgment, moral taſte, and diſcern- 
ment, unite in giving their ſanction to Re- 
ligion, as what ſolely conſtitutes the moral 
union and harmony of all the mental powers ; 
they recommend it, chooſe it, and conjoin 
i in approving it, as the ſource of the moſt 
” ſubſtantial and permanent happineſs, and as 
perfective of the true dignity and glory of | 
our rational and immortal natures. Our 
conſcience ſeals and ſtamps with its ſolemn 
ſai ction the intrinſic worth and native excel- 
lence of Religion, ſtrongly, painfully remon- 
ſtrating againſt every wilful violation of its 
laws, ago appraycing: every virtuous com- 
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00 - The  Happineſ of 
pliance with its great injunctions. So that 55 
you ſee all our intellectual and moral powers 
harmoniouſly concur in giving their atteſta- 
tion to the unrivalled amiableneſs and import- . 
dance of Religion, in repreſenting it as the 
nobleſt attainment, the moſt natural, and 
conſequently the beſt exerciſe of our rational 
faculties, as the primary cardinal law im- 
5 preſſed upon us in our for mation, as the firſt | 
and ultimate deſign of our Creator, as the 
conſummate felicity of our natures, as the 
beſt moral copy of. the great divine Original, ” 
| as. the faireſt imitation of the Deity, the 
great firſt Standard and ſupreme Exemplar 5 
of all mor al beauty and perfectica. — 


ent wm 


ELI ;10N is a moſt amiable and de- 
1X lighiful exerciſe, as it leads to pleaſing : 
acts of love, gratitude, and confidence in 
; ihe bleſſed God.” It mult fupply the moſt : 


or ate · 


e- 
ng 
8. 


oſt 


1 Riligitus Tife. f it 


Torn ſoothing reſections to an intelligent ; 
being do conſider itſelf perpetually under the 


cognizance of a Creator the moſt merciful, 


of an Almighty Governor, who ſways the 
moſt benevolent ſceptre, of a Parent, who 
preſides over the whole collective Family in 
heaven and earth with the moſt affectionate | 
and indulgent tenderneſs, promoting the beſt | | 
intereſts. of the creatures he hath formed 

and ſuperintends, and conducting them to 
happineſs, through ways and means fre · : 
quently inſcrutable to us. What animating 8 
conſolation doth it inſpire, to reflect, that we 
have irreſiſtible power to protect us, infinite 
wiſdom to illuminate and direct us, eternal 
juſtice and rectitude to befriend us, bound - 
leſs mercy to compaſſionate us, and the moſt 
tranſcendent goodneſs to ſupply all our re- 
turning wants! What conſcious ſatisfactions, 
what chearing invigorating comforts reſult 
from theſe meditations! How pleaſing is 


gratitude i in its exerciſe towards tuch a Bene- 
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18 
factor! With what cordial ed and ge- 


nerous ardour do we pay ſuch a good Being 


the tribute of our acknowledgments ! How | 


deilghtful | is it to recognize our dependence 
on ſuch a Being, to review and enumerate 


our obligations to him, ; and to affect our 


hearts with a fervent glowing ſenſe of the 


V numberleſs mercies his liberal hand hath 
| ſhowered | upon us! How raviſhing, how Þ 
tranſporting is the exerciſe of love to ſuch E 
ww a Parent, and ſuch a Friend! How infinitely . 


amiable does ſuch a Being appear to us, 


"hes when viewed through the medium of his dif- 
| fuſive | univerſal goodnels ! How do ſuch | 


| tranſcendent  excellencies, as unite in the 
+" engage our eſteem, excite our admi- 
ration, attract our love! How infinitely ami- 
able and lovely ſuch a character! Every thing 
in us, and around us, confpires to endear it to 


us. How many ideas does that ſhort ſen 


i tence of St. John comprize ! God is Love! 


; How plealing the thought, t to be under the 
 guardian- 


* I 9 * . x - OS TR SS 8 
„ ‚ M 7” Fan 4 
Sn a HET ade A rnd rn ͤ 05g age en Be „ ES $4 EB. 


2 Religious L. 19 


« 


mi- 4 diſpoſed to pity my infirmities, and to A 
mi- make all gracious allowances for my errors 
ing « and imperfections Nothing can invade my 
it to (4 


peace, poiſon the ſtreams of my happi- 
) © neſs, and injure my temporal and everlaſt- 
Ws ing intereſts, while I have ſuch Good- 


4 


guardianſhip of infinite Love and infinite 5 
Goodneſs! What peace, and joy, and com- 
fort ineffable doth i it infuſe into the mind, to 
revolve theſe great truths, to bring them 
: ; home to the boſom, to range over them — 
- | | idea, and to give free and liberal ſcope We 
e the heart in devoutly contemplating them 1 
n I am the care of God ! All my intereſts 
s for time and eternity are ſafe in the hands | 
n 1 of my faithful Creator! I am the object - 
of his complacential love! If virtuous, 5 
he will never deſert me; I have every 
; ching to hope from ſuch an indulgent 8 
Parent and benevolent Friend! He is 
the ſpectator of my actions, but ever 
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- the Happineſs of. 
8 follicitude of paternal tenderneſs and love, 
85 conſulting and ſecuring my happincl for 
- 7 both worlds,” 2 
5 What conſolation do theſe reffections ad- 
8 0 miniſter! What mental ſatisfaction do they 


; impart! Into what placid tranquillity do 
} they ſooth all the powers of the ſoul ! The 
mind feels a congenial happineſs in expa- | 

| tiating over them, in revolving the immenſe ; 


benefits of its divine Benefactor, and con- j 


 templating i its abſolute dependence on ſo wiſe 
and good a Parent. Even an Heathen, when he 
reviewed his obligations to the Deity, and the 
bleſſings which flowed from his providential 
adminiſtration of the world, could break out 
into the following pathetic and affecting 
trains! * What words can ſufficiently cele- 
5 brate, or adequately convey, the great Cre · : 
*« ator's praiſe ! Since we are endowed with 
5 intellectual powers, what ought we to do, 
both publickly and privately, but celebrate 
| 0 the Deity, chant his Praiſes, and recount his 

5; id favours ! 4 
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4: Religious Life 21 


favours! Amidſt our employments i in agri- 
culture, amidſt the various bounties of a * 
plenteous table, ought not we to utter de- | 
vout ejaculations of praiſe to our beneficent 
Creator! Great is the Divinity, for he hath 
directed us to cultivate the ground, and 


ſpread fertility and plenty around us 


Great! is the Divinity, for he hath Sende 
| the amazing ſyſtem of our bodies, furniſh- 
ed us with hands, with the power of maſ- 
85 ticating and ſwallowing our food, the power 
of digeſting it, the power of gradual and 
inſenſible growth, and the power of breath- - 
ing while we fleep ! Each of theſe mercies 
ought to excite our acknowledgments, and 
engage us to pour the moſt rapturous odes 5 
of praiſe to, him for giving us faculties to 
attain the knowledge of theſe pleaſing 
truths, and to apply them properly. What 
though the majority, ſays he, are blind to 
theſe obvious ſentiments, ought not he, 
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„ The Happines 75 
i 6 ply this general defect and hymn the Cre. 
1 15 ator ? What can I do elſe, adds the Phi- 
60 * loſopher, who am now old and a cripple, | 
« but celebrate my God ? Had 1 been a dumb, 
” | « jrx ational creature, 1 ſhould have acted as 
% ſuch. But ſince I am formed a rational 
0 1e intelligent agent, it is my duty to chant 
0 the praiſes of God. This is my Breper 


= employment. In this I exerciſe myſelf. 
« Nor will I deſert this my ſtation, as long 
as I live!“ And in another place, the 
| fame excellent perſon exclaims, in a flood of 
| pious tranſport and devout ecſtaſy ; « For 
te the future, 0 God, uſe me to whatever 
thou pleaſeſt! I chearfully aſſent to thy 
vill, and ſerenely acquieſee in thine allot- : 
& ments ! I reject nothing that ſeemeth beſt ö 
* to thine infinite underſtanding! Lead me | 
: „ where-ever thou wilt ! Inveſt me with what 
= W e thou pleaſeſt ! Wilt thou have me 


3 Kat vis den wo be. Arriani Exits, p. 99. 
5 | 'Vyton. EO | 


4 Religious Life. 3 3 
7 9... to fill a Ration of dignity or of obſcurity ; „ f 
= o dell in my native country, or go. into 5 
Þ 4 @ exile; to ſuffer poverty, or enjoy riches; : 
'S | | 10 I will, in regard to all theſe things, vin- 
s | © dicate thy MFG before the e whole f 
1 Þ World 
t 1 Now what pleaſure, ws high, ſublime, 
rapturous pleaſure, is there in making ſuch 
reſlections as theſe! What grateful ſatisfac- 
tion in the exerciſe. of ſuch affections and 
1 ſentiments towards the bleſſed God ! Here is 
no gloom, no melancholy and dejection, but 
divine ecſtaſy, triamph, and exultation. Whe 
has ſuch reaſon to rejoice, as he who knows 
| he is encircled by the divine Immenſity, filled 
with all the fulneſs Cod, ſupported, invi- 
0 gorated by the active all-comprehenſive ener- 
gy of the Divinity, and ſurrounded on every 
| fide by infinite Compaſſion, ( Goodneſs, and : 
me Love Who has ſuch cauſe for exultadon 
"Mi and triumph a: as the Chiao, who ſees the 
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24 T 35 Hoppineſs of Wo 
immenſe Benignity and Philanthropy of God 
. ſhine, with ſuch heavenly radiance, | in the Y 
5 perſon of Jeſus Chriſt! What a ſubject for 
ſacred joy and rapture does the Goſpel open 


e our view ! _ Behold! 55 what manner of 5 


Love hath the Father beſtowed upon us, that 
5 we ſoould be called the fons of God! Bleſſed be 0 
the Cod and Father of our Lord Teſus Chrift, | 
5 who hath loved us, and given us everlaſting No 
: conſolation ! In what an amiable endearing 
light does the affecting Hiſtory of the Miſſion 
and Miniſtry of our Lord, and all the evan- 
gelical bleſſi ings. be communicated to the 
world, place the unexampled Goodneſs, and 
unutterable Lore of God ! Here is an inex- 
hauſtible theme for all the ſacred paſſions 
and emotions of the human heart No won- 
der that Chriſtians are ſo frequently exhorted | 
5 to refoice in the Lord, to rejoice evermore, 

| when there l is ſuch ample cauſe as this to in- 

5 -flame every affection, and to kindle all the ten- 155 
der emotions and ingenuous ſenſibilities of 


the 7 


” ſuch a view affect the heart, penetrate the 


J7ͤ — 
r e 


* ſacred preſence of the God and Father of our 
1 Lord Jeſus Ohriſt. Let him draw near the 


reconciling the world to himſelf, to contem- ; 
plate infinite Wiſdom and infinite Goodneſs 
| engaged i in planning and executing the amaz- 


Y and deſpondence, and every mean, abject, 

: ſervile, ignoble paſſion diſperſe and vanlſh 

for ever, while the heart is under the full 
power of theſe glorious truths, and reſign | 
the ſoul to the ſoothing exerciſe of filial piety, | 


niſhment. Fear, and terror, and ſervility, oy 
may ſeize the ſouls of unenlightened Heathchs, 
when they approach the ſhrines of their cruel | 
and implacable Deities, but let ſuch ſlaviſn 


paſſions for ever be exterminatcd from the 


e "8 Relivious Life: = 5 
the human boſom. To view God in : Chriſt 
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ſoul, and occupy all its powers with grati- 
tude, love, and praiſe! Fear, and gloom, 
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ardent gratitude, and pleaſing devout aſto- 


Y ow — — 


Chriſtian's breaſt, when he approaches the 


throne ; 


26 The Happineſs wf_ | 
pn threas of the. divine Clemeney with liberal ; 
confidence, with grateful tranſports, and with Þ 
all that generous warmth of affection which | 


fjñ̃ilal love can inſpire. Towards ſuch a good | 


| being as the Chriſtian's God, what a pleaſing 


and delightful exerciſe is prayer! To main- 


tain an intercourſe with our Maker, to pour 


wee language of a grateful heart before him, 


and to teſtify to him the profound ſenſe we 


have of his ſupreme goodneſs, and of our | 
. own felicity in the conſciouſneſs of his pro- | 
tection and guardianſhip of us and of ours, 


how delightful is this homage, how pleaſing 
are ſuch devotional acts and exerciſes ! To 
how much pleaſure are they ſtrangers, who | 
are ſtrangers to prayer ! What unſpeakable | 


_ delights have thoſe loſt, who never taſted the 
divine joys of communion with God! 
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CHAP. Iv. 


HE act of reſignation to God is not a 
L gloomy, but a moſt delightful per- 
* formance, It muſt ſurely adminiſter great 
| comfort in an hour of pain and ſuffering to 
| reflect, that theſe allotments are not the ef- 

fect of chance and fatal. ty, or the infliction 0 
of ſome cruel, ſullen, and malignant Dæmon, 
but the dif penſations of a merciful and com- 
paſſionate Parent, the ſtrokes of whoſe pater- 

nal rod are ſalutary, and whoſe friendly 
7 meſſengers all afflictions are. To what ſe- 

rene compoſure and chearful acquieſcence do 
theſe thoughts diſpoſe the Chriſtian ! © My 
« fathful Creator knows what is beſt for 
« me, better than I do for myſelf 1 No cala- 
mity can overwhelm me without his cogni- 
| © zance. No diſeaſe can invade me without 
: * his direction. That Being, before whom 
my beart lies diſcloſed, and who is per- 
. Oy 
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0 « aſſign me nothing, but what ſcemeth beſt 
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to his infinite Underſtanding. He afflicts 
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* vain and fugitive. life, to elevate my hea- 
ven- born defires to the contemplation of 
* ſublimer and nobler objects, to exerciſe my 


faith and my affiance in my God, and to 
Tl put my mind in a proper frame and diſpo- 
“ ſition for a more vigorous and lively per- 


ception and fruition of ſpiritual and eternal 


„ things. ＋ heſe afflictions I now ſuffer are 
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fectly acquainted with the moral ſtate and 


condition of my ſoul, knows what to aſſign 


me, and 1 am pleaſingly convinced he will 


not willingly, nor grieves the children of 
"Theſe diſtreſſing ſcenes are deſigned 


to 3 my too intenſe paſſion for this 


corrective, commiſſioned by my wiſe and 
good Parent to ſubſerve my beſt intereſts, 
to repreſent to me, in a ſtrong and ſtrik- 
ing light, the odious nature and deſtruc- 

tive conſequence of ſin; to convince me 
0 of wy — and dependence, and to direct 0 


© my | 
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a Religious Life. 29 
« my views to the great [ſupreme Arbiter of 
« life and death. Thy will, therefore, O 
God, be done: for thou haſt permitted me 
0 cherith this delightful aſſurance, that : 
« thou wilt, that thou canſt, do nothing, 
but what is wiſeſt and beſt for thy depen- 
dent creatures The following chearſul 5 
and devout reflections of a ceſebrated Hea- 
then upon this ſubject, ſhew a vir tuous dig- 
nity and elevation of foul that cannot fail to 2 
attract our love to ſuch a character, and to | 
excite our pious aſtoniſhment. 5 May I be 
found, ſays he, at death, occupied in theſe 
« worthy employments, that I may be able 
with virtuous confidence to appeal to God. 
Have I violated thy precepts ? Have I per- f 
; verted thoſe facuſties thou gaveſt me? Have 
I abuſed the moral powers and capacities 
„e with which I have been endowed ? Did 1 

* ever utter any querulous myrmurs againſt 
thee, or cenſure the pr rocedures of thy go- 
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« appointment—and ſo have others, but 1 

« willingly. I have been poor—it was thine | 
3M alltment—but. chearful and happy in my 
poverty. I never filled a ſtation of dig - 


8 nity—it was thy will I ſhould not—for 


e ſuch an elevation 1 never breathed a ſingle 


4 wiſh, Didſt thou ever ſee me gloomy and 
* ſullen on this account ? Did I not always 
90 approach thee with a ſerene countenance, 
I prompt to execute thy command, and to | 
4 * obey the leaſt i intimation of thy pleaſure 23 
400 It is now thy will I ſhould quit this ample 5 
« « theatre. —1 depart, — paying thee my ar- 19 
- dent gratitude, that thou haſt graciouſly 2 
is deigned to admit me to theſe amazing 
« ſcenes, to behold thy works, and to attain | 
the knowledge of thine adminiſtration *.” _ 
What ſoothing delight do ſuch acts of pious | j 

reſignation to God as theſe leave upon the 

| mind 1. How do © they: exhilarate our ſcat- 1 
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tired ſpirits, chear our languor, and fill us 
with ſerene tranquillity, | with conſcious 
heart-felt ſatisfactions! How does all gloomy 
_ anxiety and melancholy perturbation diſperſe 
ina moment, and calm ſerenity and peace 
occupy the boſom, when we conſider that 
all the meaſures of the divine government are 
© founded in unerring wiſdom, perfect recti- 
tude, and infinite goodneſs! What placid 
compoſure doth tt infuſe into the ſoul to re- 
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flect, that a divine hand inſtils into our cup 
this ſharp but ſalutary medicine, to heal the 
moral diſorders of our minds, to expel the 
noxious dilpoſitions and irregular affections 
of our hearts, and to recover us to an happy | 
ſtate of moral health, liberty, and enjoy- 
ment! Theſe acts of reſignation and truſt 
in God are inexpreſſibly delightful, diffipate | 
all querulous complaints and gloomy tertors, 
and compoſe the ſoul into chearful acqui- 
elcence. The very thought that God. ___” 
verns the world, is f itſelf abundantly ſuf- X 
ficient = 
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„ The | Happineſ of 


ficient to chaſe away all the inquietude chat 


infeſts human life. A full, fixed, deliberate, 
facred perſuaſion, that my Creator is as ſol- 
licitous for my welfare and happineſs for 
both worlds, as if there were no other 


being beſides myſelf ! in the whole univerſe, 


that was the object of his care, is a conſi- 
deration that greatly dignifies and exalts the 
heart, elevates it infinitely above the reach 
of gloomy care and melancholy, and cauſes 
it to indulge the higheſt exceſſes of filial af. 
: | fection, love, and confidence, towards its mu- 

; nificent Parent, Benefactor, and Friend. 
If this then 1 is the character of the Deity, I 
: 46 this is the endearing relation that ſubſiſts 
between the bleſſed God and us, what muſt 


we think of the infernal doctrine of Reproba- 


tion; which repreſents God Almighty, by an 
abſolute act of his arbitrary, uncontroulable 
ſovereignty,” conſigning, by an irreverſible 
decree, millions and millions of his immor· 


tal creatures to the everlaſting endleſs tor. 
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| ments of hell, ſelecting five or ſix to bappi- 
neſs out of five or ſix thouſand, and leaving 5 
all the reſt to periſh irrecoverably, being pre- 
deſtinated to remedileſs deſtruction from all 
eternity, millions of years before they came 
into exiſtence, independently of their own 
conduct, by a decree, which it is not in their 
power to elude or eſcape. When this moſt 
execrable doctrine Was firſt propagated in the 
_ Chriſtian Church, Iknownot. 1 imagine it was 
either invented by St. Auſtin, or forged in the 
Vatican, Itis not a doctrine, however, of the 5 
preſent age. LJ am ſure it is a doctrine held 
in great and juſt horror and contempt by 
every rational and benevolent Chriſtian ; and, 
1 hope, is baniſhed from the Creed of every 
creature under heaven, that addreſſes its ſu- 
preme Parent under the title of merciful | 
and compaſſionate. Under what a charac- 
| ter this repreſents the Father and Governor 
of mankind, I leave my reader to judge. I 
Gn not ſee how thole, who believe it it any 
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2 be Happineſs if 
uch can be found, can really be happy in the 
belief of it, even ſuppoſing themſelves. the 
diſtinguiſhed favourites of heaven, as is gene · ; 


rally the caſe. For admitting we were of 
this happy number, what ideas muſt we en- 
tertain of the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God for 
ſuch partial and invidious diſtinctions; and b 
: with what horror and commiſeration muſt we 
view the icrevocab! ly deſtined miſery of mil - 
| Hons of our wretched fellow-creatures! A 
5 favourite child of a numeroiis family, on 
whom a fond injudicious parent laviſhed all 
his kindneſs, at the expence and to the in- 
jury of all the reſt, muſt think very disfa- 
L vourably of fuch a parent for ſuch odious and 
partial diſtinctions, and the eruel neglect and 
treatment of its brothers, to a ſuperior pre- 


eminence above whom it has no natural or 


acquired title, muſt fill it with cutting re- 


morſe and painful reflections. But this is not 


= the Chr iftian's God. This is not the Being, 
9 whom | in our r prayers. we invoke under the 


endearing 


2 Religious Lift. 38 
endearing apppellation of merciful, gracious, 
and good. The God, whom we ſerve, would 
have all men to be ſaved, and 1s unwilling | 
that any of his immortal creatures ſhould 
periſh. | Such a thought! is extremely Plæaſi ing 
and delightful to every benevolent rational 
| Chriſtian, and makes the ſervice we pay ſuch | 
a Being, an infinitely pleaſant, agreeable, and 
| deleftable exerciſe, Thus doth Religion evince 
: | its intrinſic excellence and native amiableneſs, 
= by appearing | to be congenial to all our 
a powers, to be the felicity and perfection of 5 

our natures, to be a moſt pleaſing and de- 

ö lightful exerciſe, when performed under a 
* deep and penetrating ſenſe of the clemency 
C 7 and goodneſs of our Parent and Governor, E 
| and to produce the moſt ſublime pleaſure and 
ſacred joys reſulting from fervent acts of 
love, gratitude, and reſignation to the Deity. 
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* H A P . 


F we examine the effects which Religion 
produces upon the ſoul, we ſhall be con- 
x vinced that it is the ſource of mental happi- 

ot neſs. It compoſes all our powers into a pla- 


„ cid tranquility and conſcious ſatisfaction, 


| duces a calm ſerene delight into the ſoul, 
= harmonizes every affection, controuls every 
turbulent paſſion, and gives the happy vo- 
17 tary the trueſt reliſh and enjoyment of his 
exiſtence. What harmony, peace, joy, and | 
i felt complacence reign in that mind, over all 4 
'+ whoſe powers Religion has ſhed her ſclecteſt Þ 
influence! It is a ſtranger to the vehemence 
and fury of thoſe wild exorbitant paſſions, 

| : which tranſport thoſe who are under the 
cruel dominion and tyranny of them into | 

| ſuch extravagancies, 1 pread ſuch uproar, per- ; 
 turbation, and anarchy in the ſoul, and ) 


be makes the mind pleaſed with itſelf, intro- 


a Religious * — ; 


| the underſtanding, judgment, reflection, and 
; conſcience in ſuch deplorable ruins. It is a 
ſtranger to thoſe tumultuous appetites and 
raging luſts, which render thoſe, whom they | 
have enſlaved, ſuch miſerable, abject, deſpi- 8 
cable vaſſals: which dethrone reaſon, trans- 
form a rational being into a brute, and ef- 
face all the marks of that glorious image, 
ö which God originally ſtamped upon the hu- 
man ſoul. It is a ſtranger to thoſe ominous 
fears and foreboding terrors, which haunt the 5 
minds of the depraved and abandoned, and 
harrow their ſouls with ſuch keen remorſe 
and diſtracting anguiſh. It is a ſtranger to 
diſcontentment, which is ſo unfriendly to our 
natures and ſo deſtructive of all internal fe- 


licity and peace. It is a ſtranger to all thoſe 


5 irregular deſires, vicious propenſities, and de- 
praved purſuits, which are incompatible with 


all tranquillity and ſelf-enjoyment, incon- 


ſiſtent with the Jau of our nature, and, con- 
ſequently, inconſiſtent with the happineſs of 


. 


cCur nature. That happy mind, in which 
Religion has fixed her reſidence, is a perfect 
ſtranger to ſuch turbulent ſcenes of inward = 
5 confuſion, as theſe lawleſs paſſions are ſure to 
create, All is peace, and harmony, and 
- tranquillity: ſacred peace, uninterrupted 
harmony, _ undiſturbed tranquility, All the FF 
lower paſſions and ſubordinate affections are 
in ſubjection to the nobler powers. Reaſon | 


— 


„ : The Happineſs of 


preſides, conſcience ; approves, and all the in- . 
ferior faculties obey. The heart, the ſource » 

8 of action, is pure, and all the ſtreams, that : 

| flow from i; through the inferior affeftions, Þ 
are clear, lucid, unpolluted. The ſoul is 

” devoted to God, aſpires after him as its ſu- : 

preme good and happineſs, maintains, by an 

holy heart and holy deſires, an intimate com- 

munion with the great ſource of light, and 

love, and joy, and makes a ſolemn dedica - 

\ Hon and voluntary ſacrifice of its affections 
at the divine altar, It leads all its paſſions | 

and appetites captive to the throne of the ſu- 

_ preme 
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„ 5 preme Majeſty, renounces ſubjection to them, | 


and conſecrates all its powers to the ſervice 


of God. It makes the will of God the great 
_ ſtandard and meaſure of its actions, and the 
_ enjoyment of his complacential favour its ul - 


timate aim, and the conſummation of all its 


deſires. It repreſſes every paſſion that would 
Camp or extinguith in its boſom the ſacred 
love of God and virtue, and retard its fervid ; 
paurſuit of glory, honour and immortality. 


In an heart thus occupied, engaged in 


| theſe. purſuits, what divine ineffable peace 


and joy muſt reſide ? Such an heart is in- 


deed, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, the temple of the 


| living God; God dwelleth in it, illuminates 
11 with the influence of his light and love, 
and ſheds upon it the moſt ſacred effulgence, | 
the moſt mild and beatifying radiance. By 
means of ſuch an intercourſe with God, as 
Religion keeps up, the ſoul participates ſome | 
of the ſcattered rays and emanations of the 
5 nan, which fill it with joy and peace in 


D 5  believ- 


40 The | Happine * 
believing, which fill it with all the fulneſs of ; 


God, which give it ſome faint idea of the 
pure and perfect happineſs the Father of this 


5 light poſſeſſeth, and infuſes into all its per- 


ceptions and powers that peace of Cod which 

_ pPaſſeth all underſtanding. 0 happy, thrice 
happy man, whoever thou art, who knoweſt, 
by experience, the ſacred joys of religion, . 

and canſt bear thy teſtimony to this truth, - 

_, that its ways are indeed ways of pleaſantneſs, : : 

FR: and all its paths peace ! Thou knoweſt the 
exalted happineſs it imparts, too exalted for 
| words adequately to deſcribe, or imagination 5 

fully to repreſent! Happy, happy Chriſtian! 
' who haſt choſen God for thy portion, Reli- 


gion for thy guide, and Immortality for thy 2 


| hope! How ſerene, how peaceful is thy 

mind, how delightful are thy reviews, how 
delectable thy proſpects ! What calm com- 5 5 

| poſure and ſelf-ſatisfaftion ſoothes thy ſpi- : 


rits! Thou knoweſt not what the turbulence : 


= and outrage. of conflicting Taging paſſions 5 
1 5 means! : 


ce « Religions Life. 41 


3 means ! Thou art an happy, happy ſiranger 
to thoſe luſts that war in the foul, and ſpread 
ſuch ſcenes of miſery and wretchedneſs there! 
Thou art in happy ignorance of thoſe dire 
| furies that laſh the guilty conſcience, and of 
' thoſe tremendous terrors that ſeize and ſhake 


: "his ſinner. in his moments of reflection ! o | 


what happineſs doſt thou poſſeſs in the friend- 
ſhip of God, and the gratulations of a good- 
heart! Nothing can rob thee of thy mental 
ſatisfactions, nothing can exhauſt or diminiſh 
| the great indefectible ſource of them, they 
N | will flow on in one vaſt, var ious, lucid cur- 
rent, and recreate thee with pure and per- 
| manent felicity | in every fage of life 5 ſhort 
| journey ! | 
One of the greateſt pleaſures, 1 know, Ts 
| attending, a religious life is, that it enables 
b us to look up to God with a liberal virtuous 


confidence. Conſider, for one moment, What 
it is to have the great God for our friend, 


and you will have a full conriction of the 
bappf. : 


42 The Happineſs of 


| happineſs they taſte, who have a conſeious 
* well · grounded aſſurance of it! To have the 


chearing light of God's benign countenance | 


_ diffuſed upon us, to be happy in the frui- 1 
tion of his approbarion, to have his love ſhed 
abroad in our hearts by his divine Spirit, and, 
in conſequence of the Chriſtian covenant, to 
conſider ourſelves under the diſtinguiſhing 
title and character of heirs of God, and co- 
heirs with Jeſus of an bappy immortality, 
bow exalted ſuch a felicity ! His favour is 
life, his appprobation is better than life! The F 
' moſt raiſed enjoyments earthly objects yield, | 
fink infinitely below this, are not worthy a 
compariſon with this, ſo tranſcendent, ſo in- 
effable are the joys it inſpires. 0 happy ſtate, 
and happy ſoul, that can appeal to God for 
its ſincerity, that can call to witneſs the 
great Spectator of its heart for the probity 
and integrity of it, and can atteſt before his 
| throne, with humble filial confidence, its 
| yn though imperfect obedience ! i Cur 


| heart 


2 . Religious Lifs. 5 5404. 


| heart ae us not, ſays the Apoſtle, then 5 
| have we confidence towards Cod. And what 5 
; - exquiſite joys, what tranſporting hopes, what = 
3 divine conſolations flow from ſuch a confi- 


dence, thoſe only know, who by a life of Re- 


ligion have ſecured the divine friendſhip, and 


experienced the conſcious happineſs reſult- 


ing from ſuch a friendſhip! | 


5; CHAEL.: VL 


TH AT renders a religious life ſo plex: 
fant and delectable is, the congratu-. 


king applauſe of our conſciences. Con- 
ſcience is the voice of God, heaven's great 


vicegerent, ſtamping the laws of our Crea- 
tor with its ſanction, and giving a ſolemn 
| pleaſing atteſtation to every inſtance of our 


conformity to the divine preſcriptions. Such 
is the tranquility, ſatisfaction, and peace 


that theſe principles throw upon the ſoul, 
| that virtue is indeed its own reward, the very 


xrformance of a good action is its own ſuf- 
— ficient | 


 - The Happineſs of 


ficient retribution. © Whenever, fays an ex · 


cellent writer, an action is good and virtu- 
- tuous, it is not only natural, but carries with ; 


it a felicity flowing from, and eſſential to, 


hs very nature of it. Pat ernal, conjugal, 
fllial affection, are they not full of delight? 
Juſtice, friendſhip, beneficence, all the offices 
of humanity, and the whole train of virtues, Þ 
] does not the exerciſe of them adminifter the | 
moſt ſincere and laſting Joy ? Ihe 3 en. 
7 ſity there i is in us towards them, and the ſa- 
tisfaction there ! is in doing hem, does, in diſ- 
poſitions not depraved, lead al Imoſt irreſiſtibiy | 
to the practica of them. We have, when 


we are about them, no boding, miſgiving 


i thoughts, no forbidding whiſpers, no ſecret 


reluctancy. Comfort, complacency, and a 


gratulating conſcience always accompany 
ſuch actions.“ He that poſſcfſes a conſcience 
void of Hence both towards God and towards 
man, is poſſeſſed of a treaſure of infinitely 


5 | Bu . value. chan all me opulence of the 
. „ Lad ics, 


þ 18 * 
” i K 
* 
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£ Indies. A good heart is the greateſt of all 
bleſſings, and worth all the crowns, and 
ſceptres, and kingdoms, and erudition in the 
World. The joys that ſpring from a good 
| heart, from an approving conſcience, are ob- 


noxious to no internal decay, liable to no 
external injury, they are ſure to bleſs their 
poſſeſſor with the moſt pure, ſacred, exalted 


| happineſs that can be enjoyed on this ſide the 
grave. The good man is Satisfied from him- 
- | ſelf, and a good conſcience. is the ſource of 5 
tthis ſelf- ſatisfaction. If this does not upbraid 
: us, if this faithful principle doth not reproach 5 
us, our mental happineſs is ſecure beyond all - 


de poſſibility of time and change. What 


are the calumnies and cenſures of a cruel, 


4 
PT * 
8 « 
* 


hard- -Jydging wor Id to him, who enjoys the 


approbation of his heart and the applauſe 6 


his conſcience ? What are the moſt opprobrious 


aſperſi Ins, the moſt inhuman indiguities, the 


bloody-thir ty fury of tyrants and perſecutors, 
the moſt ingenious torture that malice ever 


Invented, 5 
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; Ievented,* or virtueever endured, to bim whs 


— 8 conſcious of his virtue and innocence, to 
him who is conſcious he is embarked in a good 


cauſe, and has the God of truth to ſupport 


: him, who knows in whom he hath believed 


and truſted, and is animated by a tranſport- 


ing perſuaſion, that the cauſe, in which he 
ſuffers, is the cauſe of God, and the cauſe 


of Religion. A good conſcience hath met 


36 
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every human evil with firmneſs and intrepi - 
dity, and bath even cauſed its happy poſſeſſor 
to exult and triumph in the racks and wheels 
and engines and flames of bigotted rage and 


. ſanguinary zeal. "A good conſcience, ſuch 1 18 


the ſacred fortitude it inſpires, hath im- 
preſſed joy on the dying countenance of the 
holy martyr, hath mitigated, alleviated, al- 
moſt ſuſpended, the torments they ſuſtained, 


and even ſtripped fuch a death of above half 
its horrors. It is a good conſcience, which i is 


= the unabating ſource of joy unſpeakable and 
= Full of 622. Such deliglitful reflections, 


ſuch . 
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| fuch Woching ſatisfactions, fac ſcenes of 
| 1 mental tranquilliity and happineſs Religion 
| yields. When it is once cordially embraced, 
is once interwoven, fo to ſpeak, into the i in- 


| timate eſſence and complection of the ſoul, 
5 it exalts and dignifies all its faculties, gives 5 


them a noble, generous elevation, dilates and 


expands its capacious powers with all tbe 

immenſe plenitude of mental joys, and dif- 

faſes a happineſs that bears the neareſt re- 
ſemblance to what the bleſſed ſpirits them- 
elves taſte in the nyo immortality, | 


CHAP. vi. 


"HE pleaſures which Religion "yields, 


„„ like the pleaſures of ſenſe 
* mort, fugitive, and tranſitory, Animal plea- 
ſures ſoon pall upon the ſenſe, are ſucceeded 


| by ſatiety and diſguſt, and often leave dire 
| | remorſe and eruel regret behind them. Not | 
| fo the Joys of Religion. T N are ee and | 


_ kſftiog, 
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laſting, will bear reflecting upon, which the 
b pleaſures of . in, which are but for a ſeaſon, will 
not. The joys of Religion leave no ſting 


behind them“, they are accompanied and 


followed by no inward reproaches, by no un- 
ceaſy perturbation, by no cutting anguiſh, or 
55 tormenting inquietude. The joys it yields are 
not ſullied by impure paſſions, interrupted by 
15 external diſappointments, do not cloy and 
ſatiate with repetition, but flow on in a re. 
gular, uniform, full ſtream, refreſhing. the 
mind, recreating the ſpirit, and perpetually 
chearing, animating, and ere the 
5 heart with divine conſolations. 


Doth a ſinful life ſupply ſuch joys as theſe! 
No ! far, far from it! The ſinner is miſerable | 
wherever he goes, for a condemning con- 
ſcience follows him wherever he goes : could 
he remove to the fartheſt verge of the crea- 


| tion, the furies of a guilty conſcience would 
| haunt and purſue him through every inter- 


9 — nocet empto dolore voluptas, Hor, 


p * 
venmg 


lation of fawning ſycophants, 
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vening region. For the mind, the ſeat of 
| miſery, is not changed with every changing : 
clime. The mind continues the ſame, his 
evil diſpoſitions and depraved affections do 
not diverſify his inward wretchedneſs. Amidſt 
the brilliancy of a court, amidſt the ſplendor 
of greatneſs, amidſt the pomp and pageantry 
of magnificent cities, amidſt the ſervile adu- 
amidſt the , 
luxurious banquet, the gilded dome, all the i 
; ſcenes of voluptuouſneſs, he isa mean mi- 
ſerable creature. All this exterior ſhow and 
: parade ſuſpend not the torments of a bad 
heart, of a bad conſcience. He may rove 
from one guilty ſcene to another, interchange 
and modify his amuſements to infinity, tra · 


verſe a circle of pleaſure, and diſſipation, and : 


profligacy, and univerſal licentiouſneſs, yet 


think he muſt—he muſt have his ſober inter- 


vals—refleftion will return—conſcience will 
emerge from that abyſs of luſt and drunken- 


neſs in which it hath been plunged—and | 


3 What 
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what are the ſinner 8 ſentiments then, of the 


courſes he hath been purſuing? What are bis 
thoughts of his paſt actions in ſuch a moment! ? 
Eſſuch a moment will come what are the 
emotions and ſenſibilities of his heart, when 

: all the paſt ſcenes of guilt croud at once 
into his ſhuddering remembrance ?—O hor- 
ror! O diſtraction! He finds an hell ! in His 

: boſom, for he finds God is his enemy. He 
finds he hath been degrading his nature, de. 
baſing himſelf below the brutes, ruining his 
conſtitution, deſtroying his health, filling his 
body with the ſeeds of many dreadful and 
loathſome di iſtempers, extinguiſhing his rea · 
: fon, derhroning conſcience, diſhonouring God, 
diſgracing the Goſpel, and for a number of 
Fears been accumulating an Immenſe fund 
of wretchedneſs for time and eternity, He 
ſtartles at the recollection of bis cruel diſobe- 
dience to his affeCtionate parents, is ſhocked 
at the refleQion of his Hagrant abuſe of the 
ach advantages £8 enjoyed | in car 190 me, and can 


no, 


complicated wretchedneſs ? 

: picture is here exhibited of the miſery and 
. | final ruin of a finful life ! ! Suach deformity and 
5 turpitude ſhould ſerve as a foil to illuſtrate 
| "Its beautiful and divine 22 te. If we would 
not be in fuch A ſituation for ten thouſand 
worlds, then Religion, Religion, if we hayre 
| f the wiſdom to embrace it, will effectually 5 


4 preſerve us from all this unutterable variety 
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not, dare not, look forward towards the 


dread tribunal of his judge, where he muſt Gi 
np ſoortly appear to receive the things done in 


the body? 


How eminently 4s the Ante of Reli- = 


gion appear, when contraſted with ſuch 


What a faithful 


of wretchedneſs : 


ON 


Ex 


Religion, Religion, 1s the 
4 only eligible courſe, the trueſt wiſdom, man's 
| higheſt, nobleſt happineſs tor both worlds! 
Wee ſee that a life of fin will not bear a re- 
view; that it is deſtructive of all our valu- 
1 able intereſts, that vice and miſery are inſe- 


parabla, : We ſee that no man can be happy, : 
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' who i is . enſlaved to any one vice, and that the 
laws of God and nature forbid he ſhould be | 
ſo. So that Religion, in every view, ap- 


proves itſelf as our ſupreme good, as perfec. 


lt | tive of human nature, and of all the raiſed 
tif 5 felicities that buman nature 18 capable ol 
a 
ß, EY 

||| YONSIDER, allo, that health, fame, Þ 
5 O 4 reputation, chara Qer, are connected 
| | Pea with the practice of Religion. The reaſon 
| LH I mention health among the bleſſings that 
|| 


ordinarily reſult from the practice of Reli. 


gion is, becauſe temperance is one of the 


24 great leſſons it teaches: and how friend] iy, 


* how ſalutary this moſt excellent virtue is to 
our nature, 1 need not mention. What mi. 


ſeries do intemperance and debauchery en- 


a VOY ð ⁵⁰ůA:³ ˙ . . . —˙ WP 4m, 


tail upon their unhapy votaries! What cruel 
1118 hacking Gileales do they inflict 1 Diſeaſes, 
- „5 which 
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which do not merely terminate in thoſe, whoſe 
vicious exceſſes have occaſioned them, but 


are tranſmitted down through a long ſeries of 
ſucceſſive | innocent ſufſerers. How many human 
} miſeries doth a life of Religion prevent! How ¾ 
many evils doth it preclude, which render life a : 
ſcene of wretchedueſs, and far, very far, from 
being deſirable ! Some of the antients ſpeak of 
134 found mind i in a fund body *, as being the 
ö ſummit of human felicity. 1 am ſure this 5 


| greateſt of bleſſings nothing but the practice 5 


of Religion can effect. For Religion curbs 


and reſtrains thoſe appetites, the boundleſs 


gratification of which impairs the health, un- 


| | dermines the conſtitution, embitters life, ac- 
celerates old age, and brings on untimely 

death. So that the preſervation and eſtabliſh- 

ment of health, without which this world is 


a priſon, and ine preient icene of being as 


gloomy as Erebus, the enjoyment of chearful | 


| : an and the fruition of a long and happy 5 


* Mens ſana i in corpore fano, | J. 


E 3 „ life, 
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i | life, all theſe ſtriking conſiderations ſhould 
3 have Irreſiſtible charms with every conſide- 

| | e young perſon, deliberately to embrace N 
| Religion, the liberal donor of all theſe fignal 
diſtinguiſhed bleſſings. 


The certain acquiſition of fame, charac- 


rr 


—— —— Sgĩ— ——ᷣ—V— 
* 


ter, and reputation, is an end great enough 
to recommend any means that will infallibly | 
[|| 5 ſecure ; ' To be happy in the love and _ 
0 eſteem of the world, to maintain ſuch an uni- 


| verſal character as endears us not only to the 


— —U——ä—— — —2— — Ee HALLS 


[circle of our acquaintance and friends, or to 
1 : thoſe merely within the. narrow ſphere of our 
lf 5 influence, but to perſons of all parties and 

denominations; to have ſuch a character” 

eſtabliſhed as makes us ref] petted and careſſed 

by the world, induces others to confide in 


our known integrity, to commit to our ſide- 
lity their moſt ſacred intereſts, to repoſe in 
our conſcientious probity the moſt ſecure affi- : 
ance, and to acquieſce in our upright deci- i 
fon of any intricate and embaraſſed circum- | 


SY ſlances, 
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N ſtances, in the arbitration of which, duty and 
moral obligation are requiſite; to eſtabliſh 
ſuch an amiable character, and paſs through | 

life with ſuch a fair unſpotted reputation, "my 

the moſt illuſtrions honour that man can en- 
joy, or the world can beſtow. What can 
tranſcend the felicity of being careſſed, loved, 
and honoured by the wiſe and good! > What 

. pleaſure has this world in it equal to the ex · 
* alted pleaſure of a virtuous char after ? W hat 
a miſerable deſpicable thing is it to incur 5 

the infamy and contempt of the world, as 

: vice 1s ſure to do ? Can there be a more 
1 wretched circumſtance happen to a thinking 
being, than to be ſtudiouſly ſhunned and 
avoided by every friend to Religion and Vir- 
tue? To have parents recount their vices to Jl 
their children to excite in them abhorrence, 1 
to be the peſt of ſociety, the bays of fami- | 


lies, the execration of the parents of ruined 


innocence, monſters of drunkenneſs, debau- 


| Chery, 1 and ſenſuality, and to be held 1 in de- 
E 5 5 teſtation . 


* 
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teſtation by every perſon of character and 
virtue, that is, by every perſon whoſe good 


word and friendſhi p are worth valuing?—80 
that in this capital reſpect virtue has charms 


for youth, worthy to attract their admira- 
tion and love, worthy to excite in their breaſt 


the moſt ſacred paſſion for a celeſtial inhabi- 
tant, who diffuſes with a liberal hand ſuch a 


profuſion of bleſſings o'er human life. Re- 


* 5 , ligion will recompenſe all the pains we be- 
| | LT ſtow in the moſt aſſiduous culture of i it. Ho- 
111418 5 nour and renown are in her right hand, peace 
| and tranquillity 3 in her left. Theſe ſhe holds 

forth to us with engaging ſmiles, with celeſ- 


tial attractive ſweetneſs, with every ſoft en- 


dearing blandiſhment, that can incite us to 


_ ſeize the glorious. offered prize. Religion 
_ bath rewards, even in this world, ſuppoſing 
no hereafter, ſufficient to ſtimulate all our 
- generous efforts to obtain them, and which 


will infinicely more than compenſate all our 
allivity and anxiety in dhe ac cquifition of 
| | | them. 
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E them, It will make life pleaſant and delef- 
: able from the reputation and honour that will 
accrue to us from the practice of it; it will 
ſecure us a dignity, a diſtinction, an eleva- 
tion, infinitely more illuſtrious and honour- 
able than riches or ambition can enſure, and, 
in this ſignal reſpect, make life a ſcene of 


| ſublime Pleaſure, "0 the elt fatixfacs - 
Hons. | 


AE in. 


K NOTHER happy cir:umſrance, which 
renders a religious life ſo pleaſurable 


| 1 is, that contentment and chearfulneſs it in- 


fuſes | into the mind. What inquietude can 
diſtreſs his mind, who is convinced that infi- 
nite Goodneſs preſides at the helm of unirer- 
Hal government. What uneaſy cares can op- f 
preſs, what tormenting anxiety can corrode 
his ſpirit, who is pleaſingly conſcious, that 
bis intereſts are re depoſited i in the hands of ſu- 

|  preme 
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preme Mercy, and that all the procedures of 


- the divine adminiſtration are founded in the 
happineſs of the univerſe. Who has equal 5 
pretenſions to mental tranquillity and chear- 
13 fulneſs with the pious Chriſtian? He, who 


knows that God has made with him an ever- 


| laſting covenant, ordered in all things and 
ſure. He, who knows that God, who ſpared 

not his only Son, but delirered bim up for 
bis everlaſting benefit, will alſo, along with 


5 this unſpeakable bleſling, the gift of his Son, . 


freely give him all things! What evil can 
Invade the ſacred peace of that breaſt, which 


is reſigned to God, and all whoſe powers are 


compoſed into A perfect placid ſubmiſſion to 
the divine appointments! What true ſatiſ. 


7 faction and ſolid contentment doth it ſupply, 5 


do reflect that God wills nothing but what i is | 
Te belt for us, aſſigns us no ſituation and circum- 


| Nance, but what appear beſt to his infinite 


and unerring Underſtanding ; ; and that we 


can ſecure his approbation in any ſtate and 


condition | 
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condition whatever, by a faithful and con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of its reſpective duties. - 
The noble and exalted fabric of that ſoul's _ 
tranquillity and happineſs, which ſerenely a 
acquieſces in the divine diſpenſations, is erected 


' on a baſis which all the ſtorms and tempeſts 


of this world can never ſhake or ſubvert. 
le, whoſe deſires and hopes center in God, 
who only needs to diſcover the divine will i in 


order to co⸗ orm to it, Who chearfully follows N 
where- -ever Pr ovidence leads *, and whoſe de- 


: rout ejaculation in every varying ſcene of this 


4 


e life is, 1 hy will, O God, be done! 
He, whoſe heart is thus fixed, truſting in 


Cod, hath kis happineſs fixed upon a rock, 


. which the . aves and billows of life's troubled | | 


ocean may, indeed, laſh and aſſall, but all g 
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their | 
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their rage is impotent *, The ſows and 
cenſures of the world, the aſperſions and ca- 
lumnies of the envious and malevolent, make 
5 no impreſſion on the ſerenity of that ſoul, 
which hath choſen God for its portion, Truth 
for its aim, the Scriptures for its ſtudy, and 
5 Heaven for its hope. Such a ſoul | is not 
: elated by proſperous, or dejected by adverſe, 
fortune. is Happineſs doth not veer and 


| change with every fluctuation of human 


— — 


— ay. A a 
—— — oe 
a — 
— — N 

* En —ÿm 

— — = 
— : — — — —ͤñ TR _— 

— — — — eh er 


— —— — * 


5 things. Its mental fruition is a calm, uni- 
form flow of happineſs, advancing. in one 


beautiful, conſiſtent tenor, inſtilling pure de- 


| light, ſacred joy, refreſhing conſolation, in 


all the various emergencies and occurrences 
of this life, But what tranquillity can reſide 
in that breaſt, which is diſtracted by paſſion, 
corroded by envy, tormented by the dæmon 


Ille, velut rupes vaſtum quæ prodit in æquor, 
Obvia ventorum furiis, expoſtaque ponto, | 
Vim cunctam atque minas perfert cœlique marifque, * 

Ippſa immota manens. . Aneid, X. 693 3. 


of | 


4 
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of luſt, devoured with avarice, inflated with. | 
pride, deluged 1 in ſenſuality, and torn by the 
| adverſe tendency of a thouſand confliting 
paſſions ? In no ſoul can true, ſolid mental 
happineſs be found, but where Religion hath 
fixed her ſacred abode. All other purſuits, 
| every other courſe of life, that hath not Re- 
| ligion for its end and aim, are ſo many devi- 
ations from that great line which God A 


| mighty, at our formation, marked out for e 


the fundamental laws of our natures ; and 
the further we advance in theſe F Z 
3 walks, the farther we remove from the great 
center of our ſa} preme e good and ſupreme feli- 
| city. All the united experience of all the 
1 united ages of the world, has given its united 
| atteſtation to this great truth, That vice is | 


miſery, deſtructive of all our valuable inte- 


| reſts, ſubverſive of all ſubſtantial peace, 
comfort, and tranquillity. And all the paſt 


ages of the world, | the civilized and the un- 
T  Civilized, > 
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 cvilized all orders and ranks 5 men in all 
ages, the ſagacious philoſopher and the illite- 
rate barbarian, all, all unite in faithfully tranſ- 
mitting to every ſucceſlive generation of ſhort· 
| lived mortals this cardinal truth, 6 VIRTUE 


40 ALONE 1s HAPPINESS BELOW, Virtue | 
is its own reward, the ſupreme good of hu- 
- man life, the ſole parent of all true and per- 
5 manent felicity. With regard therefore to 
the happy effects Religion produces upon the 
mind, which are calm compoſure, benign 
tranquillity, unabating chearfulneſs, placid 
reſignation, complacential ſelf-ſatisfa&ion, it 
demonſtrably evinces this fundam ental truth, 
That Religion is the only path that con- 
5 ducts mortals to the temple of true e hap 
- pineſs. | 3 
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HE exerciſe of the benevolent and ſo- 


cial affections 1 is another ſource of we -- 
80 mental pleaſure. | The happineſs of - | 
God flows from his goedneſs. God is fi- r) | 
nitely happy becauſe infinitely good. The 3 


univerſal diffuſion of happineſs to numberleſs ; 
a | beings 1 in numberleſs worlds, returns by a * 
1 | flex act upon the great Original; ; and the 
it happineſs of his creatures is the happineſs of 
a, | the Creator. The vaſt all- -comprehenſive ſur- 
1 vey of all his dependent creatures, formed by 


» | his power, ſupported by his providence, and 
rejoicing in his beneficence, fills the Divinity | 
with ineffable complacential delight. Human 
happineſs, in this capital inſtance, is placed : 

on the ſame baſis with the divine. The exer- Libs 
ciſe of benevolence communicates the moſt 
exquiſite felicity the human heart can feel. 

8 Benevolence 1 is eminently one of thoſe virtues _ 


that 7 
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that reward themſelves i in the performance, 


If there were no Future rewards annexed to 


. 3 the elegant pleaſures and delicate ſenſibi 
üties it yields, are ſufficient motives to the 
culture and improvement of this moſt amiable 


| virtue. How delightful i is the review of be. 


nevolent actions! Of having relieved a real ob 


ject of compaſſion, of having raiſed the droop 


ing head of ſorrowing virtue, of having 


reſcued innocence from the jaws of deftruc: 


5 


tion, of baving made worthy neceſſitous fa 


milies, Who ſuffered in modeſt ſilence, the 
abode of grateful tranſport and the chearfi 
ſcene of every felicity, of having poured the 


balm of conſolation into the wounds of the 


afflicted mourner, of ſuccouring merit in dic 


= treſs, patronizing genius and learning in pe. 


5 nury and indigence, alleviating miſery, ſooth: 


ing and ſoftening the rigours of human infe 


 licity, diminiſhing the evils and ſufferings of f | 


F thoſe around us, mitigating and ſuſpending | 


5 their forrows oy friendly advice and ſeaſonable 


| Chari tics 
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charities, viſiting the fatherleſs and widow in 


OB their afflictions, and rendering all worthy ob- 

1 jects within the ſphere of our influence as Po 
0 happy as poſlible ! What a divine pleaſure 
'Þ a theſe worthy principles and truly godlike 

e 


worthy perſons and worthy families, by a 


ö being eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, the 
friend of ſuffering virtue, the patron of diſ- 


diſpoſitions yield! The conſciouſneſs of having 
diſpelled the ſorrows and ſufferings of ſeveral | | 


1 trifling charitable donation, of extricating _ 


; them from their difficulties, enabling them, . 
by ſeaſonable aſſiſtance, to diſembarraſs their 
ö affairs, proſecute their deſigns, and concert 
, ſuch meaſures as may furniſh out a ſcene of 8 
happineſs for themſelves, and probably happi- = 
C neſs for their families, through a long ſeries 
, of ſucceſſive generations; the conſciouſneſs of | 
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treſs, the aſylum of the widow and orphan, : 
the firſt to promote any ſcheme and inſtitu- _ 
| tion that has the relief of human wretched- 
| neſs for i its object; the conſciouſneſs of having ü 
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whea God hath given him a good heart to 


66 — Happineſs of 
an heart actuated by ſuch principles and dif. 


poſitions as theſe, of having an heart that 


inc ircles in its ample benevolence the univer- 
fal good of all mankind, ſupplies an happi- 


neſs the gr cateſt that the human boſom can 
7 enjoy, the greateſt that the Deity himſelf, in 


the preſent ſcene of being, can communicate 


to mortals. Benevolence is the faireſt copy of 
the divine Or iginal, for God is I ove! Bene · 
volence | is man's tranſcendent happineſs, for 
it is God's tranſcendent happineſs. He ac- 
1 8 quires the neareſt reſemblance to the Divinity, 
Who is moſt aſiimilated to him! in the temper 
and diſpoſition of his mind; and he is bleſſed 
with the fruition of the moſt conſummate 


felicity, who makes his happineſs to flow 


| from the ſame principles from which the hap- 

: pineſs of | God is deduced. © In nothing do 
- mortals, ſays Cicero, approach nearer the im- 
mor tal Gods than in doing good.“ What 


pleaſure doth a perſon of opulence enjoy, 


male | 


1 man with benevolent diſpoſitions. | How | is 


E ſuch a beneficent character loved, admired, 
careſſed, honoured, and venerated by the. 
world ! Adored in life, and his memory held 


in everlaſting honour. Riches joined with 


beneficence command univerſal reſpect; with- 


out it, univerſal contempt. How amiable an 
3 institution, therefore, is the Goſpel! How. 
much doth this ſcheme approve irſelf to be 
| the offspring of the God of Love, and per- 
feftive of our trueſt happineſs, by inculcat- L 
ing, in every page, upon its profeſſors, this 
moſt amiable virtue as its grand cardinal prin- 
ciple, and the diſcriminating characteriſtic of 5 
a Chriſtian, How much hath the Goſpel 
conſulted the happineſs of human nature, by 
; inſpiring the heart with benevolent prin- 
ciples! The God and Father of our Lord 5 
| Jeſus Chriſt knew that our higheſt happineſs 
reſulted from the cultivation of charity and 


2 
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| make a benevolent. uſe of 1. The world. | | 
| hath not an happier being | in it than a rich * 


bore; F 
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| love; A regard therefore to our happioeſs, 


Than to receive. 


than the pleaſure of the beneficiary. 
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| moſt benevolently induced him, in this new 
diſpenſation, to ſtamp charity, the true foun- 


l | 5 8 5 . . . 899 

lf lj tain of the trueſt joy, with his authoritative 

It l [ ſeal and ſignet, by the moſt emphatical ſo- | 
1 | | lemn ſanction to render it peculiarly and in- 


5 diſpenſibly obligatory upon Chri Mians; con- 


necting, you ſee, our happineſs with our 


5 duty, and annexing the nobleſt happineſs to 
the nobleſt duty. 
4 apophthegms i in all antiquity is that beautiful 

2 maxim of our Lord, It is more bleſſed to give 


One of the moſt elegant 


By the Apoſtle's manner of 
quoting it, it ſhould ſeem that this was a 
common and favourite ſaying of our Lord, 
| Remembering the words of our Lord, how hy 
| ſaid, It is more bleſſed, &c. The intention 


of this elegant moral aphoriſm is to ſhow, 
that the pleaſure of the bene factor i is greater 


Ny hat 


the ſenſibilities of the. perſon relieved by 2 


charitable. benefaCtion, however grateful, 1 
however 


benefits. 
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| however penetrated with the deepeſt ſenſe of : 


his obligations, are not ſo delicate and exqui- 
ſite, as thoſe ſenſations which the action, and 


| the conſciouſneſs of it, impart to the bene- 


factor. One might, otherwiſe, be at a loſs, . 


when preſent at the diſtribution of uſeful 
charities, which to congratulate, the worthy 
perſon diſpenſing, or the worthy objects r- 

i ceiving, did not this obſervation of our Lord 8 

, Evince, I hat the pleaſure of the benevolent 0 
donor far tranſcends the pleaſure of thoſe he -"- + 

| : « 1s it needful to ſhew, ſays a fine 

| vriter®, that benevolence and charity yield 

6: more pleaſure, more comfort and compla- f 
cency, than a contrary diſpoſition 7 Is any 
thing to be ſaid, or imagined, in behalf of 
envy, hatred, malice, revenge? The very ” 


bitterneſs of life, and the bane of all enjoy- : 


= ment. Even an indifference, a mere want of 
4 concern for the welfare of our fellow-crea- 


* u. buen. 55 


* F „ tures, 
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tures, muſt be an unnatural, ine hid, joyleſs ; 
ſtate of mind; as being indeed repugnant to 
the frame and firſt principles of human na- 
5 ture. But univerſal benevolence i is a conſtant | 
| ſource of pure ſatisfaction, and ſincere as. 1 
light: moſt pleaſing 1 in the exerciſe, and no 
lels grateful i in the remembrance. This is an 
enjoyment not only worthy of men and an- 
gels, but of God himſelf, who is therefore 5 


infinitely bleſſed becauſe infinitely good, By 


opening our hearts to the whole creation, we 
effectually conſult our own bliſs ; a bliſs com- 


mencing that moment, and enduring for ever. 


Hereby we ſecure an intereſt | in every good 
that befalls, and the public proſperity i is CUTS, | 
By rejoicing at the happineſs of others, we. | 
are ſure to partake with them, and the more 


= we ſympathize, the larger is our ſhare.” “ 


The exerciſe therefore of the benevolent and 1 
| ſocial affections, love,  beneficence, and cha- 


tity, renders a life of Religion peculiarly 1 


Fo Rapp as theſe wor wy and amiable diſpoſi 


ons 


a Religious Life. 5 
| tions are oat. of the moſt pure, ele- 
giant, exquiſite pleaſures, of the ſublimeſt, 

nobleſt, mental enjoyments. 


mar. x0 


1 HE happieſt families in this world are 
1 1 religious families. What a happy ſcene 
Religion ſpreads around it, is beſt ſeen 1 in a ©: 


lite harmonious ſocie ety,” the bond and ce- - 


= ment of whoſe union is piety. What a de- : 
lightful ſpectacle, a ſpectacle which Angels, 

| and Jeſus, and the bleſſed God, from the re- 
gdions of immortality ſurvey with pleaſure ; to 
7 ſee each individual, by the culture of the beſt 
| 5 diſpoſitions, . deſirous to promote the gene · 
ral good, anticipating their parents com- 
mands, ſtriving to leſſen, as much as poſſible, 
the preſſure of their infirmities, exerting 


3 every generous effort to communicate happi - | 


dess to a parent's boſom, inſtilling joy and 
4-: tranquillity and fatisfaQtion j into their minds, 


F4. „ 
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at a time of life when moſt they need conſo- 


5 lation, carefully avoiding every thing that 


would wound a parent's peace, ſtudying, by 


all the tender expreſſions of filial piety, to al- 


leviate their ſorrows, by a generous affection · 
ate condolence and ſympathy, ſharing their 


diſtreſſes, making their parent's God their 
= Ged, propoſing their example a model for 
| their imitation, forming their conduct upon 
-_ the fame worthy principles and maxims with 55 

: theirs, and, by every inſtance of duty and | 


0 obedience, making the decline of life to them 


= 2 calm,  chearful, ſerene | evening, | The 1 
5 greateſt ſallsfaction that parents can enjoy in 
the cloſing ſcenes of life, is to ſee in their || 

5 children amiable virtuous diſpaſitions. What 
5 e tranſport doth a fond parent” s boſom feel in 

5 ſeeing his children prefer ſuch friendſhips, 
and chooſe ſuch connexions, as will, through 1 

. the bleſſing of the Almighty, lay the founda- 

N : tion of happineſs here and hereafter ! I do 

| not think it poſlible for an higher happinels 


i 
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to be taſted in this ſcene of bag, than 
what a parent feels on ſuch occaſions. The 


virtue of children is the crown of hoary hairs, 
How are the pains and ſufferings of old age 


ſuſpended, | and decrepitude, indiſpoſition, 


loſs of health, loſs of appetite. and all its 
variety of miſery, ſoothed and ſoftened by the 
dutiful obedience and virtue of good children, 
by the pleaſing conſciouſneſs of their ſteadily 
- purſuing the paths of Religion, reverencing 
| the holy Scriptures, delighting in religious 
= ordinances, loving prayer and reading, and = 
ſtudying the improvement. of their minds in 
uſeful knowledge, Of all this happineſs f 8 
N families, of all theſe delectable ſcenes in the 
decline of life, of all this comfort from vir- 


| roous dutiful children, Religion, Religion is 
the ſole fountain, All this domeſtic happineſs | 
flows from Religion! 0 what a powerful i in- 
centive is this to parents to give their children 0 
a religious education, and to imbue their 
tender minds with the facred odour of theſe 


divine 


, 
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: divine principles, as ever they are deſirous to 


| reap this fair and copious harveſt of happi- 


neſs in the cloſe of life, as ever they are de- 
| -- firous to enjoy a calm, tranquil, chearful 
evening of life, as ever they are deſirous to 
live happily and die comfortably. And what 
a cogent motive is this alſo to children, to 
infix indelibly in their minds the uſeful in- 
ſtructions of their parents, to make them the 


amiable directory of their conduct, to erect 


their happineſs on the ſame baſis on which 

5 their religious parents founded their happi- ” 
3 neſs, and by the cultivation of the ſame prin- : 
ciples they ſaw their parents cultivate, by 

i implanting in themſelves the hahits they ac- 
a quired, aſſiduouſly endeavour to attain rhat 

ſ fignal felicity, in{the fruition of which they 
beheld their r parents fo ng ang lo eminently 

= happy. . 


CHAP. 


— — 
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C HAP. XII. 


| OW delectable and happy is a reli- 


gious life, when it is conſidered with 


what diſtingniſhed privileges and ſignal bleſ- 


ſings, the nobleſt cauſes. of the nobleſt joy, 
the Goſpel hath inveſted us What a ſub- 
ject, what an inexhauſtible ſubject for joy, 
chearfulneſs, exultation, and triumph doth 


the Goſpel exhibit! At the auſpicious incar- 


nation of our bleſſed Lord the he avenly choirs 


on earth, good- will towards men! F pity 


in tranſported : accents repeated, Peace ! Peace! 


thoſe, from my ſoul I pity them, whoſe 
gloomy minds and gloomy ſyſtems the tranſ- 


porting diſcoveries of the Goſpel cannot wake 
into ſacred chearfulneſs and Chriſtian ecſtaſy. | 
God is Love. Jeſus is Love. The Goſpel 


is a ſyſtem of Love; calculated to. inſpir e us 


with exbilalating hopes and animating pro- 
* The Goſpel 1 1s not a doctrine accord- 


3 8 


4 2 


N 
ing to melancholy. It was deſigned to chaſe 
all melancholy horrors both from the mind 


The Hoppinſs of 


and from the grave. It inſpires with joy and 
* peace in believing. He, who has a bleſſed 
immortality before him, cannot be difpirited 
and ſunk in the gloom of dezection and puſil- 
lanimous deſpon den- 85 te, Mo ſees a glo- 
rious wreath of unf. ading bliſs hung up full 

2 in his view to fire him with generous emula- 
tion, and is conſcious that, by the vigorous 
exertion of his virtuous endeavours, he can 
ſecure this glorious prize, cannot, with theſe 
pProſpects, with theſe. aſſurances, court a 
ſullen chearleſs gloom, and wrap his mind 
in the penſive ſable ſhades of inconſo- 
lable melancholy. It would be impious, un- 
generous, unchriſtian to do this. The Gol- 
pel was calculated, from its ſacred Fountain 


to diſtil o'er human life the pureſt ſtreams of 


5 the divineſt joy, To diſperſe every thing 
5 unfriendly to our natures, to diſſipate our 
borrows, to conſole us in an hour of diſtreſs 


-to 


— 
Nr 
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to animate us with heavenly abort. and to 
| inſpire us in this frail life's pilgrimage with on 0 
moſt rapturous ſtrains of the moſt rapturous —_ 
joy. Let not your heart be troubled, ſays 1 
our Lord. Ye believe in God, and ye believe 
in me. My peace 1 leave with you, my peace | | 
[ give unto you: not as the world giveth, | 

| 


— — 
A — 


— 


give I unto you: Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. Tf + ye loved e 
me, ye would rejoice, becauſe I go to the Fa- 
* ther. Rejoice in the Lord, ſays St. Paul, } 
_ yea, 1 fay unto you, rejoice. Who has ſuch 3 
cauſe for exultation as the Chriſtian! 8 
what ſacred tranſports of ſacred joy reſult 


from conſidering ourſelves as the heirs of - 
God, and the coheirs with Jeſus of the ſame 
bleſſed immortality ! What vigour and ani- 
mation are excited by the explicit promiſes 
of divine aſſiſtance in all our difficulties! 
What comfort and peace of mind flow from 
1 the aſſured forgiveneſs of ſins upon ſincere. | 
| repentance ! What exceſſes of holy | Joy 6 
. V ll 
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the grand diſcoveries of the Golpel inſpire! 


The clear revelation of ETERNAL LIFE, 
the propoſed reward of perſevering holineſs, 


enforcing every duty, repeated in every page, 
is a doctrine ſufficient to baniſh all our ſor- 


| rows, alleviate all our pains, ſuſpend. all our 
” ſufferings, and to expand and enr apture our 
boſom with ecſtaſies of love, gratitude, and 
triumph. Oer the New 'T eſtament Fuſtin 
59 55 Martyr breaks out into this ecſtatic exclama- 
tion: This have I found to be the only ſafe 
| and uſeful philoſophy x. The deſign of | 
: Chriſtianity is to inſpire its profeſſors with 
; religious joy ; but the deſign of many ſyſ- : 
tems, that have pretended to be founded 
upon it, is to inſpire men with chearleſs me- 

ü lancholy. He who expatiates Oer the vaſt 
and various bleſſings of the Covenant of 


Grace, and conſiders himſelf as perſonally in; 


* Fury wory zei 0 p. No argue Te Kits Us | 


: . | Joſlin Mart, edit, _—_ b. 235. 


reſted 


I 


r — — 
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| tereſted in them for time and eternity, will 
think it impoſſible that any intelligent being, 
| however diſpoſed to gloom and dejection, can 
| really review and revolve this bleſſe d gas: 
with cold inſenſibility, with a mind dark 


and ſombrous and ſullen, incapable by na- 


ture, by habit, or by ſyſtem, of fecling the 


| divine force and energy of theſe animating. 


| truths and glorious tranſporting alſurances, | 


R. LIGION 1s ; the wiſeſt happieſt art 5 


we can lea arn; for it will teach us not 
| only to live happily, but to die comfortably. _ 
It will yield us the beſt ſupports at a time 


when we ſhall have moſt need of ſupports. 
This faithful companion travels with us 
| through lite, nor quits us when we die. It 
attends us when every thing elſe hath deſerted 
Ina dying hour i its comforts and conſo- 
7 low arc 8 grout. n this Wow: it 


ſhines e 


0 The Hopi of 


7 ſhines forth with redoubled luſtre, infuſes a 
| chearful ray into the dark valley of the ſha- 


- dow of death, and enables us to enter it with 


ſongs of victory and triumph. —Dying is, 
abſtractedly, an awful event. To exchange 2 
time for eternity, to cloſe our eyes for ever 
upon this world, to bid a long, long fare- 


well to all the objects of our fond affections, 


: and to launch from the port of human life 
Into an unknown world, that will never, never 1 
l have an end, is unutterably ſolemn.— But is 


there nothing chat diſarms death of its . 


and ſtrips the grave of its gloomy horrors ? 2— 
* x Yes, O tranſporting thought! Religion does 
£2 this. "0 death! where is now thy ting ! Q : 
5 grave! where is Now. thy victory! Thanks 
Gt be to God who hath given us the victory 
: through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! O Religion 125 | 
= - how ſacred is thy power! How ſovereign thy 


influence ! Nor time, nor the events of time, 


nor the ſtroke of death, can folicit thy j joys, 


5 WT, thy « divine luſtr e, or r pollute thoſe pure 
1 refreſhing 


u Religious Life, vi 
refreſhing ſtreams which thou emitteſt to al- 
lay our thitſt, and exhilarate our languor ! 
Religion enables the good Chriſtian to quit 
this world without a ſigh, to leave its illu · 
ſive viſionary joys without regret, and to bid 
an eternal adieu to it with chriſtian firmneſs, 

ſerenity, | and triumph. O how delectable 
are the proſpects it ſpreads before the Chriſ. 


tian in his expiring moments ! In the article 


of death, how delightful is the review of a 
good life! Within the full attraction of that | 
tranſcendent ineffable happineſs that awaits | : 

him, with what decency, honour, and ap- 


plauſe doth he make his exit from the ſtage 2a 


of this life: even, amidſt the painful diſſo- 
lution of ſoul and body, feeling all the ple- 
nitude of the divineſt ſatisfactions, all the ex- 


F ceſſes of a mental Jy, unſpeakable and full | 
of ee 5 
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CHAP. XIV. 


ENTO the next ſcene of being let us s pur- 
1 ſue Religion, and ſee what event awaits 
ber there. In the human boſom our good 


Ereator hath enkindled the ardent deſire of ff 


immortality, and he will as certainly atisfy 
this defire as he firſt infuſed it. This divine 
principle will triumph over the ruins of the 
grave, and flouriſh in immortal exiſtence. 


What glorious hopes hath the Goſpel lighted 


up in the Chriſtian's breaſt. Chriſtians are 


more than merely the exßectants, they are 


the heirs, of immortality! What tranſporting 
110 proſpects hath our Lord exhibited before us. 
| The objects, after which he hath taught u. 
t aſpire, are no leſs than glory, honour, and 
05 immortality! The curtain, which interpoſed 


between time and eternity, is now dropped, 


” and the delectable ſcene extends! in one vaſt, 
various, unbounded proſpect, far, far beyond 


| the. vell which once intervened. How free 


S are the diſcoveries of the Goſpel ! with what 
heſitation and diffidence do all the celebrated 
ſages of antiquity, who had only the light 
| of reaſon to direct their enquiries, diſcourſe ' 

on this ſubje&t ! What unhappy mixtures of 
fable and fiction chequer their beantiful A. 5 
quiſitions on this topic! Futurity to them 
was inveloped in the dire uncomfortable 
ſhades of impervious gloom ; the philoſophic 
eye, that laboured to pierce this gloom, was 
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from dubious error and cruel uncertainty 


obſcured and weakened by the poetic errors 
and abſurdities of hoary and venerable anti- 
quity. The Goſpel is the only Syſtem, that 
- hath exhibited life and immortality in a ra- 
tonal unclouded light. The revelation of 
this grand doctrine is its diſtinguiſhing ex · 


cellence, its unrivalled glory, and diſcriminates 


it from every. Religion the world ever ſaw, 


What an additional weight, therefore, hath | 

this bleſſed inſtitution thrown into the ſcale 

of virtue! What infinite attr rations hath Re- 2 
.c - ligion 
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ligion now for her votaries ! The promiſe of 


the life that now is, and of the life which is 
to come! The Chriſtian's view is not circum- 
ſcribed within the contraſted bounds of this 
| vain and viſionary life. This world is not 
the ſepulchre of all his hopes. He affects 
ſublimer things, aſpires after nobler objects, 
: and gives a free and liberal ſcope to his im- 
mortal powers in expatiating over thoſe 
boundleſs unutterable joys which God hath 
= prepared for perſevering virtue. 15 It is in 
: eternity Religion i is crowned : it is in eternity 
ber brows are encircled with a diadem of 
| glory ineffable. O happy, happy world! 
where bleſſed angels and glorified f pirits ſhall 
= hail the introduction of the good Chriſtian, 
hail his approach with ſongs of victory and 
acclamations of triumph, and attend him with 

_ celeſtial ovations to his appointed manſon ! 


Think, how eſtatic and raviſhing muſt be 
the beatific viſion of the ever- bleſſed God, 


* when | * ny Are his glory, before 


Which 


a Religious Life. Oo - 
which the cherubim, ſeraphim, and all the 
1nfinite orders of the celeſtial inhabitants falt 


proſtrate, and in the tranſports of adoring 
| rapture cry out, Holy ! holy ! holy! Lord 
God Almighty. The happineſs of heaven is 


6: comprized in one ſingle expreſſion, They 
all ſee God ! How many vaſt unutterable 1 


ideas doth this ſhort ſentence include! No 


Tron fays our Lord, has ſeen the Father. 


Such a flood of glory, poured upon frail 5 
mortality, would overwhelm all our powers. | 
We ſhall have new faculties that will enable = 

us to ſuſtain this immenſely glorious fight, 
and to imbibe all that inconceiyable bliſs - | 
| which ſach a ſpectacle infuſes. Think, what 


it is to refle&t the emanations of the di- 


vine glory, to beheld as in a 22 to uſe the 
Apoſtle's divine language, the glory of the 
Lord, and to be changed into the ſame image 
from glory to glory. Think what it is to 
have immediate communion with the Father 


ol our Tpirlts, to be pure in his purity, wig 


. in 
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86 The Happineſs of 

in his wiſdom, happy in his happineſs, to 

feel at all our ſenſes and perceptions the in- 
flux of his light and truth and love, and 
to be admitted into the perfect fruition of 

his ſacred preſence, where is fulneſs of joy, 


and pleaſures infinitely ſurpaſſing all our 


moſt gy ideas and e 


© H A P. XV. 
: OULD you know the happineſs that 


crowns. a religious life, turn your 


thoughts to the auſpicious morning of the 
2 reſurrection. The reſurrection of the dead 
is the grand ca taſtrophe and conſummation 
of all ſublunary things. Here the ſcene of 
mortality cloſes. Here the great drama of 
human life winds up. At this great period 
; time ends, eternity begins. At this glorious 
ra time is ſwallowed up in the boundleſs 


| ocean of eternity, The reſurrection is the 


commencement of all our happineſs; the 


* auſpicious date of an happiness that will flow 
| "ai 
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on in a chinr, full, lucid, ſpreading, endleſs 
| ſtream through all the rolling ages of a 

| boundleſs immortality ! The bleſſed dawn of 


the morning of the reſurrection will ſee us for 


ever releaſed from the priſon of a frail mor- 
tal body, and vindicated into the perfect 
liberty and perfect happineſs of the ſons ok 


God. This happy propitious morn will riſe 
upon us, O how changed, how transformed . 


this corruptible veſted with i incorruption, this 
mortal cloathed with immortality! Adornet N 
with a reſplendent heavenly robe of ineffable 
radiance, all our intellectual powers alert, 
active, vigorous, no longer oppreſſed with _ 
an incumbent load of earth and ſenſe, clouded 
by the intervention of animal affections, and 
impeded in their operations by the inert acci- 
dents of fleſh and blood. What light, and 
truth, and knowledge will then break upon 
us! How will all our former difficulties 
raniſh, and the clouds and darkneſs, that now | 
| exvelop o our winds, in a moment diſperſe for 
0 4 „„ erer! 
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85 ever! 0 W hour! when we ſhall wake 
f into new life, turn our eyes upon the vaulted 
heaven, and ſee a glorious triumphant ſcene, 
our bleſſed Lord deſcending with ten thou- 
ſand of his ſaints, to adorn the temples of 
all his virtuous followers with a wreath of 
immortal amaranth. What ſenſibilities, what 


emotions, greater than tongue can expreſs, b 


greater than thought can form, muſt this 
glorious ſpectacle excite in the glowing bo- 
5 5 ſom of the good Chriſtian ! ! This is the event 
A which was the object of all his hopes. This | 
is the day for which he paſſionately aſpired. 5 
This, this is the glorious period, Which 


amidſt all th e ſorrows and ſufferings of mor: 
tal life inſpired him with animating conſola- 


tion, and made him more than conqueror 
through him chat had loved him. 0 how 
will the good Chriſtjan hail his deſcending 
Saviour! With what ſongs of triumph will 
de felicitate bis illuſtrious, advent! O how | 
; will} he > congratulate himſelf, and thoſe who 5 


band 5 
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ſtand round him, that he who declared he 
would come, is now arrived to uſher them into 
complete ſalvation, What a mixture of tus 
multuous paſſions will then ſtruggle in our 

boſoms, love, gratitude, admiration, ecſtaſy, |; 
when we behold this ſight, when we awake 
from our long adamantine flumbers, ſtart from 


the ſilent clay-cold grave, open our eyes into | 
eternity, and ſee all this flood of glory burſt- 


ing upon us! What tears of joy, if the 
- bleſſed can weep, will guſh from our eyes at 
 fecing ſuch a fight, in beholding ſuch a vaſt, 
immenſely glorious ſcene, at ſeeing him as he 


ic, with ineffable ſweetneſs, with compla- 


x, cential benignity and love in his countenance, 


applanding his followers victorious faith, 

their unſhaken perſeverance, ſtretching forth 

| his hand, then pronouncing over them that 

f tranſporting ſentence, Well done! good and 
faithful ſervants ! enter ye into the joy of 
pour Lord! Upon hearing a ſentence, which 7 
makes | immortality his on, will not the 
N Chuiſiaa 


„ The Happineſs of 
Chriſtian, in a flood of tranſport, like Sciþia, 
embrace his natal ſoil, and hail the happy 
world his virtues won. Ecſtatic thought! | 
5 that we ſhall now through all eternity con- 
verſe with the divine compaſſionate Jeſus, be 2 
admitted into the intimacies of his love, 

compoſe | a part of the brillant, illuſtri- 
| ous, ineffably magnificent train of happy 
5 ſpirits, accompany him wherever he goes, 

5 attend him to whatever places and regions he - 
5 viſits in the boundleſs expanſe of God's 8 

heaven, and be deriving from bim lars ger and : 
larger meaſures of knowledge and happineſs 
through all the revolving ages of an eternal 15 


world. Bleſſed abodes! where ſin aud for- 2 


row never enter, where all human imperfec- 


N tion is for ever unknown, whoſe inhabitants = 


are haraſſed with no evils, excruciated with i Y 
| no pain, haunted by no anxieties, ſeduced by 5 
no temptations, pr ivileged from the. ſhafts of 
. | death, where God wipes all tears from their | 
. oe, me” where harmony, Peace, and lore 


reign 
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reign for ever. Happy ſeats! in which we ſhall 
5 mingle with the general aſſembly of all thewiſe 
and good that ever lived, be aſſociated to the 
collective community of thoſe virtuous happy 

| ſpirits of whom we have read, in which 
we ſhall meet our worthy anceſtors, pious 
parents, affectionate brothers, amiable chil- 
dren, all our virtuous relations, fr iends, and 
: acquaintance, meet to part no more for ever, 


and mutually form a friendſhip and ſociety | 


that will laſt as long as immortality endures. _ 


L Bleſſed manſions ! in | which we mall have ä 2 


5 eternity before us, in which we ſhall hre, 
When perhaps it will be forgot that ever we 5 
: animated ſuch a body as the preſent, or lived 


in ſuch a world as the preſent. 


CHAP. XVI. 


\HINK then, Es for God's lake, 7 
for thy own ſake, [ beſeech il thee, think 


95 vhs it is to forfeit immortality, to diſinherit 8 


8 thyſelf of what | is thy proper, natural, aſſured 
| | 5 e 


„ -- The Happineſs of - 
poſſeſſion, as the heir of Cod, to exclude 
thyſelf from an inheritance incorruptible, un 
defiled, and that never fades away, to loſe ſuch 
an inheritance as this for What— for a few 
TE. mean, abject gratifications,” in a ſhort and 
* fugitive life, that will ſoon come to an end 
with the youngeſt of us; to barter ſuch a glo- 
rious reverſion for a few brutal ſhort-lived 
pleaſures, hardly worthy to be ſtiled plea- 
: ſures. What folly and madneſs ever equalled 
- this ! ! To part with heavea for earth, a bleſſed ; 
immortality {or a ſinful mortality! ! to ſacri- 
fice all the bleſſed neſs of a never ending eter- 
335 nity fora few tranſitory moments, for a vain 
| and viſionary life, for the vain and viſionary 
* pleaſures ele, which are, at longeſt, but for 
- a, ſeaſon. Were all the philoſophers, orators, 
| and divines, that ever lived, aſſembled toge- 
1 ther, they could not ſufficiently expoſe the 
: folly and Giſty action of mortals f in this great . 
| concern. Born as we are all to glory, ho- 
vour, and immortality, and yet bury all our 


3 5 „ native 
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ö native hopes in the narrow putrid grave of 
| this life, what a proſtitution is this of our | 
3 heaven- born powers, what an affront to the 5 

5 ever - bleſſed God, who kindled i in our boſoms 
theſe deſires, and would as certainly have ſa- 
; tisfied them as he kindled them; to what a 
c low, abject, deſpicable, groveling condition 
do we vilely and voluntarily degrade our- | 
ſelves from the nobleſt ſummit of the nobleſt 8 
| elevation. 0 ignominious diſgraceful fall! 25 
Born to flouriſh in eternal exiſtence, yet 
- chooſing to become the victims of eternal 5 
death! 0 thou once exalted creature, the 
ſon of God, and the heir of immortality, 
thou, in whom there once reſided whatever 
can to thought or ſenſe be formed great, 
| glorious, honourable, dignified, illuſtrious, : 
how art thou fallen! how art thou loſt! 
L Thou haſt ſold thy glorious birth- right for £ 
Fr painted cloud, a gilded trifle, a fleeting. 
| ſhadow, a gay, 7 illuſive, ſhort- lived dream of : 
| plealure | that will loa. be diſturbed ; 3 thou 


eta terns nee nome Diya os 


94 
haſt forgot, thou. haſt choſen to forget, thy 

celeſtial origin, thy Father, and thy Father's 
| houſe, in which there are many manſions 
provided for the reception of his virtuous 

obedient children; and unmindful of what | 
thou art, and of what thou wilt be, thou haſt 


7 be + "Bl pinſs of 


. inglorioully acquieſced i in the mean and mi- 
ſerable accommodations of an inn, burying 


5 in eternal oblivion all thoughts of thy native 
f country, and thy native home. 0 that men 
were wile, that they would but regard this, 
that they would but conſider their latter end. | 
1 that creatures, whoſe exiſtence in this lite 
bs ſo extremely ſhort, and ſo infinitely Pr eca- | 
| rious, would conſider what heaven 1 is; hat 
immortality means, what the title, ſons of ö 
Cod and heirs of Ged, implies, what happi- 


neſs awaits the righteous, be excited to che- 


riſh a laudable ambition, to think and live 
and conduct themſelves worthy their high 
7 and heavenly birth, and ardently aſpire after 


. eee patcimony, which God will as 


 afſuredly | 


; 
ö 
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:Nuredly c one day beſtow as he hath now Pro- | 
miſed to beſtow it. Immortality, reader, is 
no fable. | Immor tality is not the fiction of 
prieſts to awe and enſlave the world. Eter- 8 
nity is no dream, no ideal romantic illuſion. 
God hath promiſed it: that Being, whoſe 
veracity is inviolable, hath appointed us the 
| heirs of it. This inheritance, to which we 
are thus raiſed, is not indeed in this life. * 5 
is not our home. -T his is not the Chriſtian 
portion, or the Chriſti an's reſt. We can __ | 
in this probationary ſcene anticipate its Joys, 
and by devout meditations antedate the un- 
utterable vaſtneſs and plenitude of its feli- 
city. This inheritance is in reverſion. It i 8 
beyond the grave, Religion inſures it to us. 
Death will introduce us to it. We muſt paſs. | 
through the valley of the hadow of death be- 
- fore the fight of 1 its happy ſhores ſalute our | 
enraptured view. This earthly houſe of our 


tabernacle muſt be diſſolved before we fully 


know the Joys which Cod hath frepared for 
. the fe who [roe him. | e Who 
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| immortality. ** 


Who would not, therefore, that has any 
regard ſor his temporal and everlaſting 1 inte · 


reſts, embrace a Religious Life, the parent of all 

this immenſe profuſion of happineſs? Who 
would not, that has any affecting thought of 5 
What he now is, by the noble privilege of his 
birth, what he is deſtined to be by the glo- 

_ rious diſpenſation of the Goſpel covenant, who 
that has any penetrating influencing ſenſe of 

5 the happineſs that awaits him, if he perſiſt | in 

| the practice of Religion for a little tranſitory 

pittance of time, that will be ſoon ſwallowed 

| up and loſt in the great occan of eternity, = 

would not, from this moment, relinquiſh every 

beloved vice, diſſolve every ſiaful connection, 

: burſt from all his wicked aſſociates, avoid 


every place and every company, that would 


endanger his virtue, deprave his heart, provoke 


i his God, and obſcure his proſpects, and, with 
an heart fired by a virtuous and Chriſtian 
emulation, preſs forwards, with eager and im- 


patient ops,” to > ſeize the e Palm of. 
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Hz chief merit of the following 
5 little practical eſſay, is the im- 
5 ? portance of the ſubject. The firſt : 


|| draught of it was a plain diſcourſe to 2 
ſerve the intereſts of religion among 2 


my | own congregation ; 3 but being f 
preached to ſeveral ſocieties of proteſt- 
ant diſſenters in the neighbourhood, 
they judged the publication of it 
might be uſeful, and were importunate 5 
with me to conſent to it. I therefore 


intreat every reader, whether he be 


5 learned critic, or an unlearned Chriſ- 
tan, that he would be pleaſed to con- 
H 2 der 
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ſider it, not as the Paddie of the 
N Head, but of the Heart. I am very 


ſenſible that the beſt diſcourſe on a ſe- 
rious ſubject, from the moſt learned 


. and celebrated divine, much leſs from 5 , 


me, would not be generally attended 


5 to in the preſent ſtate of Practical reli- : 


gion. When controverſy has of I t * 


| been ſo warmly agitated 1 in the church, 5 
and Chriſtians have been running into J 


parties concerning an intermediate Hate, 8 


and concerning che true charalier of a 


man after God's own. heart z and are 


now diſputing about the neceſſity of 
water-baptiſm, and the expediency of 


EM liturgy, and contending for and againſt | 


theſe Things, as if falvation depended 3 


on the iſſues of the debate; there is = 59 


| little reaſon to hope that a Plain . 
ED hortation t to an a life wil gain much 5 


PREFACE. 201 
of their attention. Happy! if my fate 
be not like that of the pious and ob- 


ſcure perſon, mentioned by the eccle- 
ſiaſtical hiſtorians; who, at one of the 
great general councils, when a moſt nu- 
merous convocation of Chriſtian bi- 


ſhops were all bawling and quarrelling 
5 about the Trinity, begged, again and 
again, to be heard: this being after 
long importunity and with great diffi- 
6 culty obtained, he ſtood up, and, 
while the whole ſynod expected to 
1355 ſomething deciſive concerning the 
125 Hemouſo 70, in a grave and ſolemn voice 
repeated the following paſſage from St. 
5 Paul. : T grace of God, that bringeth 
| ſelvation, hath appeared to all men, teach- 
ing us, that denying ungoaline/s and worldly 
5 lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
bf godly inthis preſent world—But what was 
; Hz. the 


wm PREPAC FE. 

the conſequence— He was univerſally 
hiſſed Nobody knew him, or would 

oyn they knew him They fell imme- g 
i diately to their clamouring concerning 
the bypoſtatical union, eternal genera- 
tion, everlaſting Sonfbip, neceſſary ema- 
nation; abuſing, calling names, and 
0 denouncing damnation one upon an- - 
other, for not believing in theſe un- 
5 intelligible and curious ſubtilties, juſt 
18 they themſelves | believed. May 
God grant Chriſtians, in our days, a Y 
2 ſpirit of greater forbearance, candour, 


maoderation and love, one towards an- 


other, and the wiſdom to conſider and 
treat every thing as but of ſecondary 
and ſubordinate value to real holineſs 
1 of life! To promote this great deſign 
of Chriſtianity ſhall ever be my ſole 
ambition, and this I am bound to do, 
1 both -: 
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both by precept and example, to the 
utmoſt of my abilities, as a miniſter 
5 of the goſpel. 5 x; 
I cannot conclude, without reſtifying 
 howgreatly I am indebted to the kind- 

neſs of my friends, and to the candour 

: of the publick, for the favourable re- 
8 ception which they have been pleaſed 
do give to my Account of a Converſion 


. of 4 Drisr, and to this little practical — 


treatiſe. I gratefully profeſs my ac- 


| knowledgments alſo to the Monthly 


- Reviewers, for their | recommending : 
theſe performances to publick notice, 
and for the kind hint they lately gave 
me, in their animadverſions on the firſt : 
impreſſion of this pamphlet, concern- 
ing the 7 bief on the croſs. This ſin- 


_ gular cale, whether it can be urged as 


an argument in n favour of the accept- 
Es H 5 ableneſs 


104 PRE F AC E. 
albleneſs of a death- bed repentance, I 
| | have largely conſidered in this ſecond 
TT edition, which x: humbly recommend 5 


to the reader's candid cenſure, and ſe- f 
rious attention. : 


'REFLEC- 


REFLECTIONS 
ON THE | 
UNACCEPTABLENESS OF A DEATH-BeD 


HERE 1s is hardly any man, how aban- 
1 doned and depraved ſoever, but in his 
_ ſober intervals thinks that he will break off 
bis vicious courſe ſome time or other, and 
ſpend the evening of his days in ſobriety and : 
- Peace. No ſooner is the crime committed, 
1 intemperance cloyed, and reflection takes 
place, but he reſolves to free himſelf from 


"8 uneaſy ſh ſhackles of reſtleſs deſire, craving . 


petite, and irregular paſtion ; and Some. 
| . vill 


Cc 
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vill even date the preciſe time at which they 
are determined to reform, and begin a bet- 
ter courſe of life. Such thoughts and ſuch | 
reſolutions naturally rife and force themſelves 
upon the mind, when corrupt appetite is 


ſated, and ſenſuality llumbers. Nay, even 


in the- midſt of theſe lawleſs deſires them - 
ſelves, and in the immediate purſuit of for- 

5 . bidden pleaſures, how frequently, how pain- _ 
fully does the ſinner” 8 heart dictate ſuch 

. ſilent reſolves as theſe : — .* 1 will forſake 


0b this courſe, in which I am now embark- 


ed Some time hence I am determined to 


ns throw off theſe habits I have contracted, - 


« to controul and ſubdue theſe unruly and 
| immoderate deſires that now govern me, 


and after ſuch a time I will be a mirror 
« of temperance and heavenly: mindedneſs.“ 


Nou / nothing more evidently ſhews us, 


| how infinitely repugnant and fatal vide is to 
. men's trueſt happineſs, than this. Wicked 
| 5 perſons themſelves being. s judges, a courſe of 


vice 
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vice is not man's ſupreme felicity and good. 7 
Vice never more effectually condemns itſelf, | 
than when it makes its votaries ardently | 
long for the eaſe, freedom, and liberty of a 
religious life. How is it poſſible for ſinners 
to expoſe the fundamental errors and falſe 
pleaſures of the couries they purſue in a 

manner more notorious and flagrant, than 
When they betray an uneaſineſs in them, 
: thirſt after more durable and ſolid good 
than what they find in them, and reſolve 
in future life to attain it. I believe very fer 
perſons, when they firſt enter into the paths _ 
3 vice, intend to per ſevere in them through : 

life. And eſpecially, if a perſon has been 

| happy i in a religious education, ſuch an one 
commits the firſs heinous crime with the 
greateſt reluctance, and, at the time, is de- 
termined he will never, for the future, be 
prevailed upon to repeat it. But when the 
bounds of virtue are once overleaped, and 
the reſtraints. of religion broken, then, in- 
„ : deed, 
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| deed, reſolution continues, but the force and 
power of it are greatly relaxed and wea- 
kened. Though the fr? crime was per- 
- . petrated with pain and horror, yet they 8 
ceed to the next with leſs uneaſineſs, to a 
third and fourth with rapture, and for the 
: fature vice bears down reaſon and conſcience : 
E with an irreſiſtible torrent. But when awak- : 
= ing from this ſtupidity, they reſſect in what 
| purſuits they are engaged, and where theſe | 
will end, then they form reſolutions of amend- 
ment, and think of nothing leſs than perſiſt- 
ing in theſe courſes through the whole of 
life. e | 
| There is fuch : an innate tende ind hor- 
ror in vice, that nothing could reconcile men E 
tio the love of it, but len gth of time, long 
familiarity, and long habit — nay, not all 
„ theſe, neither long habit, nor long familia- 
rity, nor length of time can reconcile men to 
it. All, who are its unhappy captives, ſigh 
for liberty, utter many Truitleſs viſhee, and 
form 


— 
— 


— — 


0 


» 
F 


and dethroned their reaſon, it is then become 1 


| form, When Sin has ſtruck its roots into 


of their felicity, it is almoſt ſure to leave 


chantment; but the deſires they have in- 
famed, and the habits they have contracted, 
make theſe deſires and reſolves ineffectual. 
They are again enticed, again comply, and 
are again entangled. When ſinners have 


ſuffered their vices to grow into long and in- 


; reterate habits, and have, by repeated in- 
dulgencies, ſilenced the voice of conſcience, 


the moſt difficult thing i in the world to re- 


the ſoul, and, for a number of years, been 
converting every thing there into its food 
and nouriſhment, it is next to impoſſible 
erer to be eradicated; Such perſons may 
; form ſpecious reſolutions of amendment, and 
determiue ſome time or other to execute 
a them; but when that diſtant time comes, 
which they have marked as the happy date 


them as impenitent as it found them, Of 
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form many vain reſolutions to break the en- 


© I ͥ — 


-) 


an 


It moves forward with ſtill greater and great- 


1 10 22 01 the. — 


all habits a habit of vice is the moſt difficult 
to be overcome. From the moment that any 
| one perſon begins a bad courſe, he knows 
5 not where his career will ſtop, to what 
lengths he may proceed, or when and where 
his vices will end. For a courſe of vice is na · 
turally as progreſſive as a courſe of virtue, 


| er rapidity and force, and bears down before 


it all religious conſiderations, all virtuous im- 
x preſſions, and all reſolutions and deſigns of 
repentance and amendment. Is it not, there 

8 fore, our higheſt wiſdom to fly from ſuch a 
pernicious evil ? Are not our intereſt, duty, 
and happineſs all concerned in ſhunning 
| theſe deſtructire rocks, that will /hiþwreck 
\ cur ſouls, and plunge in ruin our conſcience, 
reaſon, underſtanding, and every thing that 
is dear and valuable to us? All the vigilance: 
we can exert, all the prudence. and caution 


we can exerciſe, are little enough to prevent 


us from eatering: on a courſe of life which | 
Tr | 7 will 5 


—— — 
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— 
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will thus defeat our worthieſt defi igus, and 


fruſtrate all our virtuous and beſt- formed 
reſolutions. Todo all in my power to deter 
men from incurring this danger, and for- 


feiting their virtue and happineſs for ever, 3 


deſign, in the following ſections, to expoſe. 
the inexcuſeable folly and wretchedneſs of 
delaying amendment of life, and deferring 5 
repentance to a late fealon, or to a death- 


bed. 


1 8 *. 1 


F HAT renders ſoch a ut mi. 
" juſtifiably foolith, and infinitely ha- 


zardous is, becauſe it is trifling in affairs of 


the laſt importance, on which depend our 


ererlaſting happineſs or miſery. Every one 
knows, that there can be no ſalvation with- 
out an holy life, and no final happineſs with- | 


out habits and diſpoſitions for it. It is uni- 


verſally certain, that every ſoul muſt be ex - 


- duded from heaven, which is impure and 


| en 


a6, ak "_ —— . — 
ũÜ—ͤ——— — Dor Ay — —U — eee . 


112 Reflefions on the Unacceptablentſs 
5 unboly, and that guilt and vice, of any kind, 
utterly diſqualify for celeſtial bleſſedneſs. If 
_ diſpoſitions and habits of virtue be not cul- 
of tivated and acquired by us, we are for ever 
rendered unfit for the preſence of God, and 

. the ſociety and friendſhip of holy angels and 
bleſſed ſpirits; for every ſoul, which is unholy 
* and impure, is an object of God's diſplea - 
ſure. This, therefore, is the infinite hazard 
and danger of deferring amendment of life. 
For if death ſurprize ſuch an one beſere he 
has put his reſolutions of repentance and a 
better life into execution, his condition is 


1 miſerable beyond redreſs. And is not ſuch 


an one in the moſt dreadful and deplorable 
- ij; who knows that, if he die with all 
| his guilt and fins upon him, he muſt be irre- ; 
| coverably loſt, yet at the ſame time can put 
off the great work of his falvation from 
month to month, from year to year, juſt as 


2X he could repent, and reform, and over- 
come a bad habit, with as much caſe as he 
5 cn 


_ 
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form theſe vain and frivolous reſolutions. 
„ The only way of averting God's diſpleaſure 
| is repentance and a good life. "And how im- | 
prudent, how fatal is it to defe r this a mo- 
ment! The condition of every one, Who 
dies in an impenitent ſtate, is irrevocably 
fixed and determined for ever. And Who 
ſees not the infinite ſtupidity and madneſs OE 
teſting ſecure in this danger of mocking God 
by. ſolemn promiſes of future amendment, 
and expoſing ourſelves to his indignation by 
inſtantly repeating thoſe very ſins which we | 
intend one day to correct and renounce, 5 
Would any wiſe man allow himſelf to be neg- 
ligent and unconcerned, when his everlaſting | 
happineſs was in danger! ? The loſs of the ſoul 
is irreparable. If this be once forfeited by ; 
careleſſneſs and irreſolution, all our peace, 
comfort, and enjoyment petiſh with it for 
ever. And he, who can ſpeak peace to him- 
{elf in this danger, and ſuffer himſelf to trifle 
with religion and eternity, is like that impru- : 
1 T e 5 dent 
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| dent wretch, who could lumber on a maſt 
in the midſt of a tempeſt, or who could 
make ſport on the edge of a precipice, that 
f was crumbling under his feet, 


What inexcuſable and deſperate folly and 


danger is it, therefore, thus to fluctuate, | 

when etcrnal happineſs or miſery are before 
us, and reſolve and re-reſolve, till all the 
ſands of life are run. 75 a. day we may repent, 
reform, and begin a new life, to-morrow is 
all uncertain, and not one moment of it we 
5 can call our own *, Now the mercy of God 
5 is attainable, and by immediately engaging in 
the great work of our ſalvation we may ſe- 

cure it, If we defer ſecuring it, it is evident 


that we are ignorant of its value, and think 


it not of that importance, as to forego our 
preſent gratifications for the ſake of it, "But 
eternal bappineſs loſes not its intrinſic value 


and moment for our careleſſneſs and negli- ol 


+ Non eſt, crede mihi, ſapientis dicere, Nivim; 
* nimis vita eſt craſtina: vive hodie. | 
Sk MART. lib, i, p. 16. 


Lence 
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| fence to ſecure it. Its loſs is not to be com- 

penſated by all the riches, pleaſures, and ho- 
nours of this vain world. He would be 
found, at laſt, to have made but a wretched 
5 purchaſe, who ſbould have gained the world, 
and loft his own ſoul. Nothing is an equiva- 5 
lent for this. What ſball a man give in ex- 
change for his foul ? And yet, how is this in- 
 eſtimable good baſely parted with and ruined 

2 for the ſhort-lived inſincere pleaſures of this 
fe, how wickedly is it depreciated and loſt, 
when men cannot ſee the neceſſity of ſecuring - 
* immediately by timely repentance and 
amendment of life ! Is it not our duty and 
| Intereſt, then, to comply with the gracious | 
terms of our ſalvation and happineſs, to em- 
Hh brace thoſe benevolent propoſals which God 
freely offers us, and by immediate and genuine 
repentance and obedience, ſecure tHIt eternal 

| life which God has promiſed as the reward | 
\ of © our aftive virtue and ſincere endeavours, 1 


1 
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0 N norHtR Neil that renders theſe. 
1 delays fooliſh and hazardous, is the 


bd = ftiortneſs and uncertainty of human life. 


Could we ſafely depend on time and a long” 
life, and enſure the continuance of our health = 
and vigonr, then indeed wicked perſons might 
| alledge ſome plauſible pretence for deferring 


. repentance. But if human life be not only 85 


: ſhort, but- precarious and uncertain, and : 
: the preſeut moments are all we have in our 
5 own / power, then the folly of theſe delays 
mult appear infinitely wretched and fatal. 
The ſcenes of life are perpetually ſhifting 
and varying.. Thoſe. many myriads, who 
| Have acted their ſeveral parts, before us, on 


tte ſtage of life, are all vaniſhed into ſilent 
* darkneſs, and we, Uke them, muſt ſoon diſ- 


- —— — —ä — — 
— — — 


appear to make room for others, who, in 
their . ſhall lenk i into everlaſting forget- _ 
22 - 7 Fe 5 ;  fulneſs, x: 
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folneſs. All faſb is as graſs, and all tbe 


glory of man as the flower of graſs, for a 
- while it flouriſhes, and diſplays a beauteous 


variety of many lovely and ſtriking colours, 
but is ſoon cut down, and the glory of the 
faſhion thereof periſhes for ever. Health and | 
| vigour of conſtitution, childhood, youth, and 
manhood are no ſecurity. Death infeſts the 
whole of our journey through life, and cuts 
us off in every ſtage of it. How is the 
moſt firm health impaired and broken by 
ſome unexpected diſcaſe ! How ſoon does the 
moſt vigorous and robuſt conſtitution languiſn 
and ſink under the aſſault of ſome fatal diſ- 


temper, and the tace, that one day bleſſed us 1 


with its ſmiles, the next day ſhocks us with . 
pale and livid ghaſtlineſs and horror Chill. 
laood and youth are vanity. How many thou- 
ſands and millions are there, who, like us, 
promiſed themſelves long life, long ſcenes of 
happineſs, long diſtant joys and gilded pro- 
ſpects of pleaſure and every good, who are 
now in the ſilent chambers of the grave, 
ts 'I 3 Pg 
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eut off in the midſt of all their fond expecta: : 
tions, ſurprized in the midſt of their plans 
and projects of happineſs, and, what is moſt 
; worthy our chriſtian commiſeration and ſor- 
; Tow, ſurprized in the midſt of their vices, O 


how unfit for death! how unprepared ſor 


eternity! Have we not known thouſands, = 
| Who have been the unwilling victims of death 
= early life, and have been led to its impla- 
: cable ſhrine in the bloom of youth and N. 
geour of manhood, who made ſure of arriving 
at old age, and enjoying an uninterrupted 
flow of health, ſucceſs, and happineſs! ? And 
13 . have we not heard of others, who, when 
5 lying on a dcath- bed, racked with pain, and 
ſtruggling with a diſtemper, have uttered 
many a ſolemn vow and promiſe, what {in- 


cere penitents they would be, if God would 5 


EN but ſpare their lives, and allow them ſpace 
for repentance! Tbis is a deplorable, but 
TO common ſpeRacle. Reader, ſooner or later, 
1 xecording a as God ſhall R appoints” I, WhO now 


Vrite 1 
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write, and thou, who art now peruſing. theſe - 
nes, muſt feel the ſting of death, and know 
what dying is. This by the original irre- 
verſible decree of the Almighty we are. deſ- 1 
tined to undergo. But aſſure thyſelf, that 
dreadful as the ſeparation of ſoul and 
body is, yet the pain is greatly leſſened by a 
good conſcience. What increaſes and aggra- 
vates the horrors and pains of dying moſt, 
is the conſciouſneſs of an ill ſpent life *. 
The dreadfulneſs of this muſt be inexpreſ- : 
ſible. When the pangs of an awakened 
conſcience are added to the paroxyſms of a 


raging diſeaſe — this muſt be a ſituation, | 5 


which thou canſt better 1 imagine, than I de- 
ſcribe. _ Bleſſed be God ! it is in our power : 


to > make even death eaſy and comfortable to 
| The Toe: of good. and "m—— will 8 


* Ov iba” yep Wap ANR Aieg fee ande | 
Death is not dreadful : but to quit life's ſtage 
With thame and conſcious guilt, is moſt tremendous, 

Fuat. inter Frag. . 114. BARNES. | 
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diſſipate its, horrors, and. a bleſſed immorta- 
Utty before, us, the promiſed reward of our 
ſuncere though imperfect virtue, will make us 
_ triumph even amidſt the painful diſſolution 
of our natwes. Death to the good man is 
but a ſoft tranſition into glory, It is only 

1 5 formidable and terrible to the wicked. To 
bim, who, has put off repentance till it bas 
= ſeized him, to him only | is it full of unutter- 
Te, able woe, If f, We, at are but careful and diligent 
betimes to chooſe. that good. fart, which ſhall 
never be talen away from us, and by a courſe 
5 of virtuous obedience ſecure the favour of 
| God, we ſtrip death of above half i its terrors, 5 


may even exult in the immediate proſpect of 


: the grave, and enter the gloomy valley of 
| the ſhadow of death with chriſtian fortitude, 

: What folly i is it then to deuble the pains. of : 
dying by a courſe of impenitence.! What a 

_ dreadful. Gtuation is it, when we have our 


15 great work to tranſact, when: our body and 


our ur length are | exhauſted, and, What ren · 


bers | 
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ders it ſtill more dreadful, to hope that we 
ſhall be able fen to tranſact it can there f 
be a more deplorable circumſtance, than not 15 
only to be in death, but to have nothing to 
5 hope, but every thing to fear, from dying! 
If any argument would prevent men from | 
forming excuſes and delays in religion, one . 
Would think the ſolemnities of death would. 
If thou know not the danger of . deferring 5 


| amendment of life, aſk the dying, and they & 
; will tell thee. Here thou mayſt ſee the folly 


and wretchedneſs of a ſinful courſe, and 
where it will end, and the infinite danger 
thou incurreſt by reſolving from one week, 
month, and year to another, to lead a new 
life, and yet never once ſeriouſly putting 
in practice thy reſolutions. It is uſeful in- 
: ſtruction, Which the wi/e man gives us: Baaſe 
not thyſelf of to-morrow, fer thou knoweſt not 
| what a day may produce. All beyond the */ 
Preſent point 1s abſolute uncertainty. It diſ. 
- covers the greateſt gnorance of ourſelves to 
5 5 = 
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depend upon a long life. Not one in ten 


thouſand arrives at old age. Myriads are 
| ſwept down by the flood of time, long be- 
ü fore they have attained any advanced period 
af life, whoſe hopes and proſpects were as 
fair and Mattering as ours. And amidſt ſuch 
uncertainty, is it not wretched preſumption TE 
and folly to defer the great concerns of reli- 
= gion to a period which we ſhall,” moſt pro- 
5 bably, never ſee ! Can we think of the dan- 
gers and diſeaſes that infeſt our natures, and 
> plan ſuch vain and viſionary ſchemes ? ? If our 
. of forariey we” not to a day, 5 


C This 5 and moſt os conduct ef . | 


is ; pitherteally lamented and juſtly expoſed by SENECA: . 
7706 Audies pleroſque dicentes: A quinquageſimo in otium 
e ſecedam: ſexageſimus annus ab officiis me dimittet. Et 


« queni tandem longioris vitæ prædem accipis; quis iſta, 


4 ſicuti diſponis, ire patietur? Non pudet te reliquias vite 


„tibi reſervare, & id ſolum tempus bonæ menti deſtinare, 


„quod in nullam rem conferri poſſit? Quam ferum eſt, 

* tunc vivere incipere, cum deſinendum eſt? Que tam 
“ ſtulta mortalitatis oblivio, in quinquageſimum & ſexage- 
"i fimum annum differre ſana conſilia; et inde ' vitam velle 


& inc hoare, 7 pauci perduxerunt * 
men Oper, Po 99. Ed. Brazv. i 
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pr to the next moment, can we juſtify theſe 
delays either to our reaſon or our conſciences ? 


Can it be reaſonable to defer a thing which” 2 


we Own ought to be done, but which we da 
not ſee the neceſſity of performing immedi- 
ately ? Can it be reaſonable thus to defer it, 
when we may never have another e 
of putting it into execution ? „ 
Beſides, we know not in what manner, or 
in what circumſtances, we may make our 
exit from this life. We know not but our 
indiſpoſitions and pains may be ſuch as ſhall 
diſqualify us for ſettling our affairs for this 


like. And if they incapacitate us for adjuſt= _ 


ing the petty i intereſts and contemptible affairs Ly 
of this vain world, how much more ſhall we be 
unfit for tranſacting our everlaſting concerns 
with the great God !—Even ſuppoſing ye. 
could, in this extremity, tranſact the great 
concerns of our ſouls to any ſaving 7 
But alas ! ! this i is much to be queſtioned. | 
is to the laſt degree unſafe and dangers t to : 


uſt. 
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truſt. to ii did I ſay it was un/afe and dan- 
gerous ? ſhould rather have ſaid, it was 
_ a mot fatal, and pernicious miſtake, that has 
- proved, and will prove, the. ruin of thou- 
fands. While, therefore, God waits over 
x ug, Zo be gracious, and allows us ſpace and 


neans of repentance, jet us prozraſtinate no 


f longer: let us put it out of the power of 

. time to hurt our everlaſting intereſts, and 
I wich active induſtry and diligence work out 

4 our own ſalvation with fear. and trembling, 


laying up that fund of good hopes with re · 


ſpect to futurity, that may ſmooth our paſ. 
ſage through this life, and moſt of all that 
1 paſſage which leads from death into eter- 
nity. | 


SECT. III. 


| HE. W _ an > hats life Will 
hereafter, by delay, prove ſtronger 


greater than they are now, This is evident, 
fg The habits of vice e will be ſo ſtrengthened an! 


ö  eſtabliſhe, | 
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eſtabliſhed by time, as to render the difficulty f 


of eradicating them vaſtly greater. | Time, 
which inſenſibly i impairs and conquers other 5 


things, gradually fixes and confirms vicious 


habits. By truſting, therefore, to an un- 


certain hereafter, in which to reform, and 


lead a new life, you only render the difficul- 
ties of repentance greater, and your averſion 


to overcome them ſtronger. Nay, by lengh 


of time, you are ſure to infix theſe habits N 


10 ſtrongly and indelibly in the ſoul, as 


render the impediments of an holy life mo- | 
rally inſu perable. The tree, newly planted, 

is eaſily plucked up; but if it has had time to 
irike root, to tear it up s impoſſible. Vice, 
it firſt, is eaſily expelled the mind; but if it 
be ſuffered to grow into long and inveterate 5 
habits, it is almoft unſurmountable. This 
ſhews us the wiſdom of oppoſing the firſt 
beginnings of a vicious courie, and of timely 


enecking and preventing the growth of thoſe 
ths aved deſires, which, if indulged and che- 


8. 3 riſhed, = 
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- riſhed, would ſoori baffle all our endeavours 
to repel and overcome them. The heart, 
/ where vice predominates, contracts, in time, 
a callous inſenſibility, which nothing can 
affect and penetrate. 80 that all thoſe argu- 
ments and motives to repentance, which once 
appeared fo rational and ſtriking, do, by « de- 
lay, loſe all their force and efficacy. The 
depraved heart is not in the condition and 
ſtate it was formerly. Once the threatnings 


. of God filled it with terror, and the proſpett 
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of a ſolemn judgment made it, for a time, 
5 loſe all reliſh for the exceſſes of pleaſure, 


But, in time, theſe denunciations of the Al- 


; mighty ceaſe to impreſs it, and it either de- 
termines to diſregard them, or, which is juſt 
the /ame thing, fixes on ſome diſtant time 
in which | it intends to regard them. This is 
the pernicious folly and wretchedneſs of de- 
lays in matters of religion. Such reſolu- 
tions, for a time, ſoothe and pleaſe the mind, 
but are ſore to delude and amuſe it, till 
. 8 they 


E they have extirpated tenderneſs of conſcience, . 


the force and power of religion and virtue, 
and ſunk it in everlaſting deſtruction. 


is more unlikely than at preſent. Neither : 
are you ſure that you ſhall have ſuch calls to 
| repentance, as you now have, even ſuppoſing 


future ſeaſon of life, be ſeduced by your ; 
ſinful companions into a diſregard of reading 
the holy ſeriptures, of frequenting publick 
| ordinances, and ſo voluntarily deprive your- 
| ſelf of thoſe means of repentance and calls 
to an holy life, which you now enjoy. You 
may be brought by your ſis to ſee no neceſ- : 
ſity ! in attending upon theſe publick duties, 


Providence to reform and reclaim ſinners, 
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So that repentance, at any one diſtant time, 


your continuance in life. Jou may, in ſome 5 


which are the ordinary methods of God' 8 


aad lo, at once, ſhut yourſelf up in woful and 
final! impenitency. The extravagancies of a 
vicious heart and conduct may, at laſt, induce 5 


Jou to believe the TOE religion to be 8 
A fable, 5 


ako Fed. wwe 


— SE 99.2 —— — ICIS 
o <P. : > or i „ - 
— rn Pr. 3 into nin ed —— = — re —— - 9 — 


— — AE 


— en 


— — —„—ę— 


——— —X—W4 ALE 


— k. — : - 


— 
* — — 


— 
— — — — — — 
— 


— Dre 
Y ' 0 


128 Refliftiohs on the Unacceptableneſs 
a fable, its Author to be an impoſtor, and 
*his followers a number of deluded enthu- 
ſiaſts. | However this may ſhock you at pre- 


ſent, yet it is poſſible. For what degree of 


ſmhame and infainy is not poſſible to one, who 
has ſurrendered up himſelf to follow the lead 
of every wandering deſire and irregular affec- 
tion ?—I make no doubt, but the very firſ 
ED excuſes and delays you made filled you with 
'' great deal of remorſe and uneaſineſs. But 
mW Toon by delaying you will contract an habit 
Y of delaying, and the forming theſe reſolu· 
tions, from time to time, will become as fa - 
miliar to you as one of the common and or- 
5 dinary offices of life. For vice ſoon grows 
familiar to its lover, ſoon loſes, in his eye, its 
native deformity, and recommends itſelf to 
bim, by every blandiſhment, as his chief 
1 good, throwing an impenetrable miſt before 
| | his reaſon and underſtanding, and preventing 
1 bim from ſeeing his belt intereſts in that 


 riking 


5 
1 \ 


of a | Death-bed Repentance 8 129 5 
ſtriking point of light in which he once ſaw 
them 


But, perhaps, you 1 will . * Some time 


„ hereafter I ſhall be better diſpoſed to mind 
religion, and to improve my advantages. 
« To mind religion now would only expoſe 
e me to the jeſts and contempt of my com- 
+ panions. It would be inverting the order 
« of nature, and aſſuming, in the gaiety of 
1 youth, a temper and diſpoſition only pro- 
0 per for old age. It is now too ſoon to 
* entertain ſo gloomy a companion.” — But 
is it ever too ſoon to be virtuous and happy? 2 
Nor have you any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
ſome time hence you will be better diſpoſed 
to improve your advantages than at preſent. 5 
But quite the contrary. For you will not 
have, at any other future time, that affecting 5 


ſenſe of your condition, as you now have. 


Nor will you have that conviction of the ne ; 
ceſlity of an holy life, that perſuaſion of the 

worth of the ſoul, that warm perception of 
FE oi Th e th. 
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the value and importance of the divine fa- 


vour, that now poſſeſſes you. For time and 


a courſe of impenitence and guilt will ſoon : 
eraſe from your heart all thoſe tender im- 


preſſions of which you are now ſuſceptible, 


and make you enter upon a religious life with 
a great deal more e and arerſion 


IT than you now would. 


. Beſides, conſider that deferring this great 


work of repentance and a new life to old 
age is extremely fooliſh and dangerous, as it 
is impoſſible for you to know whether your 
| mind will be in a fit ſtate and condition to 
a execute your Pre- concerted meaſures. Ion 
; cannot but know, that this 1 is a ſeaſon of lite, 
When the infirmities of declining nature 
greatly impair the faculties of the mind, 
and lay the underſtanding, reaſon, and mental 
powers in ſad and deplorable ruins. The 
| laſt cloſe of our days has enough to do to 
; ſtruggle with pain and weakneſs, and is ren- 
Are beth. unfit for and unequal to that 


: courſe | 


Oy a Death-bed Repentance; 131 
courſe of vigilance and mortification which 
penitence requires. When the ſhades of a 
long, long night are drawing over us, and-all 
the powers of the mind are decayed and wea- 
kened, can we be ſaid, at ſuch a time, to be | 
in a proper frame and diſpoſition for making 
our calling and election ſure ? So that he who 
ſeriouſly conſiders, how frequently reaſon 
deſerts us before the end of life, muſt ſee the 
neceſſity of engaging in religion, in the vigour 
of life and underſtanding. Old age leaves us 

not abilities for diſcharging the common du- 5 

ties and offices of life, much leſs for con- 
1 5 flcting with long eſtabliſhed habits, and 
long continued ſins, and for executing the 
great and important work of our ſalvation. 
This conſideration is urged with great ſtrength 
and reaſon, as an incentive to immediate acti- 
vity and are by the excellent and de- . 
ee *, e Ongar. not t only ; 
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of divine and human things. For 12 age 


5 


. 


© dead to all the valuable purpoſes of lite. 


8 employments Which require a well exer- 


56 ciſed and vigorous underſta inding, are in- 


«c 


rely loſt to > bim. We old theref 
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to conſider,” ? ſays this virtuous emperor, 


that each day a part of. his life is ſpent, 


and the remainder grown leſs, but that it 
is very uncertain, though he ſhould live 
longer, whether his Teafon and mental 
faculties will continue equally ſufficient 
for the duties of life, and for thoſe re- 
* ſearches which conduce to the knowledge 


or a diſtemper ſhould impair and injure 
the faculties of his mind, perhaps, indeed, 


* nouriſhment, to indulge 3 imagination, and 


i exert the lower appetiles; : but he will be 


The power of ſelf- -government, of exe- 
cuting well the various offices of virtue, 


of accurately diſtinguiſhing all appearances 


which ſtrike the paſſions, and all other 


40 tay 


Of Death-bed Rae 13 3 


“ ſays he, make haſte, not only becauſe death : 


„ 
* 


LY 
— 


is every day much nearer, but becauſe the 
5 power of conſidering well and underſtand- 


= 2 
=o 


ing things often leaves us before we die.“ 

But you will farther vindicate your delays ; 
and plead in defence of them, That you 
« will have, in ſubſequent life, fewer tempt- 
H ations, and that you hope to outlive thoſe 
« that now ſurround you.” —4 moſt egre · 

gious and fatal miſtake, ariſing from a deplo- 
rable 1 ignorance of the world, and of human 


nature! Does not a new ſett of temptations | 


regularly ſucceed each other, in as conſtant | 
and invariable a manner as one ſlage of life. 
ſucceeds another ? When youthful pleaſure 
| loſes its charms, does not, immediately, ſor- 
did intereſt, the luſt of wealth and grandeur, 1 
ſeize and captivate the mind ? Paſſions, as 
repugnant to religion and virtue, as any that 
infeſt the early periods of life. The whole 
of our paſſage through this ſtate of trial is 
/urrounded Wi; th inares. There is no age or 
: * 3 : . ius 5 
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ſituation exempt from temptations of one 
kind or another. 7. hat ! 18 the happieſt ſitua · 
tion, which has the feweſt, So that to out- 


live temptations, is impoſſible. They re- 


move and change with each revolving year. 
And if I might be permitted to offer my ſen- 
timents, I cannot but perſuade myſelf, that 
declining life is infeſted with temptations, 5 
N more disfavourable to the intereſts of religion, 5 
than any of the early periods. Avarice, 

: which i is the particular and characteriſtic vice. 
Ko of old age, is deafer to the calls of repent- 
_ ance than youthful pleaſure, Self. importance 
and ſelf-conceit, the common errors of old age, 
are leſs ſuſceptible of impreſſions in favour of 
religion, than an heart immerſed i in the ex- 
ceſſes of giddy plcaſure and gay amuſement. 
Not to mention, that long continued habits 
of ſin, and almoſt the whole of life ſpent in 
"2 contemptuous diſregard of God and reli- 
gion, and in a courſe of profligate and abo · 
Re minable purſuits, create an infinitely greater 


averſion : 


Oo 42 Death- bed Repentance. 135 
: averſion to repentance, than it is poſſible far 
a youthful mind ever to admit. Not but that 
every part of life, that is ſpent i in fin, is ex - 
| tremely dangerous : but moſt of all, I hum- 
bly conceive, the laſt ſtage, when it defcats 
the intentions of God, gives the reins to ava- 
rice and worldly-mindedneſs, and by theſe 
ſordid, earth · born, inſatiable paſſions renders 
73 the ſoul almoſt incapable of being impreſſed 
by arguments of a moral and N na- : 
ture. CE 
& x his ſhould new us the e fall of that vain 8 
hope we are lo ready to cheriſh, that we 
hall, ſome time her cafter, be better diſpoſed 
for entering upon a religious life. It is a com- 
mon deluſion, and as fatal as it is common. 
Sin gains ſtrength by delays; and the force 
of temptations, for want of being vigorouily = 


counteracted at firſt, in time becomes next 


to invincible. Our impediments to an holy 


lite will never be fewer than they are at pre- 


ſeat, The conqueſt over ourſelves will ne- 
„% 0M! 
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ver be ſo eaſily gained as at preſent; if we 

can but determine to attack our irregular 
paſſions and appetites with deliberate reſolu- 
tion. They are extremely uſeful exhorta- 


«44 


tions, which the Scripture gives us on this 
head. Whatſeever thy hand findeth. to do, do 
it with th * might; for there is no work, nor 


device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom i in the grave 
 whither thou goeft. And the apoſtle ſpeaks 
TY of an accepted time, that is, a ſeaſon of life, 


the moſt proper for performing this great and 
important work, and acquaints us that this 
Was ſolely the preſent. Behold ! now is the | 
8 acceßted time! Behold! | now is the day of 
| falvation. | Determine then to comply with ” 
an invitation fo. friendly and ſo reaſonable. 


; \ 


Deer not to an uncertain Hereafter the pro- 


Z per duties and offices of the preſent day. In- 
voke the aſſiſtance of the Almighty to ftreng- 
then and confirm you in theſe reſolutions. De- wo 
”_ the reſidue of your life to God, and put 
It out of the power at; a ſuJden and nter b 

| 5 del 


F a Death-bed Repentance. 197 
death to injure your everlaſting welfare. Pro- 


ſtrate yourſelf, in deep and ſincere penitence, 
| before the throne of God, | and acknowledge 
the errors of your ways with unfeigned con- 


trition and remorſe. Embrace thoſe gracious 


conditions which God of his infinite com- 
paſſion freely offers you ; fly for reſuge to that 
benevolent Being who is merciful to all true 


penitents, and labour to avert his diſpleaſure 


from you by acts of fervent piety and obe- 

dience. The only method this, to render 
God propitious to you, and to RY him 
befriend you both in lite and in death. 


| NOTHER conſideration, that ſhews 
4 > us the folly and danger of deferring 


repentance and a good life, is, that late re- 


pentance is both extremely bitter and diſtreſ- 
ſing, and very ſeldom ſincere. That i it muſt 


be accompanied with many dreadful 4 -_ 
5 ore: „ 
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have llighted. | 
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happy circumſtances, is evident. 
will have to review a long ſeries of guilt 


For you 


All the 


| paſt ſins of your youth will croud into your 
_ remembrance, | 


You will have to review the 


beginning and progreſs of your vices, the 
times and places in which you committed 
them, how often they were repeated, and 
with what circumſtances of ſhame and guilt. 
5 All theſe will ruſh into your mind, and ren- 
OY der you extremely wretched. The reflection 
will fill you with the moſt painful ſelf. accuſa · 
4 tion, that you had been bleſſed with pious 
and religious parents, who gave you good 
inſtructions, ſet before you a fair example 0: # 


| all virtue and goodneſs, were careful to train 


you up in the knowledge and practice of 


religion, and who, with many tears and for- 


rows, prayed for your future ſobriety and | 


happineſs, and that theſe admonitions you 
It will fall you with bitter 
grief and trouble to reſlcct, that though your : 


: mi nd 


Of a Death-bed Repentance, 139 
mig has frequently been impreſſed with a 
ſtriking ſenſe of your profligacy and guilt, . 
yet that you have returned to your darling 
vices, even while theſe impreſſions have been 
5 warm upon your mind, and, with theſe 
ſtrong convictions, have repeated the moſt | 
ſhameful and ſcandalous immoralities. It 
Will alſo pain you to recollect many inſtances 
of ingratitude to the bleſſed God, who has 
been ſupplying your wants at the time you 
| were profaning his name and worſhip, and 
violating his moſt holy laws. You cannot 
think of his infinite goodneſs to you, in the 
whole of your paſſage through life, in giving 
pou religious parents, good inſtructors, happy ö 
circumſtances, health, eaſe, ſucceſs, and num- 
berleſs other bleſſings, without feeling the 
| moſt acute ſorrow and {clt-abhorrence for 
your wilful impenitency and contemptuous 
abuſe of his mercies. When you reſſect alſo 
on the bleſſings that your Redeemer has be- 
ſtowed upon Jou, the greatneſs of his con- 
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deſcenſion, the excellency of his religion, 


the many powerful arguments and animating 
| promiſes to true repentance and fincere obe- 


” dience, it will fill you with inward compunc- 


tion, that you ſhould fo long have rejected 


all theſe gracious invitations to an holy life, 
5 ſhould for ſo many years have been deſtroy» 
ing your everlaſting intereſts, and fruſtrating 
all the benevolent deſigns of God and Chriſt 
8 for your falvation,— Another conſideration, 
5 that will, in a late repentance, affect your ” 
mind with inexpreſſible grief and diſtreſs, 
Vill be, that you have during the whole 
courſe of your paſt wickedneſs ſinned againſt 


the convictions of your reaſon and conſcience, 


Theſe kind monitors, in ſolt and faithful 
Whilpers, often warned you of the wrath of 
God, of the ſolemnities of a future judg- 


ment, and the awful recompences of a tre- 


But theſe admonitions 


you ſilenced, and reſcued yourſelf from their 


 diſegreeable importunity, by ting to ſcenes 
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of riot, clamour, and diſſipation, thus . 
tually defeating that kind method which God 
was pleaſed to make uſe of for your amend- 


| ment and reformation. Your conſcience told 


you, bow contr ary the courſe you were pur- 
ſuing was to your welfare and happineſs, 

and where it would end. And that you 

5 have ſo long reſiſted all theſe ſtrong convic- - 


tions, will afford a ſubject of inexpreſſible 1 


woe and confuſion to you. But What, in a 
late repentance, will rack and torture your 
mind with the greateſt anguiſh and diſtreſs 
will be, that by your ſins and example you 
have been the means of miſleading others, 
and plunging them into everlaſting ruin. 
This will be a conſideration full of horror . 
indeed, that you have not only been near de- 
ſtroying your own happineſs, but alſo hare, 
perhaps, afually deſtroyed that of many : 
others. For it will be impoſſible for you to 
L determine how widely the pernicious infection ; 
: of your ne may diffuſe itſelf, and how 


many 
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142 Reflefions on the Unacceptableneſs 
many unhappy creatures it wy" — and de- — 
. _ #, . . 
But not only i is late repentance attended 
With the diſtreſſing circumſtances which 1 

: have mentioned, but it is ſeldom ſincere. 

One may venture to aſſert this without | in 

curring the charge of uncharitableneſs, For 

nothing is more common than for thoſe, 
whom pain has forced to utter the moſt bit⸗ . 

; ter lamentations, and to fend up to heaven 
the moſt pathetic cries and proteſtations, to 

: return, after a recovery, to thoſe very ſins 

they have juſt been deploring. Sinners often 

times diſcover not the folly and wretchedneſs 
of vice, till pain convince them of it. Re- 
dection ſlumbers, till the excruciating an- 

i guiſn of ſome acute and violent diſtemper ; 
awaken it. And yet no ſooner is the mind, 
* % Non ode ibi conſiſtunt exempla, ads ceperunt z 
4 ſed, quamlibèt in tenuem recepta tramitem, latifſime 


- *« eyagandi ſibi viam faciunt: et, ub ſemel reQto « deerra- 
00 tum eſt, in præceps pervenitur. _ 


. PAT, us Rom, lib, ii. ber 3. 
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by this ſevere antidote, reſtored to ſome faint 


_—- 


ſenſations of virtue and happineſs, but as 


ſoon as pain ceaſes, ſobriety ceaſes with it, 


and from the time that health and vigour 


| are regained, they feel the ſame fondneſs for 


their former irregular. courſes, and again 
become the willing ſlaves of lawleſs deſire 
and forbidden pleaſure. A violent diſeaſe 
may for a while extinguiſh the love of ſin, „ 


and compel men to abhor and deteſt them; nf 
ſelves for it: but ſickneſs, though it wither 


and blaſt the glory of this fair but noxious 


flower, yet cannot eradicate and deſtroy the 


ſeds of it. The ſunſhine of proſperity and . 
health foſters and invigorates them, and 


cauſes them to reflouriſh 1 in all their primitive 


banefulneſs and power. 


Who utters more piercing cries and groans 8 


than the condemned malefaCtor ? 2 How does 


he abhor himſelf for thoſe crimes which 
have brought him to ſuch an infamous and | 


antimely end! In what agonies of ſorrow 
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and remorſe does he implore his judge to 


acquĩt him! What vows and ſolemn proteſta- 


in what fervent prayers and bitterneſs of 
ſoul does he ſupplicate the Almighty to for- 


| | give and pardon him !—Yet no ſooner is he 
reprieved and acquitted, but all theſe impreſ- 


ſions are effaced, he forgets immediately the 


agony and diſtreſs of mind he was in, and 


the many vows he made, returns to his 


former courſes with renewed ardour and re- 
liſh, and again per petrates and glories in 
_ thoſe very crimes, for which he ſo narrowly 
. clcaped a moſt ſhameful condemnation. 
There is a great difference betwixt that re- 


1 pentance which is extorted by pain, and that 


which flows from choice and reaſon. The 


former is tranſient and momentary, and ceaſes 
with its cauſe. The latter is as laſting and 
genuine as the principles from which it pro- 
ceeds. The former may ficly be compared 


to ws morning clouds or the carly dew that 
| A foon 


-48 


y 
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ſoon paſſes away : the latter to that pure and 
permanent light which ſhines with greater 
and greater brightneſs till the perfect day. 
It would be happy, if ſickneſs freed the ſoul | 
of its 11 regular paſſions and deſtructive habits, 
as it clears the body of all its noxious humours. 
Put thele, if once contracted and ſtrengthen- 
ed by time, may, indeed, loſe their ſpring 
and power, and, ſcemingly, be extirpated by Z 
acute and laſting pain; but ſoon they return 
with redoubled energy, and baffle all the 


means to overcome chem, but thoſe of calm 55 


reaſon, deliberate reſolution, and determined 


choice. 


So that, according to the principles of rea- 
fon and the nature of the human mind, that | 


late repentance, which is forced by pain and = 


ſickneſs, can ſeldom or never be ſincere. 
For repentance is an act and diſpoſition of the 
mind, and flows not either from the good or 
bad temperament and ſtate of the body. The 
riolence of a fur feit, fever, gout, or any - 
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other painful diſtemper, may produce, for a 


- time, a ſtrong ſenſe of guilt, an awakened 


conſcience, moſt cutting remorſe, and painful 


__ - ſelf-accuſation, But then painful ſelf-accuſation, 


- : and ſeaſon of life ever prevent from executing 


ſtronger. 
| pend upon the ſincerity and acceptableneſs ol 


cutting remorſe, an awakened conſcience, and 
a ſtrong ſenſe of guilt, are not repentance. 
True repentance evidences its ſincerity by a 
5 courſe of virtuous and pious actions. Where- 
as that repentance, if it may be called repent- 
ance, that is merely forced upon the mind 
by the fear and danger of dying, cannot be 
| fincere—for this reaſon—becauſe i it is ſure to 
grow weaker and weaker in proportion az: 
health and ſtrength become ſtronger and 
They, therefore, who fooliſhly de- 


a late repentance, certainly confide in that 
which is not in their power, in that which 


not only death may hinder them from ever 
putting in execution, but their confirined ſins 


to any genuine and faving e : 


c 
.C 


lf 


: of a Dea th-bed Repentance. ft 47 | 
SECT. V. 


HE of the reaſons ind arguments 
| above-mentioned concludes | ſtrongly 
ink the acceptableneſs of a death-bed 
repentance. Nothing can equal the deluſion | 


and wretchedneſs of men's truſting to this. 


Yet how common is it for the moſt profligate 


and abandoned creatures to cheriſh this vain 


hope, and to indulge this pleaſing but fatal | 
imagination, Perſons, W hoſe whole lives are 
a contradiction to the rules of reaſon and 

Chriſtianity, who deny themſelves no gratifi- f 
cation, however ſhameful and deteſtable, and 


give the free reins to every ſenſual deſire and 


appetite, hope they can, at laſt, make ſuffi . 


cient atonement to the Almighty by aſking 
his forgiveneſs, and expreſſing their ſorrow | 
for what they have done. Juſt as if a fer 


prayers and tears in the agonies of death 


could blot out the whole "= of a miſ- -ipent 
lte ! , 


248  Refleton on 2 UnacceptaNen ef 
— he condition of every death- bed penitent 


appears to me deſperate. | T here is nothing 
in reaſon or revelation, that either juſtifies i it, 


or in the leaſt intimates its acceptableneſ. 
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But the very contrary. It appears to reaſin 
| infinitely. abſurd to put off the great and in- 
portant concern of life till a fit of ſicknels 
ſeize us, with hopes of being then only pro- 
_ perly qualified to execute it. And it appears 
ID abſolutely irrational to think and hope that, 


When we have mil ſpent the whole of life, 
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we ſhall be conſidered as having ſufficiently 
improved it, 50 when we teſlify our ſorrow for 
: having not improv ed it. And with regard to 
revelation, it pives not to theſe the glimmer 

of an hope that they ſhall be accepted. But 
| all its precepts, exhortations, examples, and 
promiſes are inconſiſtent with ſuch an hope. 
10 him, who wiltully ſhuts his eyes againk 
its clear difcov cries, who cannot be prevailed 
upon to embrace religion and virtue by the 
ar guments and motives it furnithes, to- him, 


1 


4 Death-bed Repentance. 1 49. 
it is ; ſo far from giving any hopes, Whatever 
his remorſe upon a death- bed may be, that 


it leaves him nothing but a fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation, And 


certainly the condition of that man, who, all 


kis life, has been. favoured with ſuch divine 
and heavenly light, who has had ſo many 


opportunities of repentance and calls to 
ænendment of life, who has ſo often been 
warned of the deſtruction into which his vices 


would at laſt aſſuredly plunge him, and who | 
has had fo many ſtrong convictions of con- 


ſcience, ſo. many invitations to ſobriety and 


virtue, and ſo many means of ſecuring his 


final happineſs, and yet reſiſted and defeated ; 


them all; certainly the condition of ſuch an 
one muſt be pronounced abſolutely deſperate _ 
and hopeleſs. Such are excluded from all 
proſpect of future happineſs both by the laws 


of reaſon and revelation. For grief and ſor⸗ 
row for ſin is not repentance. T hat is repent- _ 
ance, and that only, which manifeſts its ſin- 

„„ cerity 
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cerity and genuineneſs by a virtuous life. | 
Repentance is that good diſpoſition of mind, 
that is ſtudious to repair its former irregula- 
1 rities by acts of piety and goodneſs, and that 
proves its reality both to God and man by = 
the ſeverities of an holy life. But from this 


4 the dying penitent is debarred— and conſe- 


\, quently— forfeits that character of a peni- 
tent, which the goſpe! ſo e wenn | | 

and defines, 1 8 

Beſides, the goſ pel 8 lays the 5 

5 greateſt ſtreſs | upon an holy life, and declares, | 
in the moſt abſq! lute terms, that there is no 


ſalvation with it. It exhorts us to the early 


25 practice of all virtue, and to give all dili- 
_ gence to work out our ſalv ation, and to make 
our calling and election ſure. What hopes | 

of ſalvation, therefore, can they cheriſh, if 

the goſpel | 1s to, be the ſtandard of our prin- 7 
| Ciples, who are ſo far from engaging in the 
great work of their ſalvation, that they abuſe | 

Human mo to the moſt unworthy and deſpi- 


1 cable 
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cable purſuits, and never once think of re- 


| formation, repentance, religion, or heaven, 


till the pangs of death awaken their reflec- 


8 tions, and preſent them with a faithful picture 


0 their iniquity and wretchedneſs ! Have 


ſuch any reaſon to hope for the rewards of 


| holineſs, who have never qualified themſelves 5 
them ? Or is it fit and juſt in God Al- 


mighty to connive at and overlook all the 


heinous and enormous vices of an whole life, | 
merely for a few inactive wiſhes and Prayers 
at the end of it? — With as much reaſon 
5 might a day- labourer expect and demand the 
. of an whole day, who had trifled it 
away in idleneſs and ſloth, and only worked : 
an hour in the evening. 
Farther, it may be queſtioned, in ten \ thou- 
| ſand inſtances, whether a death-bed repent- 
ance be ſincere. Perhaps thoſe, who in their 
haſt « extremities a God ſo carnefthy for 
5 zl deknet, made the ſame vows 3 prayers, 
, L 4 e 
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and broke them all upon a recovery. And 
this, it may be, not only in one but many 
5 inſtances. What greater ſecurity and proof, 
then, are their preſent proteſtations and la- 
mentations, that if God ſhould reſtore them 
to health and caſe, they would not, in the 
ſame manner, and with the ſame fondneſs, 
as formerly, return to their beloved vices ? 
It amounts to the higheſt poſſible probability, | 
if - not certainty, that they would. For their 
: habits are the ſame, their miads were in the 
| fame diſpoſition before death ſcized them, as 
formerly, their averſion to God and goodneſs 
: the . ſame then, as before any former indiſ po- | 
ſition, and their appetites and paſſions the 
y ſame— nay, rendered by Time a great deal 
more violent and ungovernable.. So that the 
reaſon of things, the moral conſtitution of 
the mind, and the progreſſive nature of vice, 
all theſe are againſt the ſincerity of a death- 


bed repentance, and agaiuſt the Probability 
that it cver ſhould be. 1. Ow 
We 


Of 4 Death-bed Repentance. | 153. 


We cannot be ignorant how many thou- 

- ſands of libertines and profligates there have 
been, Who, when attacked by a ſudden cala- 
mity, or a dangerous diſcaſe, have made many 
a ſolemn promiſe, what mirrors of heavenly- 
mindedneſs they would prove, if God would 
but deliver them, and grant them time for 5 
repentance God has delivered them — But 
| have they become the penitent and good per- 
ſons they promiſed they would be ?—No- 
thing leſs true. —The danger over; they have 


been aſhamed of their penitence, have re- 


proached themſclves with fear and cowardice, 


and even ridiculed themſelves for their mean- 

neſs and melancholy. And doubtleſs there is 
not ane in ten thouſand, who upon a death- | 
bed deplores his miſ ſ pent life, and begs ok 
| God pardon and time for repentance, but 


if recovered, would att in the ſame manner. 


Far be it from me to ſpeak diſhonourably 


| of God, or charge him with want of cle- 


nency and mercy. 1 fatter myſelf, no one 


in 
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an the whole univerſe of rational beings, can 
1 entertain more generous and enlarged thoughts 
of the divine benevolence, and the extent of. 
it, than myſelf. And 1 can truly allert, chat 
there is nothing that ever excites in me 

: greater horror, deteſtation, and contempt, 
than thoſe rigid, gloomy, and illiberal prin- 

_ ciples, by what Numbers ſocrer embraced, 
and by what venerable names ſoever eſ pouled, 

5 that would confine the divine goodneſs to 
7 an inconſiderable number, and to an inc on- 
1 ſiderable party, and exalt his other perteCtions 
at the expence of it. But, at the ſame time, 
1 muſt freely declare to my reader, that the 
mercy and goodneſs of God are not laviſhed 
Indi iſcriminately, but are ſolely confined o 
ſincere N and holy perſons There 
are ends of government to be ſabſerved, 
: which require the exertion of this attribute 

in a proper and juſt limitation, and in ſuch 
an exact meaſure, as neither Juſtice nor Wil 


| 2 dom may be violated by. it, For how old 


cither 
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either the wiſdom or juſtice of God be con- 
ſerved, or the great ends of his moral admi- 
nitration be anſwered, if the rewards of : 
piety and virtue were beſtowed with an un- 
diſtinguiſhing hand, and the penitent of an 
hour, whom the fear of death had made 
ſuch, were equally intitled to the divine love 
and regards, as he, who had ſpent the Hole 
of life in an uniform and ſteady virtue It = 
is impoſſible— God | cannot be thus unjuſt, 
He caunot, ia conſiſtency with the great prin- 
ciples of his equity and wiſdom, approve of 
thoſe, whoſe lives have been one continued : 
: ſatire and inſult upon his laws, and for a few 
broken petitions, extorted merely by pain, ; 
break at once all ihe rules of unerring recti- 
tude, expunge all their crimes, and make 
them the heirs of an happy immortality, 
equally with thoſe whoſe whole lives have 
been an ornament to religion. Nothing can 
be more improbable : : nothing more impoſli- 


ble. We ſee this is not done in 07 civil 


bociety = 
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| ſociety and government upon earth, Will 
the law releaſe a murderer, becauſe he is 
racked with convictions of his guilt, and 


' Promiſes never to commit murder again ? 


Will a juſt judge be prevailed upon by the 


importunity and prayers of a robber or an 
aſſaſſin, to acquit him ? The laws of human | 

| ſociety wovld ceaſe to awe and reſtrain man- 

: kind, were their ſanctions and puniſhments 
to be remitted and annulled, when any of- 
” fender teſtified. his remorſe, and ſtrove to 
8 move compaſſion. And if the laws of a well⸗ 

| ordered lociety, chat condemn the criminal 
to death, are never diſpenſed with and re- 
pealed for any proteſtations of future amend- 

5 ment, if every equitable and impartial judge 

| Pronounces the ſentence of condemnation,” 
| whaever vows and ſorrows may be expreſſed 
| to avert it ; will the divine laws of the ſu- 
. preme Ruler of the univerſe accept. of viſion- 
ary reſolutions, accept of a mere frivolous | 


intention for the p-rformance, or wil the 


you 


Of a Death-bed Repentance. 1 57 
great judge of all fleſh conſider that as done, 
which has not been done, be prevailed upon 


by noiſy importunity, or the loud accents of 
grief and remorſe, to break the eſtabliſhed _ 
laws of his government, and, after an whole : 
miſ-ſpent life, to approve them as true penĩ- 


tents and good Chriſtians, merely for a few 


momentary compunctions ?— 80 that in every 


view we are preſented with the folly and 


 wretch \edneſs, the vanity and unavailableneſs 5 


of a death-bed repentance. 


In fine, Them, who, during an whole T5 


have never once thought of repentance, an 


the ſhafts of death have pier: cd the i 


ther God himſclf, nor angels, nor RR 
can make happy. For if they have not habi- 
tually loved God and goodneſs Fore, how can 


_ they do it hereafter ? If they have contracted 


no reliſh for the entertainments of retjgion, 


and the pleaſures of virtue here upon earth, 
will they acquire a taſte and lore for them, 


ſome how or ; other, in a | forare ſlate? The 


"ſinful, 
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158 Reflections onthe Unacceptableneſs 
Ginful, impure, and polluted ſoul defies « even 
the omnipotence of God himſelf to make it 
happy. As ſoon might darkneſs be converted 
into light, and the moſt oppoſite things! in na- 
ture into their contraries, as the ſoul of the 


5 intemperate and abandoned ſinner be brought 


to love God) as its chief good, and the plea- 
; ſures of heaven as Its ſupreme and ſole feli - 

| city. 80 that to aſſert, that God himfelf 
could not make an unholy ſoul happy, is no 


miſery and | happineſs, mutually agree and Z 


more than aſſerting, that God cannot work a 
contradiction, confound the nature of virtue 
and vice, or make unholineſs and heaven, 


53 5 harmonize 


Nor HPP the bleſſed Bedey 0 * or 


| : | al the joys of heaven, make ſuch a ſoul happy 


that had previouſly. acquired no taſte and 
diſpoſition for ſuch bappineſs. For the be- 
ginning of our heaven is formed here. Hea- 
ven is only the pr eſent ſtate carried on, and 
adxranced to farther and higher perfection. 
os = Re 


for this happineſs be not procured here, hea- 


ren itſelf could not make us happy. For if 


our tempers and diſpoſitions be not ſuited to 


thifſe of the heavenly inhabitants, if our taſte 


bein all reſpects diſlimilar to theirs, and the 
objects of our pleaſures the rever ſe of theirs; 


how could we be happy in their converſe + 


and fr iendſhip. how could we be happy in 
the ſociety of thoſe, whoſe deſires and aver- 


ſions were ſo rcpugnant to and fo irreconcile- 
able with our own ? Nay, could we ſuppoſe 
an unholy perſon introduced into thoſe bleſſed = 
abodes, it would be impoſuble for him to 


enjoy the pure and elegant pleaſures of them; 
for his ſoul is not congenial with the place, 

nor the ſenſibilities of his wind attuned to 
the ſacred and virtuous employment of its in- 
: habitants. Place a wicked abandoned wretch 
ia the company of holy and virtuous perſons, 

let him hear them diſcourſe of the pleaſures 


of 
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If a love for God and virtue be not contracted 


lere, if habits of holineſs and qualifications 
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1 —ẙ[t—V — 


1 
41 
1 
. 
a4 b# 
{ 4d 
119 
F 
2 
Ny 
53K 
N 
1 
75 


I 
: 
: 
: 
, 
7 
2 
1 


—ͤ— 8 — 
. — 


— —EE——— 


— — — 
— _ 


— > Wt ne a area —— FONT —ä6— — 
—ů —— — — en —- : 


—— 


om 8 * oO 


— — — BY =. ut-4 
0s A I 1A Ar 9 — :-. Ie Ars 2 


160 Refteions a on the Unacc Wald 6 ft 


of a religious life, and you make him, for 
the time, perfectly miſerable, his ird 
uneaſineſs appears in all he ſays or does, and 
he, all the while, wiſhes to regain his liberty, 
and rejoin the old aſſociates of his beloved 
vices. Now the very ſame averſion to holy 
things would he transfer to heaven, ſ F 8 
him admitted there. O fatal miſtake, 
think that a future ſtate will change the pre- 
Þ ſeat temper of our minds, and that we ſhall, 
upon our firſt admiſſion there, have diſpoſi- 
tions and habits perfectly unlike to thoſe that 
govern us here, We ſhall certainly carry. 
with us the ſame diſpoſitions, : affections, 5 


tempers and deſires, we contracted in this 


world, and be happy or miſcrable, in conſe· 

quence of them. Nothing ſhews us the im- 

g poſſibility of God's acceptance of a death- 4 
bed repentance more ſtrongly than this. 
| Habits of holineſs attained in this life arc in- 

diſſpenſably neceſſary to qualify and fit us for 1 

the divine } Joys and facre! Plcaſu; es ol hear en. | 

Je" 


WF a Death-bed Repentance. x66 
It is impoſſible the late penitent can have ac- 
quired theſe habits, The laws, therefore, ö 
of God and heaven exclude him. 


. 


XXVYiekxyp perſons vill urge in de- 
ND” fence of their conduct any argu- 
ments, how weak, ridiculous, and abſurd : 


ſoever, that will but palliate their vices, and 
excuſe them from the ſeverities of an holy 
life. Nothing more natural, nothing more 
common, than for men, who have been long 


enſlaved to forbidden pleaſure, and have 
waſted a great part of life in ſenſual indul- | 
Fences, to exert. all the powers of fancy, | 


wit and genius in repreſenting the innocence | 


of their purſuits. They cannot think of 
abandoning their beloved pleaſures ; human 


life would be a ſcene of gloom and wretched- 


neſs without them ; they are determined, 
therefore, to aſſert the ſupreme felicity, free- 
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162 Reflections onthe Unacceptableneſs | 
: dom and dignity of a vicious life, and very 
ſeriouſly fit down to collect the beſt argu- 
ments, and to ſtudy the moſt artful apologies, 


e for the courſes in which they are reſolved to 


3 perſiſt. Accordingly, you will often hear 
uch gravely maintaining the lawfulneſs of 
gratifying all our appetites with their deſired 
objects, pitying the melancholy of their re · 
ligious parents, relations and friends, and 
valuing themſelves on their ſuperior know- | 
ledge, in having, at laſt, found the road that 
| i leads to true happineſs: but, what ! 18 moſt 
aſtoniſhing, you will often hear thoſe quoting 
the ſeriptures in vindication | of themſelves, 
whoſe lives are a notorious fatire and inſult 
upon them. The eyes of wicked perſons are 


| fixed upon the ſcripture characters and ex- 


amples, with a penetration that no defect or 
fally, how flight and venial ſoever, can elude 
or eſcape: theſe they will loop for and pick 

up with tranſport incxpreffible, while all their 


virtues and cxcellencics, tho! ever ſo eminent 
%ͤ;ͤͤ᷑ͤ orders jor ao pts 1 . 


P 
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and diſtinguiſhed, are conſigned either to for. 


getfalneſs or contempt. 


Who would imagine, that when the Gals. 
tures abound with ſo many importunate ex- 
hortations to an holy life, when every page is 
replete with the moſt warm and animated i in⸗ 
citements to religion and virtue, when it ſo 
plainly teaches men the indiſpenſible neceſſity 
of holineſs, when it exhibits before our eyes 
ſo many divine forms of living virtue, in al! 
their attractions, moſt powerfully to excite our 
imitation, and when it ſo faithfully and pa- 
therically diſſuades men, by the moſt awe-. | 
| fol threatenings, from delaying repentance 
and reformation of life ; ho, that ſeriouſly ; 
| conſiders the whole tenour and tendency of the 


ſcriptures, would i imagine that the inſtance of 


the thief upon the croſs ſhould ever be al- 


ledged in juſtification of deterring amendment, - 


and be produced as a ſtanding proof to chriſ- 
tians, in all ages of the church, of the ac-. 


ceptableneſs of a death-bed repentance ! what | 
5 N "ny 
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164 Refletions on the Unacteptablengh 
| abſurdity can be greater, than from : an in ance 
that happened but once, and can never happen 
| again, to draw a concluſion, which God never 
deſigned ſhould be drawn from it; a conclu- 
ſion that cuts the ſinews of all religion, ſab- 
verts all our obligations to virtue and obedi · 
8 ence, and deſtroys. the very end and deſi ign of 
the goſpel. To ſuppoſe that God Almighty 
intended this inſtance as an encouragement to 
8 notorious and abandoned ſinners to expect 
= pardon and forgiveneſs in the agonies of 
5 death, is to ſuppoſe that the deity i Is a caprici- 
| : ous and arbitrary being, acting from no ſteady 
5 and fixed principles in the moral govern- 
N ment of his creatures, enjoining, indeed, npon 
5 his accountable ſubjects, by the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments and moſt tremendous menaces, the 


: abſolute neceſlity of a virtuous life, yet not- 
withſtanding ſuffering thoſe at laſt, who have 
all their lives violated the obligations of duty, 

. | to eſcape with impunity, and obtain eternal 
| happineſs, provided they are fo fortunate, as, 

VVV 9 es 


f a Death-bed Repentance. © | | 
at the cloſe of a whole miſpent life, to have 
time or breath enough to pronounce three 
: faint, ineffectual wiſhes, or three vain and 


viſionary reſolutions. 


The goſpel every where lays the greateſt | 
ſtreſs upon an holy life; 3 aſſures us, in the 
plaineſt manner, that nething will intitle us 

to the divine favour but this, and that all 

other dependencies are as vain as hey 
are wicked. 1 am at a loſs, therefore, to 

; fay, e it diſcovers greater weakneſs 
or wickedneſs, for any one, who calls him. _ 
: ſelf a Chriſtian, wilfully to diſregard all the 
precepts and exhortations of the goſpel, and 
to affect a ſovereign contempt of all thoſe im- 


portunate perſuaſions, of all thoſe ſolemn admo- 


nitions, of all thoſe pathetic and repeated invi- 


tations. to a life of holineſs which the goſpel 


urges, and to fix on this /ole inſtance, to make 


it the anchor of his hopes, putting off repent- 
_ ance e and a good life from one year to another, 
15 M * : | Ainkwg : 
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166 Reflefions on the Unacceplableneſs = 
. thinking it time enough | in the hour of death 
to pray and repent, and to be forgiven and 
accepted, as the thief on the croſs was. For 
how different are the circumſtances 4 this 
crucified malefactor, and the circumſtances of 
5 common chriſtians! he had no other opportu- 
nity, but is, of teſcifying his faith in chriſt, 
This was the fr/7 that offered, and he imme- 
diately embraced and improved it. But ob- 
ſtinate, impenitent ſinners have nothing of ' 
| this nature to alledge i in vindication of delay- 74 
ing repentance to the end of life. They have : 
5 repeated warning of their danger, are fa- 
voured with frequent opportunities of hearing 
the inſtructions of the Goſpel; the Scriptures ” 
are in their hands, and they may, whenever | 
_ they are diſpoſed, acquire a good knowledge 
of the truth, reaſonableneſs and excellency of 
the Chriſtian religion: ſo that the example of 
the thief on the crols, who readily improved _ 
the firſt opportunity, that was given him, of 
profeſſing himſelf a diſciple of Chriſt, is ſa 
BC 5 


4s of a Death: bed 12 16 7 

far from juſtifying ſinners in deferring repent- © 
ance to a death · bed, that, in the moſt glaring ; 
light, it ſhows ſuch a cop duct to be i inexcu —— 


ſably criminal and enormouſly wicked, 


hut in order that I may moſt effeftually 
. invalidate the argument brought from this in- 
ſtance in favour of the acceptableneſs of a 
death - bed repentance, and that I may expoſe G 
the yanity and abſurdity of fuch a wretched _ 
- dependence, I ſhall preſent the reader with 8 
= the ſentiments of ſome of the moſt learned 
and ei ninent divines the Chriſtian world hath 
produced, concerning this extraordinary caſe 
of the thief upon the crols, which hath filled 
ſo many good men with inquietude, and lo 


i many bad men with confidence. 


Grotius: © It is plain, ſays he, that this | 
thief knew | a great deal of the hiſtory of 0 
Chriſt: part of which, it is probable, he 
5 learned before he Was apprehended, and part 
in priſon. And to the common objection, 
that his malefactor gave no ſubſtantial moral 
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168. Refeition on 1 the Unacceptableneſs | 

proofs of his being a penitent, this moſt ju- | 
dicious commentator replies, that he gave /e- | 
veral illuſtrious evidences of the genuineneſs 

and ſincerity of his repentance, For he ac- - 

| quieſced in his puniſhment, from a conſciouſ- 

neſs that it was deſerved. He alſo reproved | 

| his fellow-ſufferer for his opprobrious lan- 
guage, and vindicated oppreſſed weed, 


Theie were fruits becoming repentance,” 


| GroTH Opera, vol. ii. 7 460. EA. Lend. 5 
| 1679. fol. 185 


Dr. Whitby: « Almoſt all the interpreters, = 
Hb ſays he, that I have read, ſay here, that this 1 
hie began his repentance upon the croſs; 


and hence others are apt to conceive, that tho” 5 5 
they repent only at the laſt gaſp, they 


| may enter into paradiſe as be did. But this is . 


— revs 
—— 


| 

ddut a precarious ſuppoſition at the beſt, and 
1 

1 like to prove a broken reed to the chr iſt i ian 


that depends upon it. Por it is not certain 
chat this thief only then began to act the peni· 8 
| 5 dent: he =P. have begun that work in 


priſon | | 
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priſon long before, and ſo the whole foun- 


dation of their hopes, who depend upon 


this inſtance, is built upon a great uncertain- 
ty. Obſerve, adds he, that this thief im- 
proved his time at laſt in that extraordinary 
manner, as perhaps no man ever did before, 
| He then believed Chriſt to > 
be the Saviour of the world, when one of 
his diſci ples had betrayed, another had denied 
him, and all of them had forſook him; to be : 
the Son of God, the Lord of life, when he Fe 
was hanging on the croſs, ſuffering the pangs 
of death, and ſeemingly deſerted by his Fa- 
ther. He proclaims him the Lord of paradiſe, 
when all the Jews condemned him, and 
the gentiles crucified him as an impoſtor, and 
a malefactor. He feared God, acknowledged 
the juſtice of his puniſhment, and did with pati - 
| ence ſubmit to it. He condemned himſelf, and 
8 juſtified the holy Jeſas, declaring that he 


or will hereafter. 


had done nothing amiſs. 
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170 Reflections on the Unacceptableneſ os 
ſalvation of his foul, not only for his own, 
but the ſalvation of his brother thief, whom 
he ſo charitably reprehends, ſo earneſtly re- 
queſteth not to proceed in his blaſphemous 
language, and fo lovingly inviteth to the fear 
of God. So that the glory which he did to 
: Chriſt by his faith and piety, ſeems ſuch, as 
the whole ſeries of a pious] lite 1 in other men 
can hardly parallel.“ 155 
5 wWarrnvss Parapbrale on 1 xxili. ver. 40. os; 
WuuIs rox: 1 abſolutely deny that he 
Was an en ſinner, or, that he had 
4 given no inſtance of his converſion and holy 
diſpoſition of ſoul, before this a approach of 
death. On the contrary, I l affirm, that there 
is nothing in the hittory of the crucifixion of 
our ſaviour and of the thieves with him, that 
_ Implies the wicked and impenitent ſtate of this 
thief till the time of his execution; but : 
allows us to ſuppoſe, that altho' he once had 


been a very wicked malefaQor, yet for ſome 
| ny” a og time e this, he had 
„ Changed wy 


0 7 a Death-bed Repentance. - 194: 
= changed his courſe, and was become a very © 
penitent and a very religious perſon. I ob- 
© ſerve, | adds he, that to call a robber, 
who was juſtly condemned, and was now 
to be executed for his robbery, a thief, a 
. male factor, or a tranſgre ſor, on that ac- 

count, notwithſtanding his private repen- 
tance between God and his own ſoul, is ſo 
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| natural, eaſy, ant uſual a way of ſpeaking, | 
as ought to cauſe no difficulty at all in the 
preſent caſe. N 


Wuls rox 5 Sins and eſſuys, p. nn and * 
printed 1709. 


Biſhop Hoadley : «Tt appears chat ks was 


a perſon, who, w hen he had a fair opportu- 


5 nity, did ſeriouſly conſider the character and 
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pretenſions of our Lord; Who, upon that 
conſideration, believed in him, and received 
him as the Meſſiah; and who took the firſt 
c opportunity he had to declare and profels bo 
this: though he had no hopes of any be- 
f neſit from hence, unlels i in a future fate; 

5 and 
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and was rather diſcouraged from it, than in- 
cited to it, by the tempers and behaviour of 
all about him. He was called to the know- | 
ledge of the goſpel; he obeyed that call; and 
: he did whatever was in his power, during he 
| hort time God afforded him, to demon- | 
= 65 ſtrate the ſincerity of his faith. What ſhould 
£7 | hinder, therefore, but that he ſhould be re· 
5 ceived by our Lord, who came to offer acquit- | 
| tance and juſtification to all, who ſhould be- 
8 lieve him to be the Meſliah, and ſhould at : 
agreeably to the faith and practice enjoined by 7 
him, during the remainder of their lives, 5 
whether long, or ſhort. Wo 


Teams or ACCEPTANCE, , firſk . p. 357. 

Dr. Clarke: . There is no inſtance of any 
"a ever wilfully and deſignedly, after their » 
r of the truth, delayed their repent- : 
ance, and yet perfetted i it and were accepted 


afterwards. On the contrary, the ſcripture 
1 — rather expreſſes an exceeding great danger, 
| * 4 "eſt fuch ſhould not 5 5 e at all. The- 
== FS thick. 
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; wick upon the croſs indeed was accepted, be- 


cauſe it was the firſt opportunity, though in 
the laſt part of his life, that he had of con- 
felling his faith in Chriſt. But from hence no 
argument or apology can be drawn for thoſe, 
| who wiſfully deſpiſe our Lord, and his holy 
commandments, in che whole courſe of their 
: lives,” . 
| 5 Dr. CLanke' 8 ſermons, wel. 9. 12zmo. p. 193. 
Mr. Br ekell of Liverfoll: This my very 
; learned and worthy friend, whom [ lately con» 
| ſulted about this inſtance, told me, that fiom 


the knowledge this perſon. had of chriſt's 


hiſtory, and his clear perſuaſion of the true 
nature of his kingdom, he appeared to have 
Jain f in pr iſon a conſiderable time, where he 
: might be informed of theſe particulars : and} 
that he might have been in priſon, added he, a 
long time, was very probable, as the Jeus never 
paublickly executed criminals, bur at lome of 


| their wane feſtivals. 


. 


cc . WEIR CR——_—— 


— w U—— 


- —— - Or PIR a. a 


As bs eat ad Pr 3 * 


—— 


— — 


— ͥ — 
—— —————— * * 
1 N e T >. MEL I" hg 


— TO > — nr 
DD — 


—— z ? — — 


I r 


— — — Frans 


— — — — —— — —— 
7 — — 
- . —— — — — — — — 
—ͤ—ũ——6— . ——'— — —— — -—_— — 
\ 


174 RefleAion on the Unacetptablaneſ 


Dr. Taylor: This great man, and eminent 
eritic in the ſcriptures, thus expreſſes his ſen- 
timents concerning this extraordinary caſe, in 
a letter to his learned and excellent friend 
the Rev. Dr. Law of Cambridge. 235 The 
tief on the croſs, 1 make no doubt, Was 
acquainted with Chriſt, and had heard him 
often preach. For he could ſay, This man 
hath done oudev rome, nothing amis, nothing = 
Inconſiſtent with his pretenſions as the Meſ- 
1 5 frah. Probably he had been one of his fol- 
. lowers, and heard ſuch diſcourſes from bim, 5 
as John vi. declaring w hat he had to give 
Was eternal life, after his reſurrection. This 
did not ſuit the temporal expectations of. 
many of his followers, who then left him. 
After He had left Chriſt, purſuing his car. 
nal ſcheme, he fell in with robbers, was 
taken, caſt into priſon: And then, having 
done with all earthly hopes, he began to 
reflect upon and reliſh what he had heard 
” from Chriſt : But reinuing all a | part of his 
"on 15 5 


- Of a Death-bed Repentance. 1 7 5 


Jewiſh errors concer ning the Meiſah's king- 
dom [as the mother of Zehedee's children] 
he imagined Chriſt could do nothing till he 
was in actual poſſeſſion of his kingdom. Lord, by 


remember me when thou comeſt into thy king- 


dom, and fee if any thing can be done in fa- 


vour of a poor wretch ! Our Lord anſwers, 
<« You need not ſuſpend your hopes dll 
| then; even at preſent, and in my low circum- 
 Kances, TI have authority to allure you, that 
: you ſhall have a place with me in paradiſe, 

not in an earthly kingdom, but in paradiſe; 

the word by which the Jeus maſt familiarly 
and diſtinctly expreſied the future Nate of 


Sedna.” 


Dr. Laws Theory of Religion, 4b Edit. « 


P. 407; 408. 


Reader now, I beſeech thee, impartially 


ls and examine this inſtance, and conſi- 
der, Whether any juſt argument can be de- 
duced from it to prove, that a few broken 5 
_ ejaculations, and a confuſed penitence of two 
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or three moments, when we are struggling 


with the pangs of death, will atone for the 


vices of a whole miſ. ſpent life. What con- 

5 formity, what reſemblance is there between 

the circumſtances of 2his perſon, and the cir- : 
cumſtances of perſons early initiated in to the 
knowledge of the Chriſtian religion, ; admo- | 

niſhed day after day to attend to its import- 
7 ant leſſons, and warned with the greateſt 
faithfulneſs to repent and reform their lives, 

yet obſtinately rejecting this repeated advice, | 


drowning the kind and friendly remonſtrances 


8 conſcience in the exceſſes of riot and ſen- 
| ſuality, fondly pleaſing themſelves with the 
| thought, that God is all benevolence and 
mercy, and that ſurely one repentant gh 
from 4 dying ſinner cannot be repulſed, ü 
cannot but find a gracious admiſſion to 


the compaſſionate and indulgent Parent of 
| mankind. What weakneſs ! what fatal de- 
luſion! Did God, think you, ever deſi gn, 


t all the ſcripture precepts ſhould be 
: ED 5 9 


if a Death-bed Repentance. 177 
ſuperſeded by one ſingle ſcripture example, 5 
and that too of a thief? Whatever it is that 
makes us eaſy in the habitual practice of any 
of the vices condemned in the goſpel, is cer- 
tainly a moſt wretched cheat and impoſition _ 
upon ourſelves. God Almighty requires from 
us the practice of univerſal righteouſneſs, © 
g Without holineſs no man hath ever ſeen, nor 

ſhall ever ſee the Face of God. No man was 
ever diſturbed at the review of a good le, 
but millions have been wretched, beyond all 
deſcription, | upon a death- bed, and would 
| have given a thouſand worlds, could they 
| have commanded them, for a few months, for 


a few weeks, for a few days reſpite from Ox — | | 


death, to prepare for that awfol ſtate, whoſe 
proſpest fills them with conſternation and 


horror unutterable, © Chriſtian ! what folly _ 


and madneſs is it, therefore, when the great , 
God hath fo faithfully warned thee of the : 


evil of ſin, and the danger of continuing 1 


2 courſe of it, hath given thee lo many inri-⸗ 


R ͤ win 


5 — — — erate — — 
PP 


© to ſhore, 
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tations to repentance, hath ſet before thee ſo 


D many encouraging motives to virtue and obe- 
dience, thus to inſult him by promiſes of 
future amendment, thus to defer the great 
Work of thine eternal ſalvation from one 
week, month, and year to another, to beliere 

0 any thing, and hope any thing, rather than 
reform a bad life, to reduce thyſelf at 22 

dy this inexcuſable conduct, to a condition 

. 55 that no man in his ſenſes would be in for ten 
| - thouſand worlds, to : truſt to an ineffectual 
repentance full of nothing but infinite confu- 
Hon, terror, and diſtraction of mind, to incur 
Vilfully the moſt dreadful and deſtructire | 
ſhipwreck that it is poſible for A. rational 


ereature to ſuffer, and to cling to 2 deceitful 
plank, that never brought an immortal ſoul 


—— — 


Dow 
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1 E foregoing reflections were | com- 
poſed ſolely with a view to ſerve your 

5 beſt de” I can aſſure you 1 had no 
other intention, by all that I have written 
concerning the folly of delaying amendment, 
and the unacceptableneſs of a death- bed re- I 
pentance, but to excite you to early piety and e 
virtue. This 1s infinitely reaſonable. God 
*. our Creator, YT anna aud benefactor. 


N 2 W 


' - L — ” _ 
——_— r — — rt . —— 
- . 3 PR Cad * 
3 
— 
3 — 92 ů — 6 1 — 
———— — 8 = . = — 
= _— — — w 


—__— — — 


70 An Aidreſ to 2 oung Purpur : 


We are his rational and intelligent creatures, == 
"- and under infinite obligations to his paternal 


goodneſs. | As ſoon as reaſon dawns, and we 


are made acquainted with our indigence and 
dependence, we ſhould determine to make the 
will of ſo g great and good a Being the law of 
all our actions. As ſoon as we arrive at any f 
maturity of underſtanding and reflection, We 
ſhould form the moſt deliberate reſolutions to 
chooſe the path of virtue, and to ſuffer none 0 
of the temptations of this life to ſhake and: 


ſubvert our reſolutions. : Having, therefore, - 


repreſented to you the danger, infamy, and 


wretchedneſs of a courſe of vice, and faith- 


| fully exhibited before you the dreadful ſitua- 


tion of a dying finner, I implore your ſerious | 


and candid conſideration, while I ſhew you 


the amiablenels and excellency of a religious 1 
life, and the var ious aud cxalted bleſſings you 
vill alſuredly reap by devoting the bloom and 


vigour of life to the ſervice of God, I beg 


you would interpret the warmth of this ad- 
„ 5 my aſs 
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dreſs in the moſt favourable ſenſe; as the ſin- 
cere dictates of a pathetic and benevolent 
mind, that is painfully conſcious that your 
preſent and future happineſs or miſery depend 5 


on that courſe of life you now chooſe. 
$& 1. By the early practice of virtue you 


wil eſcape a great deal of ſin and ſorrow. 


1 need hardly obſerve chat vice is the ſource | 
0K. miſcry, and that a courſe of it occaſi ons 
above half the evils, diſeaſes, and ſufferings 5 

that infeſt and ſhorten human life. The prac- 5 

tice of it is, in no one inſtance, man's felicity 

x and good, even in this world. Were there 
no future ſtate, vice could never be proved 
5 to be the road that conducted men to happi- 

neſs. A few tranſient, br utal gratifications, 8 


allow you, it may afford; but they are wa i 


to be followed by ſatiety and remorſe. 1 


addreſſes itſelf only. to the inferior and igno- 


bler part of our nature, the animal paſſ ions 


and propenſities; : theſe i it ſooths and flatters; 
but at the ſame time it obſcures the eye of 
e N 3 985 | reaſon, | 
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reaſon, involves the underſtanding in dark- 


neſs, perverts the judgment with prejudice, ; 
and drowns reflection and conſcience in riot : 
and ſenſuality J the on. y powers of human 
nature, that can by prorer culture yield us 
- true and permanent happineſs. : The purſuit ? 
of forbidden pleaſure 1 is ſure to fill the body 
with the ſeeds of many acute and direful - 
diſtempers, Which ruin the health, break 
f the conſtitution, and bring on untimely 
death. "Theſe are the ſure conſequences of | 
a vicious courſe. F r though the natire 


ſtrength of a ee may, perhaps, for ; 


a conſiderable number of years, baffle and 


ſurmount every wicked method to impair it, 


and defeat every ſenſcleſs attempt to defiroy. 


it; yet the evening of life will come, in 
Which all the penal effects of vice, which 
have not yet been ſelt, will ſudden! attack 
the ſinter with redoubled fury, and make a 


dreadful compenſation for their long delay, 


by the foraity of the S ent they wi Fil 


Z inflict 
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inſlict upon him“. To chooſe vice, there- 
fore, as our chief good, is to chooſe pain, 
miſery, and death, in their worſt forms. 
For ſin and ſorrow are inſeparable. Miſery 
flows from it as neceſſarily, as the effect flows 
from any natural cauſe whatſoever. Now theſe 
dreadful miſeries of our nature early religion 


pr er ents, for it fortifies us againſt and enables 


us to repel temptations, and, conſequently, 


| precludes thoſe horrid and complicated evils, 


that are occaſioned by a compliance. Are 


you deſirous, then, to lad a life of the 
trueſt comfort and the moſt ſolid and ſub- 


| lime happineſs ; are fyou deſirous to ſecure | 


as much real pleaſure, and ſelf. -enjoyment, as 


* poſiible; are you deſirous to poſſeſs health and 


eaſe, tra inquillity and chearfulneſs; are you 
deſirous to be eſteemed and loved by the wiſe 


and good; are you deſirous to eſcape thoſe 


_ cruel pains and diſeaſes, entailed upon men by 
debauchery, drunkenneſs, and intemperance, 


- Lento gradu ad vindictam ſui divina procedit ire: 


erditatem vero ſupplicji gravitate compenſat. 


VaLER, MAaxIMUs, Lib, 1. Cop. By. 
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Which deſtroy the health and happineſs of ſo 
many thouſands ; then religion, religion is the 


is the parent of all theſe bleſſings. 


_ onl y happy choice you can make, for religion 


$72; Early piety and virtue will yield you 
the trueſt comfort and peace of mind in all 
the various changes and events that may befal : 
vou in this world. This is the great excel- 
; lency and advantage of a relipious life. In- 
numerable adverſe accidents may deprive us 
: of our domeſtic happineſs, our eſtates, for- 
tunes, and the neceſſ. ries of life; innumerable - 
2 diſeaſes may deprire us of our health and 
5 uſefulneſs; but no external events, or ca · 5 
lamities whatever, can rob us of the in- 


ward ſatisfaCtions of a good conſcience. The 
= comforts and conſolations of religion attend : 


us in every varying ſcene. Theſe divine 

Joys are not affected by all the viciſſitudes to 
which human life is ſubject. They continue 
the ſame in every ſituation and condition of 
life, chearing comforting, fortfying the ſoul. 
| | "Big oled 


: Bipoted rage, perſecuting fury, ! ingenious tor- 
5 ture, gloomy dungeons, and galling fetters, : 
may afflict the body of a good Chriſtian, but 2 
they cannot ſolicit thoſe divine joys that flow | 
from his religion, The good man, Whatever 
his diſtreſſes and ſufferings may be, ic ſatisfied 
from himſelf. Neither his religious principles, 
nor the comforts they adminiſter, change with | 
every changing ſcene; the ſpring of his con- 
ſolation is indefectible and conſtant, and bleſſes 
bim with calm and rolreiing ftreams | in every 
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ſtage of life's journey. 


The conſolations, which religion ſupplies | 
will chear and fortify the ſoul under every 
ſniniſter occurr ence and calamity. In adve, r/i ty, FE 
the rength and power of piety and truſt in i 
God, will diſſipate all gloomy fear and melan- 
choly dejection, and diſpoſe the ſoul to pleaſing . 
acts of chearful obedience and compoſed re- 
fignation. | In ſickneſs, it will invigorate and 
ſupport the ſoul with its divine comforts, poſ- 
ſeſs it with a calm indifference tc to this life, and 


7 raiſe 
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raiſe it to the full and tranſporting proſpects 


5 of that world it has long been aſpiring after. 


In poverty, religion will prevent all impious 


ES complaints, all uneaſy, repining, queralous 
murmurs againſt the diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, Will direct us to view Our indigent 5 
circumſtances 3 in the moſt favourable light, We: 
being the wiſe appointment of Heaven, and | 


to ſapport them with patient and fobmilſive'. 


reſignation to the good will of God. Ia 


” difa gers and bifes, religion will moderate our 
| grief, by teaching us not to regard the poſ- 5 
: ſeſſions of this per iſhiag world as our chi iel 
felicity and ſupreme g good, but to place our 
: affections upon more ſolid and durable riches. 
In the abuſe of the world. the perfidy ef friends, : 


end the Is US afedtionate relatives, religion 


adminiſters the moſt powerful remedies, ena- 


bles us to meet them with compoſure and firm- 


: neſs, engages us to renew our truſt and at- 
i fiance i in our Al mighty Father and F x iend, and 


9 
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to conſider them as the ſalutary corrections of : 
' his paternal hand. 
If we turn our reflections to the bright | 
de of Heaven's diſpenſations, religion will 
appear to ſhed as kind an influence over | 
them. For this will greatly refine and ex xalt 
the happineſs of proſperity, by teaching us 
not to abuſe it to luſt, luxury, and Hicentiouſ- 
nels, but to reſtrain our appetites ard paſſions 1 
within the bounds of moderation and tem- 
erance. It Will invigorate health and chear- | : 
fulncſs by ſupplying the beſt foundation for N 
ſerenity and ij joy, and by diſſipating that de- 
jection and gloom which are ſo unfriendly to 
our natures. 89 chat in every ſtation, con- 
dition, and circumſt ince of life, in proſperity 
and adverſity, in healt th, afflictions, loſſes, 
calamities, and poverty, i in all theſe infiuitely 
chequered ſcenes of life, religion ſupplies a 
Pore, conſtant, heart- ennobling ſelicity. | 
Ts it: nor th en, I appeal to you, your higheſt | 
B wiſdom and intereſt to determine o embrace 
relig gion : 
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religion and virtue, "the great ſources of all 


this happineſs ! Will a courſe of profligacy, 
riot, intemperance, luſt, and diſſipation, ſup- 
ply ſuch inward Joys as theſe i in an hour of 
| adverſity and pain ? ? Will the review of un- 
lawful pleaſure, made when diſeaſe and | in. 


firmity invade us, afford the mind ſuch fe- 


rene tranquillity and divine conſolations * 


theſe? So far from it, that it will fill you 
: with wretchedneſs and horror unutterable. 


. 4+ By early picty and virtue you will 


lay the only ſolid foundation for true happi- 


7 neſs i in old age. Aſſure yourſelves, that there 


: never was, nor can be, an happy old age, 
that has not been preceded by a vir tuous 


life. Human life is tranſient and viſionary ; ; 


youth, manhood, old age follow each other 


in cloſe ſucceſſion. Soon that ſeaſon will 
arrive when the powers of our natures will 


be impaired, when frailty and inſirmities 


will ſeize us, when the darkneſs of a long, 
long night will be collecting round us, and 
: | | when 


whi 
flec 
the 
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when we ſhall have nothing left but our re- 
flections. Our ſtrength will be exhauſted, 


the eye obſcured with dimneſs, every native 


grace deformed with wrinkles, the body bow- 


ing with decrepitude, and unable to ſupport 


irelf, the facultics of the mind debilitated 


and broken, and every thing will deſert us, 


but religion. O religion! how ſacred is thy 
power! how chearing 1s. thy influence ! No- 


thing but the ſoothing conſolations thou im- 


par teſt can ſoften the laſt ſad frail decline of 


this vain life, that Paſſeth 1 4 ſhadow ! No- 0 


thing but the heavenly prof pccts thou openeſt 


to our minds can re- -animate our. ſcattered 


pirks, and br brighten. our nature's liſt extre - 


How {0] licitous, therefore, ſhould. we e be, 


15 ever we are deſirous to enjoy a calm and | 
| chearfu) old age, to accumulate a fund of 


happineſs for it, by entering betimes upon a 


religious life. Let us, who are in the prime 
and vigour of our r days, be di ligent in culti- 


rating 


* 
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vating virtuous diſpoſitions, and deeply im. 


planting in our minds the principles of reli 


gion, the enlivening ſupport of which every 


hour will want, but moſt the laſt. Live and 
behave, in early life, in ſuch a manner, as 


that you may in old age be able to take 2 
review of life with tr anſporting fatisfaCtion, 


For be perſuaded, that amidſt the many evils 


- that oppreſs declining nature, amidſt the 
gloomy and unfriendly clouds that gather 


1 round the evening of life, nothing can infuſe 


one comfortable beam, but the ſilent teſti: 


mony of : a2 good conſcience. | Religion is the 


only ſupport of old age. Religion i is the only 


| enjoyment we. have bere below, that is ſub- 


ject to no decay, and liable to no diminution, 


Its conſolations continue the ſame in every 


ſucceſſive period of our naturcs, It {miles 


with a benign aſpe&t upon every ſtage of lile, 
but throws the ſofteſt and moſt refreſhing 


light over our laſt, While, therefore, others 6 


| are . up. the wealth and riches of t 


* Lan 
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rain world, and reſerving them for old age, 
thinking then to extract happineſs from them 


to ſooth and chear its in :firmities ; let us, 


who are raiſed by the coſpel to the hopes of 
a bleſſed immortality, act with ſuperior Wil- 
dom in our generation, and collect ſuch N 


treaſure of Know! ledge and virtue, as no acci- 


dents can leſſen, no afflictions diminiſh, nor 


old age exhauſt, but which will prove an 


unabating ſtream of the pureſt pleaſures and | 
divineſt Joys. Let us be cautious we do no- 
thing in youth, that may diſturb and wound 
us in our future refle cti0ns, When we are 


g inclined to perpetrate any ching oF 


inal, "Tot us check ourie lves with the timely 


IG “% How ſhall I be able to look 


* back upon this in future life: When lying 


„ On a death. bed, I come to reconf ider the 


140 


paſt ſcenes of my life, will not 2e, recur- 


ring to my remembrance, pain my mind, 


LO 
** 
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-« An againſt God, and thereby fill my mind, 


cc hereafter, with cutting remorſe and t trou- 
« bleſome reflections!ꝰ 


6. 4. Religion will ſupport you in your 


i laſt moments. I have ſhewed you, above, the 
horror and wretchedneſs that attends a death- 


bed repentance. 1 have repreſented and de- 
5 ſeribed to you the dreadful ſtate of that un- 


happy creature, whom ſome fatal diſtemper 
has juſt awakened to a ſenſe of his undone. 


condition, and who utters piercing cries to 


5 God for pardon, while ſtruggling in the ago- 
nies of death. 1 you would not experience 
this dreadful condition, then you muſt not 
act as he did. You muſt determine to make 

the wiſe choice in time, and not delay the 


great work of ſalvation, as he did. You ſee 
in what wretchedneſs a courſe of vice plunges 


its votaries, how it deprives them of all com- 
fort at a time when moſt they need it ; and 


whatever preſent pleaſures or advantages it 


= may bring them, you es i it 18 ruin and miſery 


a 
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in the end. You have many inſtances (per- 
haps your attendance on the ſick and dying 
has furniſhed you with ſeveral) that the prin- 
ciples of vice will not enable a man to bear 
up againſt the fears and terrors of death.- 8 


They cannot think of death. — They ſhudder 


and ſhrink back at the painful thought of it. 
—But why fear that, which is the great law _ 
of our nature ?—Becauſe they have every 
thing to fear from it. Hence theſe terrors. 
But, bleſſed be God! tho? the wicked. have 
Ju 1 every thing to dread from death, the 
pious and good chriſtian has every thing to 
hope from it. Conſcious virtue diſarms death 
of its ſting, and meets it with ſerene com- 
In the 
midſt of death the good man can triumph, a 


poſure and undaunted fortitude. 


and, with auſpicious joy, cry out in the 
apoſtle” s language, O death ! where is thy 
fling ! O grave! where is thy victory! He, 
who has ſecured the favour of God by early 
obedience, is not appalled at the darkneſs f 
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10e valley of the ſhadow of death, aſſuredly 
knowing that God will conduct him through 


it to endleſs glory and bleſſedneſs. Nay, his 


religion dif perſes i its gloom, infuſes a friendly 
and chearing ray of light into it, and makes 
bim enter it with ſongs of conqueſt and tri- 
umph. Need he have any formidable im- 
preſſons of death, who has devoted his youth: : 
and tiper years to God? death will intro- 
duce him to his God and redeemer, and to 
the ſeats of immortal joy and happineſs, : 
that they have prepared for him. ＋ he ſtroke + 
may be painful : the diſſolution of our earth- 


5 ly tabernacle 1 may be violent : but it cannot 


laſt long—the conflict will ſoon be over— 


and a crown of glory then awaits our virtue. 
But how ſevere ſoever the pains of dying are, 
the hopes of religion greatly alleviate and 


mitigate | them. An awakened ſinner feels 


twice the racking torture and acute anguiſh 
that a good chriſtian feels. For the painful 
5 convietions and horrors of his mind far ſur- | 


pal 
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; paſs his dying agonies. Oftentimes NP to 
good men is a ſoft and almoſt imperceptible 


tranſlation to glory. The only way, then, 


-:-40 render life comfortable, and death eaſy, 18 
| to cultivate an early piety, The bleſſed | 
effects of ſuch a conduct will not deſert us 


in death, but will, in that extremity, ani- 


mate our minds, exhilarate our ſpirits, fill us 
with tranſporting hopes, and enable us to 


make our exit from the ſtage of lite with de- 5 


: cency and applauſe, | 


9. 5. Thoſe who conſecrate the early part ” 


of life to God, and continue ſtedfaſt in the 


uniform practice of religion, may expect a 


far more tranſcendently illuſtrious crown, 


| than thoſe who engaged in religion towards 


the cloſe of life. T his is founded on the 


principles of unerring rectitude and juſtice. 


If God will diſtribute rewards | in exact pro- 


portion to the merit of actions and ſervices, 


cer tainly he will be entitled to the moſt diſ- 


1 inguiſhe honours, who loved him the ſeoneſt, 5 
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and ſerved him the longeft. Such an one will 


be recompenſed with a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. He, whom not the 
follies and levity of youth, the arrogance and : 
ambition of manhood, or the avarice and ob- 5 
ſtinacy of old age, have drawn aſide from 5 
| the paths of duty, ſhall be advanced to the 
higheſt eminence of dignity and happineſs, 
5 and their ſteady and victorious virtue ſhall be 
proclaimed before angels and men in the 
| loudeſt acclamations of honour and applauſe. 


| Youth, therefore, ſhould be excited to de- 


Z vote themſelves to God, not only that they may 
_ attain future felicity, but that they may at- 
YEA tain eminent and diſtinguiſhed degrees of it, 
8 For if, as che word of God alſures us, there 3 
will be differences in glory, AS great and 
ſtr iking differences, as between the faint rays 
: of a twinkling ſtar, and the firong effulgence 
of the glorious lamp of day, then aſſuredly the 
: ſpirits of thoſe, who have made uninterrupted 


: improve ements in religion. and 1 vir tue, from the 


cen 
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| fawn of reaſon to extreme old age, ſhall ſhine 
in the full ſplendor of glory and bleſſedneſs 
for ever and ever, O what raiſed and ſublime 2 
85 happineſs then do they forfeit, who ſquander | 
away the prime of life in the moſt abandoned 
and ſhameful purſuits, and offer only the re- 
fuſe of life to God's ſervice ! heaven has re · 
* wards for early and perſevering virtue, wor- 
I thy to excite all our vigour and activity, and 
do kindle in our ſouls a generous fervor and 
ambition. Who would not, therefore, who | 
2 poſſeſſed with any affecting ſenſe of his beſt 
intereſts, exert all his endeavours, deny him- 5 
6 ſelf every beloved gratification, burſt the 
donds of every ſinful connection, and ſpring 
. forwards with invincible ardour towards the 
mark, for the prize of his high calling i in God 
our Saviour. The crown that is before us 
will amply reward all our contention ; and the 
ſooner we preſent ourſelves as candidates  * 
= it, the more ſhall we be loved and rewarded by 5 
the gre eat and e N of it. „ 
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us then throw off our inactivity and goth, let 


us not form vain pretences and frivolous re- 
ſolutions of future amendment, let us not 
heſitate one moment which is the eligible 


courſe, but immediately and deliberately re- 


ſolve to embrace religion and virtue. To 
| begin the practice of religion in youth, is 
: beginning where God and nature deſigned we 
ſhould begin. Youth is the only ſeaſon for | 
making improvement in any branch of know- | 
| ledge and ſcience. And is religion the only 
| ſcience that has no charms for youth, that is 
E: difficult and unpleaſing, and that will not com- | 
| penſate all our pains to learn its important ; : 
leſſons? this divine knowledge, if early ac- a 
quired, will, like every other branch of know- 
| ledge acquired! in youth, fink the decheſt and 


laſt the /ongeft, and imbue the mind with 


ſuch excellent principles, that it will ever re- 
tain a moſt grateful odour of them. Reſolve 
; then to begin a religious life : He that has 
once begun a virtuous courſe, ſays the moxal 1 


poet, 


An Addreſs to Young Feen. 199 
; poet, has half finiſhed. Whatever dif- 
ficulties it may coſt you, white beloved : 
vice it may conſtrain you | to abandon, | 
whatever friendſhips it may oblige you 
= 40- diſſolve, deliberate not what you are 
to do, and how you are to act, but, at once, 
break the enchantment, and vindicate yourſelt 
Into virtuous. freedom and liberty. Do but 
i once determine to forſake your vices ad 
5 practice virtue, and vou will ſoon convert 
the practice of it into a moſt pleaſing and 
, delightful habit, that will bleſs you with in- 
— finitely more pure and elegant happineſs, than 


any you experienced in your beloved vices. 
| CHoosE THE BEST KIND OF LIFE (ſays 


Pythagoras) AND cos rox WILL soo 


RENDER IT AGREEABLE, 


* Dimidium bea, qui coepit, Eabet ſupere aude : 
Incipe— 


E 


| erz EP1ST, lib, 4 11. 40. | 
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